S POLISH e
ot NATIONAL TEAM




Speed in every element.
The new Nike Mercurial.

(g

JOIN US AT NIKE.COM /FOOTBALL

IVRINDYXW



Laczy nas pitha

WY

POLSKA

Drodzy Przyjaciele!

Na te finaty mistrzostw Europy wszyscy czeka-
lismy z wielkim utesknieniem. Z powodu pande-
mii turniej zostat przetozony o rok, a COVID-19 wy-
wrocit do géry nogami caty swiat, takze ten fut-
bolowy. Teraz wszystko powoli wraca do normy,
areprezentacja Polski, co dla nas szczegdélnie waz-
ne - ze wsparciem kibicéw z trybun - zagra w fi-
natach najlepszych druzyn Starego Kontynen-
tu. W ponad stuletniej historii Polskiego Zwigz-
ku Pitki Noznej po raz pierwszy zdarza sig, ze wy-
stgpimy na trzecim wielkim turnieju migdzynaro-
dowym z rzedu, po EURO 2016 i mistrzostwach
Swiata w Rosji 2018. Jest mi niezmiernie mito, ze
dzieje sie to za moich czaséw jako prezesa PZPN.
To powdd do radosci, ale i jeszcze wigksza odpo-
wiedzialno$é.

Dear Friends!

We have all been waiting for this European Cham-
pionship with great anticipation. Due to the pande-
mic, the tournament was postponed for a year, the
coronavirus turned the whole world, including the
world of football, upside down. Now everything is
slowly getting back to normal and the Polish natio-
nal team will play in the finals with the best teams
of the Old Continent and, which is especially impor-
tant for us, the fans will be able to support their team
from the stands. In the more than 10@-year history
of the Polish Football Association, it is the first time
that we will appear at a third major international to-
urnament in arow, after EURO 2016 and the World
Cup in Russia. | am extremely pleased that this is
happening during my term as president of the Po-
lish Football Association. Itis a cause for celebration

,@LucngusPiIku n facebook com/LaczyNasPilka instagram.com/laczynaspilka ° youtube.com/LaczyNasPilka !. sklep.laczynaspilka.pl 3
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Mamy spory bagoz doswiadczen, z ktérego chee-
my skorzystac. Jako Polski Zwigzek Pitki Noznej
zrobiliSmy wszystko, aby zapewni¢ druzynie naro-
dowejjak najlepsze warunki do optymalnego przy-
gotowania sie do mistrzostw, mimo ze perturbacji
byto sporo. MusieliSmy chociazby w ostatniej chwi-
li zrezygnowac z oficjalnej bazy na turniej w Dubli-
nie i zdecydowalismy sie na Sopot. Szybko dopie-
lisSmy szczegdty, by nasza druzyna miata wszyst-
ko to, czego potrzebuije.

Podczas naszej obecnosci na takiej imprezie - wie-
my jedno: nie ma tam tatwych rywali, a rywalizujg
najlepsi. Kiedys poréwnatem EURO do nocnej dys-
koteki... Sztuka bedzie polegata na tym, by zro-
bi¢ wszystko, zeby wyjs¢ z tej imprezy na koricu,
zeby nie wyprosili nas jako jednych z pierwszych.
Zeby tak sig stato, musimy byé w najwyzszej for-
mie. Talent i doswiadczenie majg znaczenie, ale ze-
sp6t ma byé jok dobrze funkcjonujgey organizm.
W pitce trzeba by¢ odwaznym, jednak odwaga
nie powinna wynikaé z brawury, lecz Swiadomo-
$ci swoich umiejetnosci. Mamy najlepszego na-
pastnika na Swiecie - Roberta Lewandowskiego,
i wielu bardzo zdolnych pitkarzy, ktérzy sg tak jok
nasz kapitan - zgdni sukcesow. Odpowiednie na-
stawienie mentalne powinno byé naszq sitq. Do-
skonale wie o tym selekcjoner Paulo Sousa, kt6-
ry posiada niebagatelne doswiadczenie z wiel-
kiego europejskiego futbolu i gier na miedzyna-
rodowych turniejach. Dlatego to wtasnie on po-
prowadzi naszg biato-czerwongq druzyne. | wie-
rze, ze wszyscy bedziemy z reprezentacji Polski
bardzo dumni.

Zycze wszystkim fantastycznego turnieju, wielu
niesamowitych emogji i radosci po meczach bia-
to-czerwonych!

tgczy nas pitkal
Zbigniew Boniek
Prezes Polskiego Zwigzku Pitki Noznej

but also an even greater responsibility. For this gre-
at honour also entails certain obligations.

We have alot of experience that we now want to draw
on. As the Polish Football Association, we did every-
thing to provide the national team with the best po-
ssible conditions for optimal preparation for the cham-
pionship, although there were many perturbations. At
the last minute, we had to give up the official base for
the tournament in Dublin and we decided to choose
Sopot. We quickly took care of all the organisational
issues to make sure that the Polish national team has
everything it needs. The national team is the most im-
portant thing for us.

When you participate in an event such as the Europe-
an Championship, you can be sure of one thing - the-
re are no easy opponents, only the best ones compe-
te.I've said it before that EURQ is a disco and only 24
participants are allowed in. Now the trick will be to do
everything we can to leave this party at the very end
and not get kicked out as one of the first guests. For
that to happen, we need to be in top form. Talent and
experience matter but the team has to be like a wel-
I-functioning organism. In football, you need to be bra-
ve but that bravery should come from the awareness
of one's abilities rather than from bravado. We have the
best striker in the world and a number of very talented
football players who are hungry for success. Theright
mental attitude should give us strength. Paulo Sousa
knows this very well as he has experience in such big
matches, atinternational tournaments. Therefore, he
is the one who will lead our team. And | believe that we
will all be proud of the Polish national team.

| wish everyone a fantastic tournament, great emo-
tions and alot of joy after the matches of the Whi-
te-and-Reds. May the best team win!

United by Footbaill!
Zbigniew Boniek
President of the Polish Football Association

= Wydaweca: Polski Zwigzek Pitki Noznej
ul.Bitwy Warszawskiej 192@r.7,02-366 Warszawa
N v tel: 732122 222, fax: +48 (22) 5512 240
PZPN e-mail: pzpn@pzpn.pl; wsparcie@pzpn.pl
www.pzpn.pl, www.laczynaspilko.pl
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Przewodniczqey zespotu wydawniczego: Junusz Basataj

Program przygotowali: Pawet Drazba, Emil Kopariski, Jucek i, Michat Z y, Filip Adi
Piotr Wisniewski, Andrzej Klemba, Tadeusz Danisz, Jakub Jankowski

Studio graficzne: Iwona Polok, Rafat Mitoriski, Mateusz Sadowski; Sktad graficzny: Piotr Przychodzen

Foto: Archiwum PZPN, tukasz Grochala, Cyfrasport, 400mm.pl, Enast News, PAP

Ttumaczenie tekstow: GROY Translations

Druk: Copy General
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tukasz Fabianski
18.04.1985
West Ham United
83/190
56/0

CY

s

Bartosz Bereszyriski
12.07.1992
UC Sampdoria
77183
32/0

3

Tomasz Kedziora
11.96.1994

Dynamo Kijow

73/183
22/0

g

tukasz Skorupski
©5.85.1991
Bologna FC
84/187
4/0

"

Pawet Dawidowicz
20.05.1995
Hellas Verona
80/189
2/0

L

Komil Pigtkowski
21.06.2000
Rakéw Czestochowa
86/191
2/0
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Wojciech Szezesny
18.04.1990
Juventus FC
85/196
52/0

L

Kamil Glik
03.02.1988
Benevento Calcio
80/190
82/6

£
gl

Tymoteusz Puchacz
23.011999
Lech Poznan
74180
/0

Jan Bednarek
12.041996
Southampton FC
77/189
30/

Michat Helik
©9.09.1995
Barnsley FC

80/191
3/0

&
A
Maciej Rybus
19.08.1989
+ okomotiw Moskwa

VATAVAE
B1/2
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Przemystaw Frankowski
12.04.1995
Chicago Fire
70/176
1N

8

Grzegorz Krychowiok
29.011990

tokomotiw Moskwa

83/186
79/4

ain

Piotr Zieliriski
20.05.1994
SSC Napoli
75/180
59/6

r&
i

L

Karol Swiderski
23.011997
PAOK FC
77/184
3/1

&

e

Komil Jézwiak
22.041998
Derby County
70176
13/2

¥y J

L

-

L

Kaorol Linetty
02.02.1995
Torino FC
73/176
31/2

x,

Dawid Kownacki
14.03.1997
Fortuna Duesseldorf

81/186
7N

oy
Al

Jokub Swierczok
28.12.1992
Piast Gliwice
75/179
401

@i
iy

Mateusz Klich
13.06.1990
Leeds United
84/183
31/2

&
g

Jakub Moder
07.04.1999
Brighton & Hove Albion FC
78/188
9/2

Robert Lewandowski
21081988
Bayern Monachium
79/185
118/66

&

-

Kacper Koztowski
16.10.2003
Pogon Szczecin
87/177
2/0

-

Przemystaw Ptacheta
23.03.1998
Norwich City FC
71178
3/0

ada

Arkadiusz Milik
28.02.1994
Olympique Marsylia
78/186
59/15

Stanna 02.06.2021

y@LucngusPiIku n facebook com/LaczyNasPilka instagram.com/laczynaspilka ° youtube.com/LaczyNasPilka ! sklep.aczynaspilka.pl 7
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S PAULO MANUEL
™" CARVALHO SOUSA

Sylwetka selekcjonera

Urodzit sie 3@ sierpnia 197@r. w Viseu (Portugalia).
Posiada licencje UEFA PRO. S@-letni szkoleniowiec
w przeszto$ci prowadzit m.in. takie kluby, jok Leice-
ster City, ACF Fiorentina czy Girondins Bordeaux.
Z Maccabi Tel Awiw zdobyt mistrzostwo Izraela,
a z FC Basel mistrzostwo Szwajcarii.

Jako zawodnik dwukrotnie siggat po UEFA Cham-
pions League - w sezonie 1995/96 z Juventusem,
aw 1996/97 z Borussig Dortmund. Z klubem z Tu-
rynu zdobyt réwniez mistrzostwo kraju i Puchar
Wrtoch. Grat takze w SL Benfice, Sportingu CP, In-
terze Mediolan, Parmie F.C., Panathinaikosie AQ,
a takze RCD Espanyol. Z mtodziezowg reprezen-
tacjg Portugalii wygrat mistrzostwo $wiata U-20.
W zespole senioréw rozegrat 52 mecze. Uczestnik
mistrzostw Europy 1996, 2000 oraz mistrzostw
Swiata 2002.

Po zakoriczeniu kariery pitkarskiej petnit funkcije
asystenta selekcjonera reprezentacji Portuga-
lii, pracowat réwniez z mtodziezowymi kadrami
narodowymi. W latach 2008-2010 byt szkole-
niowcem druzyn: Queens Park Rangers, Swan-
sea City i Leicester City. W latach 2011-2013
prowadzit wegierski Videoton FC, nastepnie byt
trenerem Maccabi Tel Awiw i FC Basel. W latach
2015-2017 prowadzit klub ACF Fiorenting, potem
byt szkoleniowcem chiriskiego zespotu TJ Quan-
jian, a nastepnie francuskiego Girondins Borde-
aux. 21stycznia 2021roku zostat selekcjonerem
reprezentacji Polski.

8 REPREZENTACJA POLSKI

Manager profile

Paulo Manuel Carvalho Sousa was born on August
30,1970 in Viseu (Portugal). He holds a UEFA PRO
licence. The 5@-year-old coach used to work with
such teams as Leicester City, ACF Forentina or Gi-
rondins Bordeaux. He won the Israeli championship
with Maccabi Tel Aviv, and together with FC Basel
he won the championship of Switzerland.
As a player, he won the UEFA Champions League
twice - in the 1995-96 season with Juventus andin
1996-97 season with Borussia Dortmund. He also
won the championship and Cup of Italy whilst playing
for Torino. He has played for SL Benefice, Sporting CP,
Inter Milan, Parma F.C., Panathinaikos AO, and RCD
Espanyol. As a player of the youth national team of
Portugal, he won the U-2@ World Championship. He
played 52 matches with the senior team. He par-
ticipated in the European Championships of 1996
and 2000 as well as the 2002 World Championship.
After finishing his football career, he became assi-
stant head coach of the Portuguese national team,
and worked with youth national teams as well. In
the years 2008 - 2010, he was the coach of Qu-
eens Park Rangers, Swansea City and Leicester
City.In 2011 - 2013, he worked with the Hungarian
Videoton FC, and then was the coach of Maccabi
Tel Aviv and FC Basel. In the years 2015 - 2817, So-
usa was in charge of ACF Fiorenting, and later on
coached the Chinese TJ Quanjian and the French
Girondins Bordeaux. On January 21, 2021, he be-
came the head coach of the Polish national tegm. .
Vi
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= REPREZENTACJI POLSKI ]
STAFF OF THE
POLISH NATIONAL TEAM

Paulo Manuel Carvalho Sousa Manuel Julio Cordeiro da Silva Pereira Victor Manuel Sanchez Llndo Paulo Jorge Fernandes Grilo
Selekcjoner Trener-usystent Trener-usystent Trener bramkarzy
Head Coach Assistant Coach Assistant Coach Goalkeeping Coach
e
o - !.

By
1T==17T

Lluis Sala Perez Antonio José Gomez Dioz Cosimo Cappagli Hubert Matowiejski
Trenerzy przygotowania fizycznego Trenerzy przygotowania fizycznego Analityk Szef banku informacj
Fitness Coach Fitness Coach Analyst Head of the Data Bank

Jocek Joroszewski Pawet Bamber Morcin Bator Adom Kurek
Lekarz Fizjoterapeuta Fizjoterapeuta Fizjoterapeuta
Team Doctor Physiotherapist Physiotherapist Physiotherapist
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Wojciech Herman Jokub Kwintkowski tukosz Gawrjotek Pawet Kosedowski
Fizjoterapeuta Team Manager ds. sportowych Team Manager ds. logistyki Kierownik techniczny
Physiotherapist rzecznik prosowy Logistics Team Manager Technical Monager

Team Sports Manager  Press Officer

~

L

Pawet Sidorowicz Tomasz Lesniok Rodostow Marciriczyk Wojeiech Zep
Asystent kierownika technicznego SzefKuchni Zostepea Szefa Kuchni Dietetyk
Assistant Technical Manager Chef Deputy Chef Nutritionist

£

Miguel Cabezas Cesar Augusto De Andrade Marcin Dorna Maciej Stolarczyk
Dietetyk molekularny Analiza, obstuga Wyscout Obserwacjarywali Obserwacjarywali
Moneculor Nutritionist Analyst  Wyscout Analyst Opposition scout Opposition scout

Impl_

Jukub Rejmoniok Filip Adamus Adrion Duda tukasz Grochala
Technical filming tqezyNos Pitka tqczy Nas Pitka Fotograf PZPN
Palish FA Media Polish FA Media Polish FA Phatographer
Vi

iY==
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Jucek Marczewski Robert Siwek
Ochrona Ochrona
Security Security
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Na kanale ,£gczy nas pitka” mowi Radio Polska Europa
- gtos pitkarskiej Polski.
W pierwszym odcinku specjainej audycji gosciem byt Paulo Sousa.

fP>>>5555555>55

NNDOWSy,
PAULO SOUSA:
MUSIMY BYC JEDNOSCIA

‘ Czego oczekuje od doSwiadczonych zawodnikéw, takich jak
Robert Lewandowski, Kamil Glik czy Grzegorz Krychowiak,

0 czego od entuzjozmu naszej mtodziezy?

Co jego zdaniem jest kluczowe,
by mistrzostwa Europy
zakonczyty sig dla nas

sukcesem?
y@LacngusPiIkG n facebook com/LaczyNasPilka instagram.com/laczynaspilka Q}uutube.oomILucngusPiIku ! sklep.laczynaspilka.pl 13
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W tej serii chcemy rozmawiaé o pitce. 0 rzeczach,
o ktérych polscy kibice cheieliby wiedzie¢ wszyst-
ko. Bedziemy pokazywaé perspektywe naszejre-
prezentacji na pitke i na Europe, ktéra organizuje
swoje mistrzostwa.

Niestety, ze wzgledu na obostrzenia i obowigzujgcy
nas rezim sanitarny, podczas zgrupowania w Opa-
lenicy nie moglisSmy da¢ Polakom szansy bycia bli-
zej pitkarzy, blizej reprezentacji Polski. Mamy jednak
pomyst, aby juz w Gdanisku i Sopocie, gdzie bedzie-
my stacjonowali podczas mistrzostw Europy, zorga-
nizowac kilka dni, by mogli do nas dotqczyc i obejrze¢
sesje treningowe.

W pierwszych dniach zgrupowania wszyscy mé-
wili tylko o jednym - kontuzji lewego kolana Arka-
diusza Milika, ktérej doznat podczas ostatniego
meczu ligowego w Olympique Marsylio. Po konsul-
tacjoch w Hiszpanii i z lekarzem reprezentaciji Pol-
ski, Jackiem Jaroszewskim, okazato si¢ na szcze-
$cie, ze operacja nie bedzie potrzebna. Zawodnik
przejdzie rehabilitacje i powinien byé gotowy na
pierwszy mecz mistrzostw Europy ze Stowacjg.
Oczywiscie to, ze stracilismy Krzysztofa Pigtka,
a w pierwszych dniach zgrupowania ze wzgledu na
kontuzje nie mogt trenowac Arkadiusz Milik, nasz
kluczowy zawodnik, byto dla nas znaczgeg stratg.
Ale byta to takze okazja, aby rozwazyé inne pomy-
sty i sprébowac innych mozliwosci, ktore przyniosq
nam efekty. W naszej reprezentacji jedng z najsilniej
obsadzonych pozycji jest atak. Dlatego zaczeliSmy
sie zastanawiag, w jaki sposéb moglibysSmy ,nakar-
mic¢" naszg ofensywe. zwazywszy na jokosé, jokg dys-
ponujemy, skorzystamy z zawodnikdw, ktdrzy bedq
w najlepszej formie i powalczymy na mistrzostwach
o jak najlepsze wyniki, aby Polacy byli z nas dumni.

e f—
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Na kanale tgezy Nas Pitka dokonali$my ostatnio
analizy gry... Paula Sousy. DotarliSmy do tasm
zmeczu Panathinaikosu Ateny z Polonig Warsza-
wa, by pokazaé kibicom, jak obecny selekejoner re-
prezentacji Polski grat w pitke. Pierwszg kwestig,
ktéra nas uderzyta, byto to, jukim byt Pan dobrym
podajgcym. Potrafit Pan wykonaé kazdego rodza-
ju podanie - z pitki stojgcej, z pitki w ruchu. Byta
tam jedna akejo, w ktérej dwukrotnie zagrat Pan
pitke zewnetrzng czescig stopy. MieliSmy row-
niez wrazenie, ze jezeli chodzi o ustawienie, po-
zycje, postawe ciata, przy prébach przechwytu,

ﬂ i‘gg D0S
DR
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zachowaniach z pitkg przy nodze, byt Pan pitka-
rzem przypominajgcym Grzegorza Krychowiaka.
Zgodzithy si¢ Pan z tym?

Krychowiak to pitkarz bardzo inteligentny. Zazwy-
Czaj przewiduje, co sie moze wydarzyc¢ w najbliz-
szym momencie meczu. Podejmuje decyzje na
boisku, ktére mu pomagojg rozwigzywac proble-
my albo przenosic gre w kierunku pitkarzy bardziej
z przodu. Ja zaczynatem w mtodym wieku joko
skrzydtowy, czasem jako napastnik bgdZ drugi,
cofniety atakujgey. W wieku 17 lat dostatem oka-
zje, by zagra¢ w pierwszej druzynie Benfiki na po-

ziomie profesjonalnym. Cata moja kariera to pro-
ces nauki. Uwielbiatem sig uczyc¢, cho¢ bytem bar-
dzo niesmiaty. To jednak pozwaolito mi obserwowac,
analizowad i starac¢ sie powtarzac wszystko lepiej.
Cigzko pracowatem przez caty czas, by przyswoié
te dobre rzeczy. To, ze gratem z przodu, otworzyto
mi nowe mozliwosci po cofnieciu sie do linii pomo-
cy. Lepiej rozumiatem potrzeby zawodnikow z ata-
ku. Dzigki temu mogtem grac tak jok w catej swo-
jej karierze. Rozumiatem pozycje, gre na niej. Fut-
bol jest kompleksowy, ajedng z jego czesci jest ro-
zumienie przestrzeni. Wraz z nig przychodzi czas
dziatania, tego co mozesz zrobié z pitkg, technicz-
nie, podaniami. To jednak przychodzi mechanicznie
wraz z pracq, powtarzalnosciq. Trzeba duzo cigz-

kiej pracy i poswiecenia, by osiggng¢ ten poziom.
Gratem z jednym z najlepszych pitkarzy na Swie-
cie, z Roberto Baggio. On po treningu jeszcze zo-
stawat, by poprawic swoje umiejetnosci technicz-
ne. Juz byt niesamowity, ale jeszcze chciat sig do-
skonalié. To uswiadomito mi, ze wszystko, co zro-
bitem sam, bez niczyjej pomocy, byto dobre i po-
mogto osiggng¢ pewien poziom.

Czesto powtarza Pan, ze jako trener jest zupet-
nie inny, niz byt jako pitkarz. Dlaczego? Czy te
role nie sq podobne?

Nie, sq kompletnie inne. Mozna tylko wyciggngé
pewne doswiadczenia z przesztosci.
Pitkarz w czasie kariery jest bowiem egocentrykiem.

Mysli tylko o sobie?

Joko pitkarz nawet podwdjnie. W poréwnaniu do tre-
neréw to zupetnie inny punkt widzenia. Musimy braé
zupetnie inne rzeczy pod uwage jako szkoleniowcey,
analizowaé cato$é. Sztab, organizacje, media, kibicow...
Muysle, ze to pomaga, bo caty dzier jestesSmy aktyw-
ni, my$limy o wszystkim i to nas rozwija. Jednocze-
$nie jedng z wazniejszych kwestii jest bycie szcze-
rym z wtasng osobowosciq. Jesli zaczniesz zmieniad
duzorzeczy, to przestajesz byc w zgodzie z samym
sobg. Dlatego trzeba by¢ wewnetrznie spéjnym.
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Rozmawiamy o Panu joko pitkarzu i zasta-
nawia nas jedno. Co sprawiato, ze byt Pan
i czut sie gotowy do najwazniejszych me-
czéw w swojej karierze? Do finatéw Ligi Mi-
strzéw, migdzynarodowych turniejow. Czym
jest ta gotowosé?

Opowiem wam jedng historig, cho¢ normalnie nie
grzebig w przesztosci, nie méwie o tym. Tak jak
nie mysle o dalekiej przysztosci. Skupiam sie na
terazniejszosci i najblizszej przysztosci, na tym,
co moge kontrolowaé. Od ngjmtodszych lat mgj
rozwdj dotyczyt tej mechanizacji, powtarzalno-
8ci technicznych zagran. Ale tak samo koncen-
trowatem sie na elemencie wizualizacji. By sku-
pia¢ sie na tym, co moge kontrolowaé. Co moge
poprawiaé, jakimi drogami, i pracowaé nad tym.
Kiedy przyjechatem po raz kolejny do Wtoch, nie
pamietam juz kto, ale dat mi ksigzke o Philu Jack-
sonie i Chicago Bulls.

Pod tytutem ,,Jedenascie pierscieni”?

To nie byta ta ksigzka, ale dotyczgca jego pracy
z zawodnikami. Oczywiscie Stany Zjednoczone sq
inne od Europy pod wieloma wzgledami. Jackson
sprawiat, ze wszyscy pracowali nad medytacjg,
jednoscig, by osiggngc cele, indywidualne, jok tez
zespotowe. To niesamowite. W futbolu, zwtasz-
cza w Europie, zaczeto sie to w ostatnich latach.
Coraz czesciej stychaé o psychologii sportu, kt6-
ra ma doswiadczenie nie jako terapii, ale blizej pit-
ki. Futbol jest podstepny. Daje ci mozliwosci po-
kazania samego siebie. WiekszoS¢ oséb nie jest
do tego przyzwyczajonych, ich ego wedruje na-
prawde wysoko i popetniajg duzo btedéw. To na-
prawde wazne, aby z tym sobie radzi¢. Ten obszar
rozwija sie w pitce, podejécie mentalne jest klu-
czowe. Topowe druzyny pracujg z psychologami
zwtaszcza w regeneracji, przy powrocie do zdro-
wia, wizualizujge sobie, jok wszystko dziato sie
wczesniej. Widzisz siebie wykonujgcego czyn-
nosci, ktérych nie mozesz zrobic teraz przez uraz.
Ten proces jest tak szybki, ze to niesamowite. Dla
mnie ten proces polegat na skupieniu nad tym, co
moge kontrolowaé. Co méwit mi trener o strategii,
o rywalu, o0 tym, co mozemy zrobié jako kolektyw,
migdzy liniami, w réznych strefach. Sam réwniez
skupiatem sie na tym, jakich pitkarzy mam wokét
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siebie. To pozwalato mi szybciej podejmowac de-
cyzje na boisku. Mamy swiadomos¢ i podswia-
domosé. Ta druga jest jok komputer. Wktadasz
w nig informacje i gdy je masz zaprogramowa-
ne, to dziatasz naturalnie, gdy sie dziejq. To klik-
niecie, co$ normalnego. Zaczgtem nad tym pra-
cowaé bez niczyjego nakazu. Gdy zdatem sobie
z tego sprawe po lekturze ksigzki, zainwestowa-
tem w siebie. Z kluczowymi osobami, ktére mnie
wspieraty w tym rozwoju.

26 ZAWODNIKOW W KADRACH DRUZYN
NA UEFA EURO 2020

Komitet Wykonawczy UEFA zatwierdzit po-
wigkszenie kadr finalistow mistrzostw Europy
2020 z 23 do 26 zawodnikéw. ,, Taka decyzja
ma da¢ druzynom bezpieczenstwo. Zapewnic¢
sprawny przebieg i ciggtos¢ rywalizacji w Swie-
tle pandemii COVID-18 oraz p6zniejszymi dzia-

taniami kwarantanny” - argumentuje Unia Eu-
ropejskich Zwigzkow Pitkarskich.

Dodatkowo przed kazdym meczem w trakcie
turnieju bedzie mozna dokona¢ wymiany kon-
tuzjowanego lub chorego bramkarza. W kadrze
meczowej nadal bedzie maksymalnie 23 gra-
czy (pierwsza ,jedenastka” plus dwunastu re-
zerwowych, w tym trzech bramkarzy), a trzech
zawodnikéw zasigdzie na trybunach.

To byta nowosé. Pitkarze na poczgtku XXI wie-
ku nie byli obudowani sztabem, specjalistami.
Nikt o tym nie mysiat.

Tomusiato zaczgé sie dziac. Najlepsze kluby daty
trenerom i pitkarzom mozliwo$¢ rozwoju. Widzimy,
ze trenerzy majg takie postacie w sztabie, sam mam
bliskie mi osoby od czasu gry w pitke. Pozwala mi to
na wymiang mysli, cho¢ to zalezy od projektu, sam
jestem got6éw do adaptowania sie. Zawsze wspot-
pracuje z osobg, ktéra mnie zna, wie, jak reaguje, co
mysle, jok antycypuje. Staram sie dac tej osobie pe-
ten obraz i otrzymuje porady. Trzeba by¢ jednak sobg.
Musimy zachowywac sig naturalnie. Jesli chce sig
robié cos sprzecznego, to popetnia sie btedy, a pit-
karze sprawiajg, ze to ty za nie ptacisz.
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Ma Pan do$wiadczenie pracy z niedoceniany-
mi zespotami. Tok jok Videoton, Basel, Macco-
bi, ktére nie byty faworytami, a zrobity postep.
Zwtaszecza w Europie: awansowat Pan do fazy
grupowej Ligi Europy, Ligi Mistrzéw, wychodzit
z powodzeniem z trudnej rywalizacji. Jakg role
odgrywa wiara w osiggnigcie sukcesow wigk-
szych niz mozliwosci?

To czes$¢ procesu. Nalezy wierzy¢ i mie¢ przekona-
nie w to, co sie prezentuje na boisku. Albo co sobg

s /
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prezentujesz w catym procesie i jok wdrazasz te
rzeczy na placu gry. Wptywa na to wiele czynni-
kéw. Jestem osobg, ktéra w pierwszej kolejnosci
patrzy na pitkarza. Jakg ma charakterystyke, jak
wpasowuje sig w charakter zespotu? Zachowuje
réwnowage migdzy tym, co chce zobaczyé po dru-
zynie i jokich mam pitkarzy. Staram sie adaptowac,
bo widze te dwie kwestie. Szanujgc umiejetnosci
pitkarzy, w catej tej dynamice. Tworze wokét nich
model gry, ktéry jest naszym paszportem, naszq
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tozsamoscig, z czym mozemy sie identyfikowac.
Czasem proces zaczyna sie od defensywy, czasem
bardziej skupia sig na ataku, fazach przej$ciowych.
Obie te rzeczy sg jednak zawsze widoczne w Gwi-
czeniach treningowych. Razem, bo osobno tego nie
zrobimy. Zresztg wszystkie momenty w grze za-
chodzg razem, nie w odosobnieniu. Mozemy sig jed-
nak skupié na procesie, tam, gdzie go zaczynamy.
Musimy do niego dgzyg, bo trenowanie pitkarza to
nauka taktyki, techniki, fizycznosci i mentalnosci.
Dla mnie te dwa elementy do podtrzymania to tak-
tykaimentalnosé. Dlaczega? Bo cheemy pitkarza
inteligentnego. Wtedy on odnajduje sie w trudnych
chwilach, stawia czota problemom w kazdym mo-
mencie. Staramy sig im pomac. Wiara w to, co ro-
bimy, odgrywa tu role w sferze mentalnej. To pcha
cie blizej pewnosci siebie, blizej przekonania. Spra-
wia, ze wszystko robimy z entuzjozmem, z przeko-
naniem, z wiarg. | wszystko dziata. Kiedy trafiasz
dojedenastu, dwudziestu szesciu pitkarzy czy 38
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milionéw ludzi - tworzy sie energia. Energia wpty-
wajgca na proces i jego rezultat.

W jokim momencie tego procesu jestesSmy? Juki
zespot Pan widzi i na jakim etapie on sig znaj-
duje?

Druzynajest na etapie ciezkiej pracy nad tym proce-
sem. Sktadamy rézne momenty gry, w ktérych, jak
mowitem, skupiamy sie bardziej na organizacji defen-
sywnej. Poniewaz historia mistrzostw Europy poka-
zuje, ze te turnieje naprawde réznig sie od rozgrywek
klubowych. W ligach zwykle faworytem do mistrzo-
stwa sg dwie, trzy druzyny. W mistrzostwach Euro-
py jest to szeS¢, siedem bardzo mocnych reprezenta-
cji. Szanse majg nawet ci nieco stabsi, gdy sq dobrze
zorganizowani, gdy majg wtasciwg mentalno$é. Oczy-
wiscie, ze bedq gorsze momenty, wpadnie si¢ w do-
tek... Ale jesli masz mozliwo$¢ odbudowy, brak limi-
téw, pracujesz jeden za drugiego, jednosc i tak dalej...
Masz dobrg podstawe organizacji w konceptach de-
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fensywnych z zawodnikami wysokiej jakosci, a takich
mamy, to Euro pokazuje, ze mozemy wygrywac. Trzy
marcowe mecze uswiadomity mi zmiang, jakiej staro-
lismy sie dokona¢ w naszej reprezentaciiijakiej doko-
naliSmy w odniesieniu do tego, co byto w przesztosci.
Wszystko, czego cheieliSmy w ramach naszego mo-
delu gry, w naszym pomysle na gre udato sie poka-
za6.To byto jok oderwanie od blizszej i dalszej przeszto-
§ci naszej druzyny narodowej. Ja w to wierze i pitka-
rze pokazali mi w marcowych meczach, ze tez zaczeli
w to wierzyé. Byto wiele sytuacji, ktérymi to pokaza-
li, praktycznie bez treningu, jedynie po dwoch wspol-
nych sesjach. Pitkarze zaczeli sobie zdawaé sprawe
z tego, ze mogq grac inaczej, jezeli bedziemy razem,
zjednoczeni, z ogromnym przekonaniem i ciezkq pra-
cg. Naprawdeg potrzebujemy, by wszysey w tym pro-
cesie uczestniczyli. A proces to ciezka praca. Podczas
turnieju bedziemy mieli momenty z rywalami, gdy be-
dziemy mieli trudno$ci i bedziemy grali chwilami bar-
dzo nisko. Bedziemy musieli pracowac jeden za dru-

giego. Takze w zmeczeniu musimy odbudowywac
sie, bo mamy pitkarzy robigeych réznice. JestesSmy
w trakcie procesu | odpowiadajge na pytanie, pracu-
jemy teraz nad obiema sprawami: organizacjg w de-
fensywie kazdej z linii, skupiajgc sie bardziej na linii
obrony, ale tez pomocy, bo nie mozemy broni¢ tylko
trzema-czterema zawodnikami. Musimy bronié jako
catos¢. Musimy wykazywaé jednos¢, znaé koncep-
ty indywidualne, w strefach, kolektywu i nastawie-
nia. Bo to kwestia podejscia. Tego nie moge im dac,
cho¢ z nimi rozmawiam, oni muszg stworzyc je sami.
Tak jok widzieliscie w treningach, to co$, na co bardzo
zwracam uwage, by czuli sie komfortowo, ale i pewnie.
Tego potrzebujemy. | musimy budowaé to codziennie.

Biorgc pod uwage to, co Pan méwi, czy mozemy
byé troche jok Portugalia na Euro 20167 Mie-
li jednego pitkarza najwyzszej klasy pomigdzy
wieloma dobrymi, czyli tak jak my. Byli zespo-
tem swiadomym, dobrze zorganizowanym, am-
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bitnym w obronie, ale i ataku. Takze w momen-
cie kryzysu, jak w finale, gdy stracili Cristiano
Ronaldo. Zjednoczyli si¢ nuwet bardziej, o obraz-
ki z jego zachowania przy linii bocznej byty wy-
jatkowe. Widzi Pan to sumo przekonanie, wiare
i jednos$é jako kluczowe dla turnieju?

Co6z, nie jestem osobg, ktdra lubi opowiadaé¢ bzdu-
ry... Lubie byé bezposredni, dlatego od razu powiem,
ze to poréwnanie nie byto wtasciwe. Nie jesteSmy
jeszcze na tym poziomie, choé checemy dotrzeé na
taki poziom mentalnosci. Pod wzgledem taktycz-
nym i konceptéw indywidualnych nie osiggneliSmy
tego etapu. Pracujemy nad tym i jesli mnie pyta-
cie, czy kiedys mozemy to 0siggnge...

... tak, o to nam chodzito.
Mozemy to osiggngé. Jest to proces, nad ktérym
musimy pracowag. Robitem to w przesztosci. Jok-
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by to ujgé... Lepiej spocit sie teraz, niz pézniej wy-
krwawi¢ na boisku. Musimy teraz popracowacg, by
to przyjq¢ joko normalnos¢. Musze powiedziec, ze
jestem bardzo zadowolony z nastawienia zawod-
nikéw. lch entuzjozmu, intensywnosci w treningu.
Oczywiscie, kazdy z nich jest nainnym etapie, win-
nym wieku, nainnym poziomie zmeczenia. Musimy
tym zarzqdzag, jok byto to po szczepieniach. Musi-
my zmienia¢ plany. Potrzebujemy umiejetnosci ada-
ptacji | zarzgdzania procesem treningowym, obje-
toscigiintensywnoscig treningdw. Ale koniec kori-
cow pracujemy nad naszymi pomystami, ktérych
potrzebujemy, bo dzigki nim bedziemy bardzo macni
w rywalizacji z kazdym rywalem. JesteSmy w stanie
rywalizowa¢ z kazdym. Twarzg w twarz, z réznymi
strategiami, réznymi pitkarzami. Bo mogg byé kon-
tuzje, ale musimy znalezé droge. Jedng z podstaw
jestmentalnosé, o ktérej wspomnieliScie.
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Momy kilku pitkarzy klusy $wiatowej, ale chce-
my takze spytaé o mtodziez. Czy ona bedzie go-
towa? Ci zawodnicy nie majg do$wiadczenia
wielkich meczéw, turniejéw. Czy ma Pan prze-
konanie, ze bedg na to przygotowani?

Oczywiscie, ze mam pewnos$é, bo bez niejbymich
nie powotat. Jako trener musze dbaé o wtasciwy
timing decyzji w kwestii tych pitkarzy. Mozemy
mie¢ wptyw na kierunek ich profesjonalnych ka-
rier jednym meczem. Jesli juz mam solidng pod-
stawe, tojest tatwiej. Powiem jednak jedngrzecz,
ktdrej potrzeba w kazdym zespole. Pitkarze jesz-
cze nie wiedzg, czym jest tego typu turniej, jakiej
wymaga odpowiedzialnosci. Reprezentujemy
caty naréd. Oni majg jeszcze w sobie inicjatywe,
wolnosé, normalne poczucie odpowiedzialnosci.
Co do zasad, w tym, jak i co robig w konkretnych
strefach boiska. To takze istotna cecha. Przykta-

HOTEL SOPOT MARRIOTT RESORT & SPA
BAZA REPREZENTAC)I POLSKI
PODCZAS EURD 2020

Hotel Marriott Resort & Spa w Sopocie bedzie
oficjalng bazg reprezentaciji Polski w trakcie mi-
strzostw Europy 2020. Biato-czerwoni bedq tre-
nowalina Arenie Gdarisk, na ktdrej rozegrano nie-
dawno finat Ligi Europy UEFA. Réwniez z Gdan-
ska podopieczni Paula Sousy bedg wylatywa-
lina mecze grupowe EURO 2020 do Sankt Pe-
tersburgai Sewilli.

Z powodu zmiany lokalizacjimeczéw grupowych
mistrzostw Europy reprezentacja Polski zrezy-
gnowata z osrodka Portmarnock pod Dublinem.
Pierwotnie mecze ze Stowacjg i Szwecjg mia-
ty odbyc sie w Dublinie, a spotkanie z Hiszpa-
nig w Bilbao. Te miasta nie daty jednak gwaran-
Cji wpuszczenia na trybuny przynajmniej cze-
Sci kibicow, a to byt warunek UEFA, aby zacho-
waé prawo wspaétorganizagii turnieju. Ostatecz-
nie Komitet Wykonawczy UEFA zdecydowat,
ze mecze grupowe biato-czerwonych zosta-
ng rozegrane w Sankt Petersburgu (14 czerwca
ze Stowacjg i 23 czerwea ze Szwecjg) i Sewil-
li (19 czerwea z Hiszpanig).

dowo Kacper Koztowski, ktéry jest bardzo mto-
dy i mato grat w poprzednim sezonie — miat pe-
chowy wypadek, ktdry zatrzymat jego rozwa;.
Ale potencjat widaé. Dlaczego moge go rozwa-
zac jako jednego z waznych zawodnikéw na ten
turnieji kolejne? Bo ma charakterystyke, jakosc.
Dlaczego wigc czekaé? Jesli ten moment przyj-
dzie, to bedzie gotow.

Owszem, popetni btedy, ale zespét musi sobie z tym
poradzi¢, bo to nie tylko on zrobi btgd, inni tez mogg
je zrobi¢. Zespat, joko cato$é, musi go wspierac po-
mimo tych bteddw.

W pierwszej fazie przygotowar w Opalenicy
zawodnikom towarzyszyty rodziny, najblizsi.
To wazne po catym sezonie, po trudnosciach
zwigzanych z COVID, ze zawodnicy mogli spe-
dzi¢ troche czasu z rodzinami. Bo méwimy o jed-
nosci w miejscu pracy, czyli w naszym przypad-
ku, na boisku. Majgc rodziny u boku, mozemy te
empatie takze zbudowac poprzez wiele réznych
rol. Dla mnie rodzina jest jedng z nojwazniejszych
kwestii, 0 czym mowie przez cate zycie. Czy by-
tem dzieckiem, pitkarzem, trenerem. Zauwazy-
tem, ze Polska jest takim krajem, w kt6érym ro-
dzina takze jest na pierwszym miejscu. Dlacze-
go mam wigc zabiera¢ wam co$ tak waznego?
Przekonatem federacje, by pozwolita nam zor-
ganizowaé poczgtek przygotowan w Opalenicy
z rodzinami. MieliSmy oczywiscie réwniez inne
obowigzki, trenowalismy. Zawodnicy byli swiet-
ni, choc jako lider nie mogtem pozwoli¢, aby obni-
zyli swdj poziom. Caty czas kontrolowalismy ob-
jetos¢, intensywnosé, dostosowywaliSmy po-
ziom, a zawodnicy mieli tylko trenowac i wierzyé
w proces, ze to prawidtowa droga. Mamy swojg
odpowiedzialnos¢ waobec naszej najwigkszej ro-
dziny, jokg jest caty nasz kraj. To cos, co musimy
mie¢ w gtowie kazdego dnia. Mam takze prosbe
do kibicéw - trzymajcie za nas kciuki, bo im wie-
cej tego, tym wiecej dostajemy pozytywnej ener-
gii. Chcemy sprébowac, chcemy wykonac swojg
prace, da¢ emocje, ktére sg mozliwe. Ten proces
my zaczelismy. Miejmy nadzieje, ze zrealizujemy
go tak szybko, jak to mozliwe.
Rozmawiali
Filip Adamus i Michat Zachodny
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PAULO SOUSA:
WE MUST BE UNITED /

What does he expect from experienced players like
Robert Lewandowski, Kamil Glik and Grzegarz Krychowiak,
and what does he expect from the enthusiasm
of our youth? What, in his apinion, is the key
to a successful European championship for us?

It's time for an exclusive interview

withtheheadcoachofthe ¢

Polish national
& /’
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In this series, we want to talk about football. Things
that Polish fans would like to know all about. We will
be showing our national teaum's perspective on foot-
ball and on Europe hosting its championships.

Unfortunately, due to restrictions and sanitary regime,
we could not give the Poles a chance to be closer to the
players, closer to the Polish national team during the tra-
ining camp in Opalenica. However, we came up with an
idea to organise a few days in Gdarisk and Sopot, where
we will be stationed during the European Championship,
sothat they canjoin us and watch the training sessions.

In the first days of the training camp, everyone tal-
ked exclusively about one thing - Arkadiusz Milik’s
left knee injury, which he suffered during the last
league match at Olympique de Marseille. After con-
sultations in Spain and with the physician of the Po-
lish national team, Jucek Jaroszewski, it turned out,

26 REPREZENTACJA POLSKI

) |
Car

fortunately, that no surgery will be necessary. The
player will undergo rehabilitation and should be re-
ady for the first match of the European Champion-
ship against Slovakia.

Of course, the fact that we lost Krzysztof Pigtek and that
our key player, Arkadiusz Milik, could not trainin the first
days of the training camp due to aninjury, was a signifi-
cantloss for us. But it was also an opportunity to consi-
der otherideas and try other possibilities that would bring
usresults. The strongest section of our national teamin
terms of players is the offence. Therefore, we started
thinking about how we could ,nourish” our offense. Lo-
oking at the quality that we have. We will use the players
who are in the best shape and we will fight for the best
results at the championship to make Poles proud of us.

On the tgezy Nas Pitka channel, we have recently
analysed the style of play of... Paulo Sousa. We fo-
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und the topes of Panathinaikos Athens’ match aga-
inst Polonio Warszawa to show fans how the current
head coach of the Polish national team played foot-
ball. The first thing that struck us was what a good
passer you were. You were able to make all kinds of
passes - whether it was o standing ball or @ moving
ball. There was one action where you played the ball
twice with the outer part of your foot. We also had
theimpression that in terms of positioning, body po-
sture, position, when trying to intercept the ball, be-

derstood my position, how to play it. Football is complex
and one of its constituents is the understanding of spa-
ce.Along with it comes the time to act, to do something
with the ball, use technical skills, pass the ball. This, ho-
wever, is developed mechanically, through work, repeti-
tion. It takes alot of hard work and dedication to reach
thislevel.| played with one of the best football players in
the world, Roberto Baggio. He would stay evenafter the
end of the training toimprove his technical skills. He was
already omazing but he still wanted to improve. It made

| played with one of the best
foothall players in the world,
Roberto Baggio. He would stay
even after the end of the training
to improve his technical skills.

haviour with the ball at your feet, you were a play-
er reminiscent of Grzegorz Krychowiak. Would you
agree with that?

Krychowiak s a veryintelligent player. He usually predicts
what might happen in the next second of the match. He
makes decisions on the pitch that help him solve problems
or switch play towards players more up front.| started at
ayoungage as awinger, sometimes as astriker or second
striker. At the age of 17, | got the opportunity to play for
Benfica's first team at a professional level. My whole co-
reer has been a learning process. | loved learning, altho-
ugh | was very shy. Yet it allowed me to observe, analy-
se,and try to repeat things even better. | worked hard all
the time to learn these good things. The fact that [ play-
ed up front opened up new opportunities for me when
Imovedback to the midfieldline.|had abetter understan-
ding of the needs of the offensive players. It allowed me
to play the way I've played throughout my career. | un-

merealize that everything | did on my own, without any-
one's help, was good and helped me reach acertainlevel.

You often say that you are very different as a conch
than you were as a foothall player. Why? Aren't the-
se roles similar?

No, they are completely different. You can only draw on
some experiences from the past.

After all, football players are self-absorbed during the-
ir career.

They think only of themselves?

As foothall players, even twice as much. Compared to co-
aches, itis a completely different point of view. We have
totake completely different things into consideration as
coaches, analyse the whole picture. The staff, the organi-
sation, the media, the fans...| think it helps because we-
e active all day, we think about everything and it helps
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us develop. At the same time, one of the most important
issuesis to be true toyourself. If you start changing alot
of things, you stop being in tune with yourself. Therefo-
re, you need to be consistent.

We talk about you as o foothall player and we are
wondering about one thing. What made you be and
feel ready for the most important matches of your
career? For Champions League finals, internatio-
nal tournaments. What does this readiness mean?
Letme tellyou a story, althoughldon't normally delve in
the past, | don't really talk about it. Just like | don't think
about the distant future. | focus on the present and the
immediate future,on what | can control. Fromanearly age,
my development was about that mechanisation, there-
petition of technical elements of play. But | wasjust as fo-
cused on the element of visualisation. To focus on what
| can control. What | canimprove, how | can do that, and
then work on it. The next time | came to Italy, | don't re-
member who, but someone gave me a book about Phil
Jackson and the Chicago Bullls.

Wasiit entitled ,,Eleven Rings"?

It was not this book but it concerned his work with play-
ers. Of course, the United States is different from Euro-
peinmany ways. Jackson made everyone work on me-
ditation, on unity, to achieve both the individual goals and
the team goals. It's amazing. In football, especially in Eu-
rope, this has startedinrecent years. Sports psychology,
whichis used as therapy but one that is closer to foot-
ball,is becoming more and mare popular. Footballis tricky.
It allows you to show yourself.Most people are not used
toit, their ego gets too big and they make a lot of mista-
kes.It'sreallyimportant to be able to deal with that. This
areais developingin football, the mental approachis cru-
cial. Top teams work with psychologists especially du-
ring recuperation, recovery, while visualising how every-
thing went down before. You see yourself performing ac-
tivities that you can't do now because of an injury. This
process is so fastit's amazing. For me, this process was
about focusing on what | could control. What the coach
told me about strategy, about the opponent, about what
we cando as a collective, between the lines, in different
zones. | myself also focused on what players | was sur-
rounded by. It allowed me to make decisions faster on
the pitch. We have a consciousness and a subconscio-
usness. Thelatterislike a computer. You putinformation
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intoit and when once itis programmed, you act naturally
asithappens.It'slike aclick, it's natural. | started working
on it without anyone telling me to. When | realized this
after reading the book, linvestedin myself. With key pe-
ople who supported mein this process of development.

It was something new. In the early 21st century, foot-
ball players were not surrounded with training stoff,
specialists. No one thought about it.

It had to start happening. Top clubs gave coaches and
players the opportunity to develop.

We can see that coaches have such people on staff, | my-
self have had people close to me since | started playing
football. It allows me to exchange ideas, although it de-
pends on the project, | am willing to adapt myself. | always
work with someone who knows me, knows how | react,
what | think,how | anticipate. | try to give that person the
full picture and| get their advice. Still, you have to be your-
self. We need to act naturally. When you want to do so-
mething conflicting, you make mistakes, and the players
make you pay for them.

You have experience in working with underrated te-
ams. Like Videoton, Basel, Maccabi, which were not
the favourites but made progress. Especially in Eu-
rope: you advanced to the group stage of the Euro-

1

The strongest
section of our

national team

in terms

of players

Is the offence.
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pa League, the Champions League, came out suc-
cessful from difficult competitions. What role does
belief play in achieving successes greater than one-
's capabilities?

It's part of the process. You have to believe and have
confidence in what you present on the pitch. Or in what
yourepresent in the whole process and how you imple-
ment those things on the playing field. Thisis influenced
by many factors. | am a person who looks at the players
first. What are their characteristics, how do they fit into
the profile of the team. | try to maintain abalance betwe-
enwhat|expect from the team and what players | have.
Itry to adapt because | see these two things. Respecting
the skills of the players, in all the dynamics. | create a play
model around them which constitutes our passport, our
identity, something we canidentify with. Sometimes the
process starts with the defensive, sometimes it focuses
more on the offensive, transitional phases. However, both
of these things are always evident in training exercises. To-
gether,because we cannot do it separately. All situations
inamatch take place together; not inisolation, but we can

focus onthe process, whereit all starts. We have to work
towards it because coaching afootball playeris about te-
aching them tactics, technique, working on their physi-
cality and mentality. For me, the two elements to main-
tain are tactics and mentality. Why? Because we want
players who are intelligent. Then they find themselves
even in difficult moments and are able to face any pro-
blem at any time. We try to help them. Believing in what
we do plays arole here in the sphere of mentality. It pu-
shes you closer to confidence, closer to assertiveness. It
makes us do what we do with enthusiasm, with convic-
tion, with faith. And everything works great. When you
get through to eleven, twenty-six football players, or 38
million people - certainenergyis created. Energy thatin-
fluences the process and its outcome.

At what point in this process are we? What kind of
team do you see and what stage are they at?

The teamis at the stage of hard work on this process. We
put together different moments inamatchin which, as
| said, we focus more on the organisation of the defen-
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ce.Because the history of the European Championship
shows that these tournaments are really different from
club competitions. In leagues, there are usually two or
three teams favoured to win the championship. In the
European championship, it is six or seven very strong
teams. Even the slightly weaker teams have a chance
of winning if they are well organised, if they have the ri-
ght mentality. Of course, there will be worse moments,
bad patches... But if you have the ability torecover, the-
re are no limits, everyone works together, there's uni-
tyandsoon... When you have a well-organised defen-
ce with quality players, and we have those, this Euro
shows that we can win. The three matches in March
made me realize what changes we tried to make in our
national team and what changes we have made inre-
lation to what was in the past. We managed to show
everything we wanted to within our play model, wi-
thin our idea on how to play. It was like a break from the
near and distant past of our national team. | believe in
it and the players showed me in the March matches
that they have started to believe in it too. There were
many situations in which they demonstrated this, with
virtually no training, after only two sessions together.
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The players began to realize that they could play diffe-
rently if we are together, united, with great confidence
and hard work. We really need everyone to participa-
teinthis process. And the process is hard work. During
the tournament, we will have moments with our oppo-
nents when we will have difficulties and we will play
very low at times. We will have to work together, fill in
for each other. Even when we are exhausted, we have
to recover because we have players who make a dif-
ference. We're in the process and to answer your qu-
estion, we're working on both things right now: organi-
sation of the defensive end of each line, focusing more
onthe defensive line but also the midfield line because
we can't defend with only three-four players. We must
defend as a whole. We must show unity, know the in-
dividual concepts, as well as the concepts for particu-
lar zones, for the collective and for attitudes. Because
it's a matter of attitude. That's something | can't give
them, although | talk to them about it, they have to
develop it themselves. As you've seen during the tro-
ining sessions, it's something | pay alot of attention to
so that they feel comfortable but also confident. Tha-
t's what we need. And we need to build that every day.
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Given what you have suid, is it possible that we will
be a bit like Portugal at Euro 20162 They had one
top-notch player among many good ones, which is
also the case for us. They were o very aware team,
well organised, and ambitious both in the defence
and the offence. Also in a moment of crisis, like in the
final when they lost Cristiano Ronaldo. They beca-
me even more united and his behaviour near the to-
uchline was exceptional. Do you see that belief, fa-
ith and unity as crucial in terms of the tournament?
Well,'m not one to talk nonsense... | like to be direct so [l
say right away that the comparison wasn't appropriate.
We are not at that level yet, although we want to get to
that level of mentality. In terms of tactics and individual
concepts, we have notreached that stage. We're working
onit,andif you're askingmeif we can ever achieve that...

... yes, that’s what we are trying to do.

We candothis. Thisis aprocess that we need towork on.
| have done thisin the past. How do | put this... Better to
work up asweat now thanbleed out on the pitch later. We
must now work towards accepting this as normal.lhave
tosay that|am very happy with the attitude of the play-
ers. Their enthusiasm, theirintensityin training. Of course,
everyoneis at adifferent stage, they are of different ages
and at a different level of exhaustion. We need tomana-

26 PLAYERS IN THE NATIONAL TEAMS
FOR UEFA EURO 2020

The UEFA Executive Committee has approved
the expansion of the 202@ European Cham-
pionship finalists from 23 to 26 players. ,This
decision is to give teams a sense of security.
Ensure the smooth organisation and continu-
ity of the competition in the light of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and subsequent quarantine
measures,” argues the Union of European Fo-
otball Associations.

In addition, any injured or ill goalkeeper can be
substituted before each match during the tour-
nament. The national team will still have a maxi-
mum of 23 players (the first, eleven” plus twelve
substitutes, including three goalkeepers), with
three players sitting in the stands.

ge this situation, asit was after vaccinations. We have to
change plans. We need the ability to adapt and manage
the training process, training volume and intensity. But at
the end of the day, we work on our ideas, which we need
because they will make us very strong against any op-
ponent. We can compete with anyone. Face to face, with
different strategies, different players. Some injuries may
oceur but we have to find a way. One of the fundamen-
talsis the mentality you mentioned.

We have some world-class players but we also want
to ask about the youth players. Will they be ready?
These players don't have any experience in big mat-
ches, tournuments. Are you confident that they will
be prepared for this?

Of course |am confident. If lwasn't, lwouldn't have called
themup.As acoach,|have tomake sure that| make the
right decisions at the right time when it comes to these
players. We caninfluence the direction of their professio-
nal careers with one match. If | already have a solid foun-
dation, it's easier. However, | will say one thing that every
team needs. These players don't know yet what kind of
atournamentitis, whatresponsibility it entails. We repre-
sent the entire nation. They still have initiative, freedom,
anormal sense of responsibility when it comes torules,
including how and what they doin particular zones onthe
pitch. Thisis also animportant feature. For example, Kac-
per Koztowski, whois very young and played very little in
the last season, had an unlucky accident that inhibited
his development. But you can see his potential. Why can
| consider him as one of the important players for this to-
urnament as well as the following ones” Because he has
acharacter, a certain quality about him. So why wait? If
that moment comes, he will be ready.

Sure, he will make mistakes, but the team has to deal
with it becauseit's not just him who will make mistakes,
others can make them too. The team, as a whole, must
support him despite these mistakes.

In the first phase of preparations in Opalenica, the
players were accompanied by their families, lo-
ved ones.

After a full season of COVID difficulties, it was important
that the players could spend some time with their families.
After all, we're talking about unity in the workplace, which
is,in our case, the pitch. With families by our side, we can
also build that empathy through many different roles. For
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me, family is one of the mostimportant things, something
I've beentalking about allmy life. Whether I was akid, a fo-
otball player, acoach. | have noticed that Polandis a coun-
try where family also comes first. Sowhy should | take so-
mething soimportant away fromyou?| convinced the fe-
deration tolet us start the preparations in Opalenica with
our families. We also had other responsibilities, of course,
we trained. The players were great, although, as a leader,
Ihad tomake sure they would not lower their level. We con-
stantly monitored the volume andintensity of training, ad-
Justedits level,while all the players had to do was trainand
believe in the process, believe that this was the right way
togo. We have aresponsibility to our biggest family, which
is our entire country. It's something we need tokeepin our
minds every day. | also have arequest to the fans - keep
your fingers crossed for us because the more you do, the
more positive energy we get. We want to try, we want to
do our job, give you all the possible excitement. We have
already started this process. Hopefully, we will be able to
implement itin full as soon as possible.
Interviewed by
Filip Adomus and Michat Zachodny

SOPOT MARRIOTT RESORT & SPA HOTEL
AS THE ACGOMMODATION

FORTHE POLISH NATIONAL TEAM
DURING EURO 2020

The Marriott Resort & Spa hotel in Sopot will be the
official accommodation for the Polish national team
during the 2020 European Championship. The Whi-
te-and-Reds will train at the Arena Gdarisk, which
recently hosted the UEFA Europa League final. Paulo
Sousa's players will fly from Gdarisk to St. Petersburg
and Seville for the group matches of EURO 2020.
Due to the change of location of the group matches
at the European Championship, the Polish national
team resigned from the Portmarnock resort near
Dublin. The matches against Slovakia and Sweden
were originally scheduled to take place in Dublin,
while the match against Spain was to take place
in Bilbao. However, these cities failed to guarantee
that at least a certain number of fans would be al-
lowed into the stands, which was UEFA's condi-
tion for retaining the right to co-host the tourna-
ment. Ultimately, the UEFA Executive Committee
decided that the group matches of the White-and
-Reds will be playedin St. Petersburg (14 June aga-
inst Slovakia and 23 June against Sweden) and Se-
ville (19 June against Spain).
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- Jeszcze nie do konca zdajg sobie sprawe z tego, ze pobitem rekord
Gerda Muellera. To wielka duma i szczgScie, ale pewnie dopiero z biegiem czasu
dojdzie do mnie to, co sig wydarzyto. Teraz jednak czas na mistrzostwa Europy

- powiedziat Robert Lewandowski, kapitan reprezentacji Polski.
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Jeszcze nie do korica zdaje sobie z tego sprawe.
Oczywiscie to wielka duma, wielkie szczescie, ale
pewnie dopiero z biegiem czasu dojdzie do mnie
to, co sie wydarzyto. Wiele byto emocji, ktdre to-
warzyszyty temu wydarzeniu w Polsce i w Niem-
czech. Nie byto to tatwe, ale pobitem ten rekord.
Przyznam jednak, ze myslatem, ze jest to niemoz-
liwe do wykonania... W miedzyczasie miatem pro-
blemy z kontuzjg, ktorej timing nie byt najlepszy.
Dwa-trzy tygodnie zmieniajq duzo w pitce, nega-
tywnie lub pozytywnie. Wiedziatem, ze moze bycé
ciezko, ale ta czworka z przodu w dorobku bramko-
wym brzmi Swietnie. Sam zaskakuje sie z roku na
rok, jestem z tego dumny.

W tym meczu byty momenty, gdy sam do siebie
zaczynatem sie Smiac, zadawac sobie pytania, czy
ten rekord da si¢ pobi¢, czy moze wisi nad nim jakies
fatum. Tyle miatem sytuacii: z lewej nogi, z praweyj,
z gtowy... W futbolu nie da sig wszystkiego przy-
gotowac, ale to jest piekne. Przez pietnascie, dwa-
dziescia minut drugiej potowy byto zwgtpienie, ale
w ostatnich dziesigciu wrdcito poczucie, ze musze
by¢ przygotowany, ze cos sig jeszcze zdarzy. Gdyby
kto$ napisat ksigzke i zawart, ze tak to zrobig, moz-
na bytoby powiedzieé, ze to Hollywood i fikcja. Ale
obraz tych ostatnich meczéw, okolicznosci... Sam
wolatbym szybciej strzeli¢ gola, ale moja cierpli-
wo$¢ i wiara spowodowaty, ze ostatecznie udato
mi sie pobi¢ ten pétwieczny rekord.

Po meczu smialismy sie z Rafatem z tego, jak to
wyglgdato i ze po pierwszej potowie ,Giki” powi-
nien dosta¢ nowy kontrakt w klubie. Bytem bar-
dzo skupiony na grze, dopiero po ostatnim gwizd-
ku mieliSmy okazje porozmawiag, jak strzelatem,
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jak on bronit... Wtedy to mi byto bardziej do Smie-
chu. Czasami widziatem, ze mam jednego, dwdch
obroricéw i zastanawiatem sig, czy chcg przegrac
@:8, ale nie dopusci¢ mnie do grania... Wewnetrz-
nie tez sig z tego Smiatem, jok tatwo innym jest do-
chodzi¢ do sytuaciji, a jak bardzo obroricy Augsbur-
ga skupiajg sie na powstrzymaniu mnie.

Jesli popatrzymy na ostatnich pie¢ tygodni, gdy ro-
zegratem cztery mecze, a wezesniej leczytem kon-
tuzje, to tych spotkari nie byto tak duzo jok w po-
przedzajgcych latach. Meczéw ogétem w sezo-
nie byto sporo, moze bede musiat bardziej indy-
widualnie patrzeé na swoje treningi, by byé do mi-
strzostw Europy przygotowanym. Emocjonalnie
ostatnie tygodnie byty meczqce, ale tych spotkarn
byto rzeczywiscie mniej. Nie ma jednoznacznej od-
powiedzi, czy bede wypoczety, bo to zalezy od wie-
lu sktadnikdw, czy ta Swiezosc¢ cos da, czy jako ze-
spot sie przygotujemy.

Przyjezdzajge na zgrupowanie reprezentacji, czto-
wiek marzy o dobrych wynikach, o tym, by druzy-
na sie rozumiata, by byc¢ z niej dumnym i cieszyc
sie ze zwyciestw. W jakim$ stopniu jestem spet-
niony, ale to mnie nie ostabi, bo kazdy kolejny suk-
ces napedza mnie, by osiggngcé kolejny. Nie jestem
osobg, ktéra wewnetrznie czuje, ze nie musi sie da-
lej staraé. Miatem tak zawsze i ten brak poczucia
spetnienia mnie wzmacnia.

Musimy by¢ dobrze przygotowani, treningi duzo
nam pomogg, bo w marcu nie byto ich duzo. To zgra-
nie, szybko$¢ grania bedzie lepsze na Euro. Musimy
gra¢ mocno, wierzyg, e osiggniemy sukces. Ale co
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on oznacza? Na pewno wyj$cie z grupy to poczg-
tek, ale patrzge z perspektywy wezesniejszych mi-
strzostw we Francji, wiem, ze jedna sytuacja moze
zmieni¢ obraz, daé pewno$¢, ze mozna realizowac
najwyzsze cele. Pierwszy mecz bedzie wazny, bo
daje on poczucie wartosci siebie, pozwala rozwi-
ngc skrzydtai by ten stres troche uleciat. Sam je-
stem ciekaw, cheiatbym zna¢ odpowiedZ na to py-
tanie, ale dla mnie sukces to rowniez bedzie duma
kibicow z tego, ile osiggneliSmy, zkimijak graliSmy.

Totrener decyduje o powotaniach. Zna zawodnikdw,
wie, ile i jak grajg, czy bedq pasowali mu do takty-
ki. Moje personalne, emocjonalne podejscie to jed-

no, ale my, zawodnicy, nie mamy nic do gadania. Sg
pitkarze, ktérzy byli w kadrze wiele lat iich teraz nie
ma, cho¢ wieZ z nimi byta bliska. Jestesmy ludzmi,
mamy emacje | czasem chcielibysmy takie decy-
zje podejmowag, ale to rola selekcjonera.

Na pewno strzelanie goli na wielkich turniejach by-
toby piekne, ale to druzyna jest najwazniejsza. Moje
prywatne marzenia to jedno, lecz korzysé repre-
zentagji stoi na pierwszym miejscu. Indywidualny
sukces jest dodatkiem, we Francji byto podobnie.
Wiedziatem, ze przeciwnicy bedg kryli mnie bar-
dziej i jestem przekonany, ze teraz bedzie podob-
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nie. Ale to okazja dla drugiego zawodnika. Na boisku
szybko to widac i musimy byé na to przygotowa-
ni, wykorzystywac te okazje. Widze w tej druzy-
nie spory potencjat.

Taktyka bardzo nam pomoze i to wszystko, co tre-
ner bedzie chciat nam przekazac. Ale jesli ciato jest
gorzej przygotowane, to stabiej rozumie taktyke.
Jeslijestesmy przygotowani fizycznie, to jako pit-
karze szybciej reagujemy, myslimy. Najwazniejsze,
by w dniu startu turnieju czu¢ sie mocno, bo wtedy
przekonanie we wtasne mozliwosci rosnie, podob-
nie jak w kierunek, w jokim idziemy. Taktyke trze-
ba wyposrodkowac. Nie mozemy by¢ zero-jedyn-
kowi, tylko atakowaé lub tylko broni¢. Gdy gramy
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dobrze w defensywie i stwarzamy sobie sytuacje,
to czujemy sie lepiej jako zespét. Musimy potrafié
robi¢ jednoidrugie, by byé gotowymi na kolejne sy-
tuacje, a nie czeka¢ na jedng w meczu. Wszystko
musi dziatac jak organizm. Musimy wiedzieg, kie-
dy sie bronié, a kiedy atakowad.

Wsparcie kibicow jest zawsze pomocne, wspania-
te, dodatkowo motywuje, ale spokdj nigdy nie za-
szkodzi. Nie zamykaliSmy sie na fandw, gramy juz
od ponad roku bez nich na trybunach i musielismy
sie do tego zaadaptowac. Teraz wracamy do gry
z kibicamii to bedzie emocjonujgce, ale znéw nowe.
Kontakt z nimi powodulje, ze czuje sie atmosfere, ze
zblizamy sie do czegos wielkiego.
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O% ROBERT LEWANDOWSKI:

b IF OUR FANS ARE PROUD
OF THE NATIONAL TEAM,
IT WILL BE A SUGCESS

| still can't get my head around the fact that | broke Gerd Mueller's record.
| am certainly happy and proud but it will probably only get through to me
over time. But now it is time for the European Championship,” said Robert
Lewandowski, captain of the Polish national team.

Robert Lewandowski on breaking
Gerd Mueller's record:

|don't fully realise it yet. Of course | am very proud and hap-
py but | think it will only get through to me with time. This
event aroused great emotions in Poland and Germany. It
wasn't easy but | broke that record. However, | must ad-
mit that | thought it was impossible to do... In the meanti-
me, | was having trouble with aninjury, the timing of which
was pretty bad. Two-three weeks can change alotin fo-
otball,negatively or positively.Iknew it could be tough but
that four at the beginning of my goal-scoring recordlooks
great.| surprise myself year after year and 'm proud of it.

... thout the match against Augs-
burg in which the record was set:

There were moments in this match where | started lau-
ghing tomyself, asking myself if this record could be bro-
ken or if it was doomed. | had so many goal-scoring op-
portunities, with my left foot, with my right foot, withmy
head... In football, it is impossible to plan everything out
but that's beautiful. There was some doubt for fifteen
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or twenty minutes of the second half, but in the last ten,
this feeling came back to me that | had to be prepared,
that there was still something to come. If someone wro-
te abook and wrote that | would do it this way, you could
say it was just Hollywood and fiction. But these lost few
matches, the circumstances...|myself would have prefer-
red to score faster but my patience and foith meant that
| eventually managed to break that half-century record.

...on his relationship with Rafal
Gikiewicz after the match against
Augsburg:

After the match, Rafat and | laughed about how it play-
edout and that after the first half, Giki” should get anew
contract at the club. | was very focused on the game,
only after the final whistle, we had a chance to talk abo-
ut how | shot, how he defended... Only then, | could truly
have alough. Sometimes | saw that | had one or twode-
fenders and | wondered f they wanted tolose @:8just to
notletme play...|alsoloughed about it to myself how easy
it was for other players to get goal-scoring opportunities
and how much Augsburg defenders focus on stoppingme.
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...on how tiring the final weeks
of the season were:

If you look at the last five weeks, when | played four
matches and had previously been treating an injury,
| have not played as many matches asin the years be-
fore. There were alot of matches overallin the season,
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I may have to look at my training more individually to
be prepared for the European Championship. Emotio-
nally, the lost few weeks have been exhausting, altho-
ugh there have actually been fewer matches. There's
no definite answer as to whether I'll be rested, as it de-
pends on alot of factors, whether that freshness will give
me anything, whether we will be prepared as a team.
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...on whether he feels fulfilled
in the Polish national team:

When coming to a national team training camp, you dre-
am about good results, about the team understanding
each other, being proud of the team and enjoying the
victories.|am fulfilled to some degree but that doesn't
make me weaker because each success drives me to
achieve the next one. | am not a person who inwardly
feels that they don't need to keep trying. I've always
been like that and that lack of a sense of accomplish-
ment makes me stronger.

..onwhat will be a success for the national team:
We have to be well prepared, training will help us alot
because in March there was not much time to tra-
in. The teamwork and pace of play will be better at
the Euro. We have to play hard and believe that we
will be successful. But what does it mean”? Certa-
inly the promotion to the knock-out stageis a start,
but looking back at the previous championship in
France, | know that one situation can change the
picture, give you the confidence that you can pur-
sue the highest goals. The first match will be im-
portant because it gives the team a sense of sel-
f-worth, allows it to spread its wings and relieve
that stress a little bit. 'm curious myself, I'd like to
know the answer to that question, but for me suc-
cess would also mean that our fans would be pro-
ud of how much we achieved, who we played aga-
inst and how we played.

...on whether he thinks anyone’s
missing on the team called up for
the championship

It is up to the coach to decide who to call up. He
knows the players, how much and how they play,
whether they will be able to implement his tactics.
My personal, emotional approach is one thing, but
we, the players, have no say in the matter. There
are players who have been on the team for many
years and they are gone now, even though the-
re was a close bond with them. We are human,
we have emotions and sometimes we would like
to make such decisions but that is the role of the
head coach.

...0n whether he would like
to finally be the top scorer
of aninternational tournament:

Surely, scoring goals at big tournaments would be be-
autiful but it's the team that comes first. My personal
dreams are one thing, but the best interest of the natio-
nal team comes first. Individual success is an add-on; it
was the same in France. | knew my opponents would
mark me more and 'm sure it will be the same now. But
it's an opportunity for ather players. You can seeit almost
immediately on the pitch and we have to be ready for it,
take advantage of those opportunities. | see alot of po-
tentialin this team.

...on tactical preparation for Euro
2020:

The tactics will help us a lot and that's all the coach will
want tocommunicate tous. Butif your bodyis less prepa-
red, it does not understand the tactics that well. If we are
physically prepared, we react faster, think faster as foot-
ball players. The mostimportant thing s to feel strong on
the day the tournament starts because then your confi-
denceinyour own abilities grows, as does your confiden-
ceinthe direction taken. Tactics should be balanced. We
cannot play either-or,just offence or just defence. When
we play well defensively and create goal-scoring oppor-
tunities for ourselves, we feel better as ateam. We have
tobe able to do both to be ready for the upcoming oppor-
tunities rather than wait for one in a match. Everything
has to work as an organism. We need to know when to
defend ourselves and when to attack.

..on the atmosphere of preparations
inisolation from the fans:

The support of the fans is always helpful, great, extra
motivating, but alittle peace of mind never hurts. We
have not shut ourselves away from the fans, we've
been playing for over a year without themin the stands
and we've had to adapt to that. Now we're back to
playing with the fans andit's going to be exciting but
new again. Contact with the fans makes us feel the
atmosphere, it creates the sense that we're appro-
aching something great.
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UNIWERSALNY, SKUTEGZNY
|... NIEUNIKNIONY.

JAK ROBERT LEWANDOWSKI
POBIt REKORD

GERDA MUELLERA

Szosta korona krola strzelcow Bundesligi
byta od wielu tygodni pewna, podobnie

jak to, ze w czwartym sezonie z rzedu
zaden inny napastnik nie moze sie

do Roberta Lewandowskiego zblizyc.
Jednak on sam mawi, ze radosc¢ z trafienia
trwa u niego juz tylko kilkadziesigt sekund,
bo potem chce znow whic pitke do bramki.
To tym nastawieniem udato mu sie pobic
niewyobrazalny rekord Gerda Muellera.
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Statystyki nie ktamig. Lewandowski w tym sezonie Bun-
desligiweale nie oddawat wiecej strzatw, weale nie tra-
fiat czesciej w bramke, weale nie dochodzit do wigksze
liczby okazji o wyzszej jokosci, nie notowat wiecej kon-
takt6w z pitkg w polu karnym przeciwnika. On po prostu
strzelat wiecej goli.

Mdwit o tym ostatnionatamach,New York Timesa” - by
gol byt dla niego wyjgtkowy, to musi trafic zza pola kar-
nego. - Mozesz sobie pomysleg, ze skoro zdobytes jed-
ng bramke, to juz wystarczy. Tracisz wtedy koncentra-
cje, zaczynasz sig popisywac. Mozesz tez pomyslec, ze
pojednym golu chcesz strzeli¢ kolejnego. Czy jeden ciwy-
starczy, czy pragniesz wiece)? Potrzebujesz tego prze-
tgcznika - thumaczyt w wywiadzie z Rorym Smithem.
Ten przetgcznik to zawodowa ambicja, by zdobywaé wig-
cej i czesciej. Naped do tego, by w takich meczach jok
zBorussigMoenchengladbach (6:0) na trzy kolejkiprzed
koricemrozgrywek nie zadowolié sig po niecatych stu se-
kundach od pierwszego kopniecia. Tyle Lewandowskie-
muwystarczyto do strzelenia pierwszegogolo. Ale ondo
dwudziestej minuty oddatjeszcze trzy strzaty, nie ming-
to pét godziny spotkaniai pigknym wolejem podwyzszyt
swdjwynik. W drugiej potowie z rzutu karnego skomple-
towat hat-tricka. Cheiat wigce.

ZBorussigbyttojego pigty hat-trick w tym sezonie.I tylko
w trzynastu meczach, w ktdrych trafiat do bramki, robit
totylkoraz. W az dziesigciu spotkaniach byty to przynaj-
mniejdwa gole. W dziesieciu ostatnich sezonach 0z dzie-
wieciokrotnie byt zawodnikiem, ktory oddawat najwiece
celnych strzatéw. Ten jeden raz - S6 uderzen w sezonie
201213 - zajgt drugie migjsce. To liczby, ktére wyraza-
Jgjego mentalnoSe.
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Sebastian Fischer pisat w zapowiedzi przedostatnie-
go meczu sezonu z Freiburgiem w ,,Sueddeutsche
Zeitung", ze Lewandowskiemu brakuje do Gerda Muellera
juz tylkojednego gola. Ale w przypadku Poloka nigdy nie
chodzio tego jednego gola: liczy sie nastepny inastepny.

W Bundeslidze w tym sezonie Srednio czeka na szanse
dziewigtnascie minut. Dtugo? Nie miat w swojgj historii
wystepow w lidze niemieckiej lepszego wyniku. | niemal
doktadnie tyle mingto w meczu z Freiburgiem do pierw-
szego strzatu, ktory nie skoriczyt sie jednak golem. Szesé
minut pdZniej zrzutu karnego wyréwnat rekord.
Scenajokby zostata przygotowana, nawet faulna Tho-
masie Muellerze w polukarnym nie wydawat sie tak zde-
cydowany, by dyktowac rzut karny. Ale sedzia wsko-
zat na jedenasty metr i stata sig historia. , 4ever Gerd”
(ttum. ,Gerd na zawsze") na koszulce radujgcego sie Po-
loka, joko hotd dlalegendy Bayernuiniemieckiego futbo-
lu.Patem przebiegniecie przez przygotowany przez caty
sktad i sztab szpaler, wreszcie... przetgeznik w jego gto-
wie. Wznowienie gry i gonienie za kolejng pitkg, pressin-
giem, dosrodkowaniemi szansg.

Jednak po pobiciurekordui przy 41trafieniu w sezonie juz
liczyta sie tylko jego radosé. A nie byt to mecz, ktory Le-
wandowskiemu wychodzit. Przeciwko Augsburgowi do-
chodzit do okazji za okazjg, zwtaszcza w pierwszej poto-
wie, ale Swietnie spisywat sie w bramce Rafat Gikiewicz.
Napastnik byt jednak nieustepliwy i szukat szansy dokori-
ca,symbolem czego byta szybkos¢, zjokq wyskoczyt do
wuypuszczonej przez golkipera rywali pitki. Do korica, bo
przeciez po chwili sedzia gwizdngt poraz ostatni.Mozna
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jednak w ciemno zatozyg, ze gdyby arbiter doliczyt kilka
minut, to mimo pobiciarekordu Lewandowski dgzytby do
zdobycia nastepnej bramki.

Bayern byt przygotowany na celebracje swojej legendy.
Na oficjainych kanatach tego klubu pojowiaty sie wywia-
dy z bytymi napastnikami monachijczykéw, ktdrzy od-
nosili sie do wyniku Polaka. Roy Makaay zwracat uwa-
ge na to, ze Lewandowski nie dba o to, jokiego rodzaju
gola strzeli, liczy sie po prostu trafienie. Nawet najpigk-
nigjsza bramka w miesigcu liczy sig tyle, ile whicie pitki
do siatkizjednego metra.— W futbolu skutecznosc jest
wazniejsza od stylu - méwit Holender. - Lewandowski
nie ma swojego typowego gola. Potrafi zrobi¢ wszyst-
ko. Jest we witasciwych miejscach do rozegrania akcji,
uderza i zza pola karnego, prawq i lewg nogg, jest moc-
ny w powietrzu. Trudno wybronic sie przeciwko tak uni-
wersalnemu napastnikowi - dodawat Giovane Elber, réw-
niez byty snajper Bayernu.

Ten ostatni element gry obiemanogami moze jest nieco
przesadzony - 32 z 41trafieri Lewandowskiego byto po
strzatachtqwiodgeg, prawg - alejuz z lewej zaliczyt tyle
samo asyst (po trzy)ikluczowych podari (po14). - Tonie-

samowite, ze strzelanie goli przychodzi mu tak tatwo. Sam
bytem w Bayernie przez cztery lata i wiem, jokie w rze-
czywistoscijest to trudne - podkreslat Mario Gomez.
- Dla mnie to byto jasne, ze Lewandowski pobije rekord
Muellera - mowit z kolei Paul Breitner. — Ma takq jokoSc,
a przede wszystkim determinacje, ktérg widziatem
w ostatnich 5@ latach tylko u Gerda. Nigdy nie jest pe-
ten satysfokeji, zawsze chee kolejnych bramek - zauwaza.
Tych hotdéw byto wiecej, bo wynik Lewandowskie-
go wymyka sie rzeczywistosci. W Niemczech dopiero
drugi raz napastnikowi udato sie strzelié przyngjmnie)
40 goli w sezonie ligowym. W Hiszpanii byto siedem ta-
kich przypadkdw, w Anglii ostatni raz w 1935 roku. We
Francji doszto do jednego takiego sezonu, we Wtoszech
jeszcze sie to nie zdarzyto. Futbol sie zmieniat, przyspie-
szat, zaostrzat, ale sztuka strzelania golizawsze bytanie-
zwykle trudna - a codopiero w takichilosciach. W zakon-
czonym sezonie w pieciu czatowych ligach Europy 0z 25
zespotow strzelitomniej goliniz sam reprezentant Polski
dla Bayernu w Bundeslidze. Jego rekord jest wiec takze
dowodem na to, ze jokkolwiek prébowaliby kolejni trene-
rzy irywale powstrzymac napastnika, to Lewandowski
jest niedoscigniony.

Michat Zachodny
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Statistics don't lie. Lewandowski did not have more
shots, more shots on target, more , huge” opportunities
or more touches in the opposition’s penalty box. He sim-
ply scored more goals.

He spoke about this recently in the interview with the
New York Times - for agoal to be mean something more
to him, it needs to be scored from outside the penalty
box. “You can think | have scored once, so it is enough.
You canlose focus, start freestyling. You can think | have
scored once, so maybe | can score another. Is one eno-
ugh, or do you want more? You need the button.” - he
explained in an interview with Roy Smith.

That switchis a professional ambition to score more
and more often. The motivation for Lewandowski not
to be satisfied after only hundred seconds after kick
-off in matches like the one with Borussia Moenchen-
gladbach (6:0). That was all Lewandowski needed to
score his first goal. But he took three more shats until
the twentieth minute and with a beautiful volley, less
than thirty minutes into the game, he added one more
tohis goal tally. He completed a hat-trick in the second
half from a penalty spot. He wanted more.

In the game with Borussia he scored his fifth hat-trick
this season. He scored one goal in only thirteen mat-
ches. In ten games he scored at least twice. He has
been the player with the most shots on target nine ti-

7
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mesin the lost ten seasons. That one time - 56 shotsin
the 2012/13 season - he came second. These numbers
express his mentality.

In his preview of the penultimate game of the season
against Freiburg, Sebastian Fischer wrote in the Sued-
deutscheZeitung that Lewandowskiis only one goal short
of Gerd Mueller. But with the Pole, it's never about that
one goal: it's the next one and the next one that count.

Gerd forever

Inthe Bundesliga this season, he has the opportunity to
score every nineteen minutes onaverage. Isislong? He
has not had a better record in his history of appearances
inthe German league. Andit took almost exactly thatlong
in the match against Freiburg for the first shot that did
notendinanet,however. Sixminutes later he equalised
the record from a penalty spot.

The stage seemed to have been set, even the foul on
Thomas Mueller in the penalty area didn't seem so de-
finite as to give a penalty. But the referee pointed to the
penalty spot and history was made. ,4ever Gerd” on the
shirt of the rejoicing Pole as a tribute to the Bayernand
German football legend. Thenhe arun through a guard of
honour prepared by the entire squad and staff, and final-
ly...aswitchin his head. The play resumes, he chases the
ball, presses, jumps to the cross, looks for an apportunity.
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It's amazing that scoring goals

Is so easy for him. | myself was

at Bayern for four years and | know
how difficult it actually is.

However, after breaking the record and with his 41st goal
of the season, the only thing that mattered was his joy.
And it wasn't a perfect match for Lewandowski. Aga-
inst Augsburg he had one opportunity after another,
especially in the first half, but Rafal Gikiewicz did a gre-
atjobin goal However, the striker was relentless and lo-
oked for a chance until the end, symbolised by the spe-
ed with which he rushed to the ball released by the ri-
vals'goalkeeper. Until the end, because shortly after he
scored, the referee ended the game. However, it can be
blindly assumed that if the referee had added a few mi-

The latter is a bit of an exaggeration - 32 of Lewan-
dowski's 41 shots came with his right foot - but he
made just as many assists (three each) and key pas-
ses (14 each) with his left. ,It's amazing that scoring
goals is so easy for him. | myself was at Bayern for
four years and [ know how difficult it actually is,” Ma-
rio Gomez stressed.

It was clear to me that Lewandowski would break
Mueller's record,” Paul Breitner said. ,He has the qu-
ality and above all the determination that in the last
50 years | have only seen from Gerd. He is never sa-

L 20 28 2B 28 28 2% 28 28 2R 2% 2R ¢

nutes, Lewandowski would have been looking to score
another goal despite breaking the record.

Compliments from legends

Bayern was prepared to celebrate their legend. Inte-
rviews with former Munich strikers whoreferred to the
result of the Pole appeared on the club's social media.
Roy Makaay pointed out that Lewandowski doesn't
care what kind of goal he scores, he simply wants to
hit on target. To him, even the most beautiful goal of
the month is the same as a tap-in. ,In football, effi-
ciency is more important than style,” the Dutchman
said. ,Lewandowski doesn't have his typical goal. He
can do anything. He is in the right places to play the
ball, he hits from outside the penalty box, with his ri-
ght and left foot, he is strong in the air. It is difficult to
defend against such a versatile striker,” Giovane Elber,
also a former Bayern sniper, added.

tisfied, he always wants more goals,” he notes.
There were more praises as Lewandowski's result se-
ems to be out of this world. It is only the second time
in Germany that a striker has managed to score at
least 4@ goals in aleague season. There were seven
such cases in Spain, and the the last time it happe-
nedin England was in 1935. In France there has been
one such season, in Italy it has not happened yet. Fo-
otball has changed, accelerated, tightened up, but
the art of scoring goals has always been extremely
difficult - let alone in such numbers. In the comple-
ted season in Europe's top five leagues, as many as
25 teams scored fewer goals than the Polish striker
himself for Bayern in the Bundesliga. So his record
is also proof that despite attempts from succes-
sive coaches and rivals to stop the striker, Lewan-
dowskiis inevitable.

Michat Zachodny
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Takiego sezonu Piotr Zielinski jeszcze nie miat. Jego statystyki indywidualne
to udowadniajg: zebrat dziesigé golii dwanascie asyst, nikt w Serie A
nie zatozyt rywalom wigcej siatek od niego... W naszej analizie sprawdzamy,
co sprawito, ze reprezentant Polski stat sig tak efektywny.

2 2 22 2 2 2 20 2 22 22

BOLE, ASYSTY I SIATK.
SWIETNY SEZON
ZIELINSKIEGO
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Gdyby stworzyc tabele Serie A od momentu, gdy
Napoli pozegnato sig z europejskimi pucharami
w minionym sezonie, to okazatoby sig, ze tylko mi-
strzowski Inter zdobyt o jeden punkt wigcej. W okre-
sie trzech miesiecy do finiszu rozgrywek to zespét
prowadzony jeszcze przez Gennaro Gattuso strzelit
najwiecej goli i doznat tylko jednej porazki. W kon-
teksScie tak dobrych wynikéw tym bardziej brak po-
wodzenia w walce o gre w kolejnej edyciji Ligi Mi-
strzéw musi byé uznany za rozczarowanie. Jednak
sam fakt, ze Napoli do ostatnich minut Serie A mia-
to na to szanse, jest zastugg miedzy innymi $wiet-
nej skutecznosci Piotra Zielinskiego.

0 eliminacji z pucharéw zadecydowato pierwsze
spotkanie w Hiszpanii, gdzie Napoli przegrato @:2
z Granadg CF. - Cigzko wyjasnic ten wynik — méwit
po meczu Zieliriski. - Dajemy z siebie wszystko, ale
brak nam zdecydowania pod bramkq rywala. Sam
miatem dwie sytuacje, w ktérych powinienem za-
chowac sig lepiej. W tym aspekcie musimy sig po-
prawi¢. Mamy $wietnych pomocnikéw, ale kazdy
znas musi strzela¢ wigcej goli. To takze nasza od-
powiedzialno$é - dodawat.

Juz w rewanzu Zieliriski trafit do siatki, o od poczqt-
ku marca w Napoli dodat trzy gole i siedem asyst
do swojego dorobku w Serie A. Na finiszu sezonu
zhierat rewelacyjne oceny i komentarze. - Ma umie-
jetno$¢ sprawienia, ze zawsze jest niebezpiecz-
ny: wie, co ma zrobi¢, bo jego mozg analizuje sytu-
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acje, zanim pitka do niego trafi. Jego gra jest ucztg
dla oczu - pisano na TuttoMercatoWeb. - Po pro-
stu musiat odnalez¢ stabilizacje. On sam nie wie-
dziat, jok dobry moze byé i w tym roku do tego doj-
rzat - mowit Fabio Viviani, ktéry pracowat z Pola-
kiem w Udinese.

Wyttumaczeniteorii wokét Swietnej formy pomoc-
nika jest sporo, ale mozna po prostu spojrzec w licz-
by. Wéwczas nie majuz zadnych tajemnic: Zieliriski
wcale czesciej nie strzela, lecz po prostu dochodzi
do lepszych sytuagji.

Spadjrzmy w statystyki. W poprzednich dwéch se-
zonach Zielinski oddawat strzat w Serie A co 36
(2@18/19)i 37,5 minut (2019/20). Obecnie decyduje
sie na uderzenie rzadziej — co 42,5 minuty. Jednak
kluczowe w tym wszystkim jest to, do jakich po-
zycji dochodzi w samym polu karnym. W poprzed-

nim sezonie to byta rzadkosé. Gole, ktore strzelit
buty z obrebu szesnastki, ale poza tym w tej stre-
fie zaliczyt tylko 23 uderzenia. W tym sezonie juz
ma ich 39, z czego siedem sytuacji skoriczyto sie
pitkg w siatce. Kompletnie odwrdcity sie propor-
cje w tym, skqd konczy ataki Napoli: przed rokiem
uderzat gtéwnie zza pola karnego (61 préb w lidze
i w pucharach], w tym sezonie robi to zdecydowa-
nie rzadziej (35).

Co sig zmienito? Przede wszystkim pozycja Zielin-
skiego. W tym sezonie wystgpit w trzydziestu spo-
tkaniach w roli ofensywnego pomocnika w syste-
mie 4-2-3-1i to w tej roli korzysta z przestrzeni po-
miedzy linig obrony i pomocy przeciwnika. Zwykle
nie jest jej duzo, ale umiejetnosciami techniczny-
mi, przyjeciem pitki, obunoznosciq potrafi stwo-
rzyc sobie okazje do strzatu, uciec od rywala. Ale
to tez wspdtpraca z napastnikiem jestistotna. Gdy
on angazuje uwage Srodkowych obroricdw, Zielirski
trzyma sie kilka metréw za jego plecami. Gdy ,dzie-
wigtka" schodzi do boku lub do rozegrania, to wéw-
czas ,dziesigtka” uzupetnia jego pozycje.
Wuystarczy spojrze¢ na kilka przyktadow takie-
go zachowania Zielinskiego, ktore zakoriczyty sie
zdobyciem bramki. Gol z Udinese to zgranie gtowg
do Victora Osimhenai péjscie za akcjg napastnika
oraz dobicie jego strzatu z kilku metréw. Przeciwko
Spezii to Osimhen zbiegt do boku, a Zieliriski - przy
Napoli rozgrywajgeym pitke na prawej stronie - stat
nawet kilka krok6w za linig obrony gospodarzy, do-
ktadnie tam, gdzie zwykle powinien byc¢ napastnik.
Do konca ataku pozostat niezauwazony dla rywali,
ostatecznie z naroznika pigtego metra wykancza-
jgc akcje. Samg pozycie do strzatu stworzyt sobie
tym, jok mgdrze poruszat sie poza uwaggq obron-
cow. W lutym Zielinski trafit réwniez przeciwko
Atalancie, gdy whiegt z gtebi pola na dtuzsze, pro-
stopadte podanie i bez przyjmowania pitkiidealnie
uderzyt jg wolejem do bramki. Jednak sam ruch byt
istotny: po pierwsze jeszcze bedge w linii z Matteo
Paolitano (asystentem przy golu), dostrzegt prze-
strzer w ataku, ktérg mégtby wykorzystag, i wy-
konat sprint, ktéry wymusit zagranie skrzydtowego.
2021rok pomacnik rozpoczgt od dwdch spektaku-
larnych trafien przeciwko Cagliarii kazde z nich po-
kazato jego wyjgtkowosSé. Nojpierw otworzyt wynik
strzatem zza pola karnego, wczesniej kontrolujge
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swoje ustawienie tak, by po ewentualnym otrzy-
maniu pitki mie¢ miejsce na przyjecie i uderzenie.
Ale to gol numer dwa jest z perspektywy jego pozy-
cjinawet ciekawszy. Napoli wznawiato gre po wy-
rownaniu rywalii od razu Zieliriski pobiegt do swojej
strefy - miedzy liniami obrony i pomocy przeciw-
nika. Najpierw akcja powedrowata do lewej strony
ijuz wtedy Polak wykonat ruch w pole karne, cho¢
nie byto dosrodkowania. Napoli przegrato atak do
prawego skrzydta, skgd Giovanni Di Lorenzo do-
Srodkowat idealnie w przestrzen ,dziesigtki”. Zie-
linski w dwoch kontaktach nie tylko pitke opano-
wat, ale takze mingt jeszcze rywala, by strzelic ko-
lejnego gola. Gola, ktdérego nie bytoby bez zmystu
poruszania sie wasnie miedzy liniami.

Kunszt techniczny Zieliriskiego nie jest niczym no-
wym, ale teraz, gdy wykorzystuje go blizej bramki
przeciwnika, coraz wiecej korzysci z tego ma No-
poli. W pieciu czotowych ligach Europy tylko Mar-
cus Rashford (21), Neymar (18}, Jadon Sancho (16)
i Kylian Mbappe (15) zatozyli rywalom wiecej , sia-
tek” niz reprezentant Polski (13). Czesciej podej-
muje réwniez dryblingéw, w poréwnaniu do dwoch
poprzednich sezondw, Srednio mija dwdch pitkarzy
w kazdym spotkaniu, cho¢ statystyki pokazujg, ze
zalicza mniej kontaktéw z pitkg (cztery lata temu
notowat ich ponad 82 w meczu, obecnie Sred-
nio 55). Jednak jest to wyrazem innej, bardziej za-
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awansowanegj roli w systemie Gennaro Gattuso.
A wszechstronno$¢ Zielinskiego podkresla fakt,
ze w Serie A zdobyt po cztery gole zaréwno lewg,
jaki prawg nogg.
Takiego Zieliriskiego wszyscy chcg oglgdad.
W ostatnich tygodniach na oficjalnym kanale in-
stagramowym Serie A pojawit sie post z jego asy-
stgz meczu Napoli z Lazio (5:2). Po atrzymaniu pit-
ki wyrzuconej z autu, przyjgt jg pietg, ze zwodem,
ktérym uciekt rywalowi, by w trzecim kontakcie
wystawic jg Driesowi Mertensowi na strzat, ktéry
skoriczyt sie pieknym golem. Post z akcjq polubito
prawie 180 tys. obserwujgcych, znacznie wigcej
niz chocby ten, ktéry dotyczyt setnego trafienia
Cristiano Ronaldo w barwach Juventusu.
Cata kilkusekundowa akcja byta pigkna, ale tez pod-
kreslojgca, jok pewnie na finiszu sezonu czut sie Zie-
liiski w roli , dziesigtki”. Nie jest to pozycja tatwa,
poniewaz z racji pojawiania sie réznych ustawien
oraz coraz bardziej agresywnej, kompaktowej gry
w obronie w mniejszej liczbie zespotow jest na nig
miejsce. Pokazywaty to ostatnie lata, gdy Polak
grat nizej, w srodkowej strefie. A moze po prostu
coraz mniej jest takich pitkarzy jok Zieliriski: wy-
korzystujgcych wolne strefy, dryblujgeych na ma-
tej przestrzeni, groznych z i zza pola karnego. Teraz
rowniez z liczbami.

Michat Zachodny
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Piotr Zielinski hasn't had a season like this one before. His individual statistics
prove it: he has scored ten goals and twelve assists, no one in Serie A
has nutmegged more opponents than him... In our analysis, we look at what
has made this member of the Polish national team so effective.
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ANDNUTMEGS...
A GREAT SEASON FOR ZIELINSKI
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If we were to create the Serie A table from the mo-
ment Napoli said goodbye to the UEFA club compe-
titions last season, it would turn out that only Inter
scored one point more. In the three months befo-
re the end of the competitions, it was the team still
led by Gennaro Gattuso that scored the most goals
and suffered only one defeat. In the context of such
good results, the lack of success in the fight to play
in the next edition of the Champions League must
be considered a disappointment. However, the very
fact that Napoli had a chance of succeeding until the
last minutes of Serie A is due in part to the great ef-
ficiency of Piotr Zielirski.

The decisive factor in the elimination from the cups
was the first match in Spain, where Napoli lost 0-2
with Granada CF. It's hard to explain this result,” said
Zielinski after the match. ,We give our best but we
lack decisiveness near the opponent’s goal. | my-
self had two situations where | should have beha-
ved better. We need to improve in this respect. We
have great midfielders but each of us needs to sco-
re more goals. It is also our responsibility,” he added.
In the rematch, Zielinski sent the ball to the back of
the net and since the beginning of March, he added
three goals and seven assists to his Serie A tally at
Napoli. At the end of the season, he received excel-
lent reviews and comments. ,He has the ability to al-

ways make himself dangerous: he knows what to do
because his brain analyses the situation even befo-
re he gets the ball. His style of play is a feast for the
eyes,” wrote TuttoMercatoWeb. ,He just needed to
find stability. He himself didn't know how good he co-
uld be and this year he grew into that," said Fabio Vi-
viani, who worked with the Pole at Udinese.

There are plenty of explanations and theories around
the midfielder's great form but you can just look at
the numbers. Then all the mysteries disappear: Zie-
liiski does not take shots more often but simply cre-
ates better opportunities for himself.

Let's look at the statistics. In the previous two se-
asons, Zielinski took a shot in Serie A every 36
(2018/19) and 37.5 minutes (2019/20). Currently,
he takes shots less frequently - once every 42.5
minutes. However, the key in all of this is what posi-
tions he reaches in the penalty area itself. This was
ararity in the previous season. The goals he scored
were from the penalty area but, other than that, he
only took 23 shots in that zone. He already took 39
shots this season, seven of which ended with a goal.
The proportions have completely reversed when it
comes to where he finishes Napoli's attacks from:
a year ago, he mostly took shots from outside the
penalty area (61attempts in the league and in cups);
this season, he does it far less often (35).

He has the ability to always
make himself dangerous: he
knows what to do because his
brain analyses the situation even
before he gets the ball. His style
of play is a feast for the eyes.
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What has changed? First of all, Zieliniski's position. He
has played thirty matches this season as an offensi-
ve midfielder in a4-2-3-1systemanditisin this role
that he takes advantage of the space between the
opposing defensive and midfield lines. There is usually
not much of it but with technical skills, good ball re-
ception, ambidextrous feet, he can create a goal-sco-
ring opportunity for himself, get away from the oppo-
nent. Butitis also the collaboration with the striker
that isimportant. While he engages the attention of
the central defenders, Zielirski keeps a few meters
behind him. When the , 9" goes to the side or to play
the ball, then the , 18" fills in his position.

Justlook at some examples of such behaviour by Zie-
linskithat endedin a goal. In the case of the goal aga-
inst Udinese, he made a head pass to Victor Osimhen,
followed the striker's action and scored from arebo-
und from several meters away. In the match against
Spezia, it was Osimhen who ran to the side and Zie-
liiski — with Napoli playing on the right - even stood
a few steps behind the home team's defensive line,
exactly where a striker should usually be. He rema-
ined unnoticed by his opponents until the very end of
the attack, eventually finishing the action from the
corner of the fifth meter. He created the goal-scoring
opportunity for himself with how smartly he moved
past the defenders, avoiding their attention. In Febru-
ary, Zieliiski also scored against Atalanta when he
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ran from the depths of the field after along through
pass and, without even catching the ball, perfectly
he hit the ball on the volley right into the goal. Howe-
ver, his movement itself was significant: first, while
still in line with Matteo Politano (who scored an as-
sist), he spotted some free space in the attack and
sprinted forward, forcing the winger to make a pass.
The midfielder started his 2021 with two specta-
cular goals against Cagliari and each of them sho-
wed his uniqueness. First, he scored the first goal
of the match with a shot from outside the penalty
area, controlling his positioning beforehand so that
he would have room to receive and strike after po-
ssibly receiving the ball. But the goal number two is
even more interesting from the perspective of his
position. Napoli restarted the game after the oppo-
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nent's equaliser and Zieliriskiimmediately ran to his
zone - between the opponent's defence and midfield
lines. First, the attack moved to the left side and al-
ready then the Polish player made a move into the
penalty areaq, although there was no cross. Napo-
li switched play to the right side, from where Gio-
vanni Di Lorenzo made a perfect cross into the spa-
ce where the 10" was positioned. In two contacts,
Zielinski not only controlled the ball but also passed
his rival to score another goal. A goal that would not
have been scored without his sense of how to move
between the lines.

Zielinski's technical skills are not a novelty but now
that he's using them closer to the opponent'’s goal,
Napoliis benefiting from them more and more. In Eu-
rope’s top five leagues, only Marcus Rashford (21),
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Neymar (18), Jadon Sancho (16) and Kylian Mbappe
(15) have nutmegged moare players than the mem-
ber of the Polish national team (13). He also dribbles
the ball more often compared to the previous two
seasons, passing two players per match, on avera-
ge, although statistics show that he has less con-
tact with the ball (four years ago, he recorded over
82 contacts per match, now he averages 55). Ho-
wever, this reflects a different, more advanced role
in Gennaro Gattuso's system. And Zielinski's versati-
lity is highlighted by the fact that he scored four go-
als with his left and four with his right foot in Serie A.
Thisis the Zieliriski everyone wants to see. Inrecent
weeks, a post on his assist from Napoli's match aga-
inst Lazio (5:2) appeared on the official Serie A Insta-
gram channel. After receiving the ball from a throw
-in, he caught it with his heel, selling a dummy that
allowed him to run away from his opponent and, in

T

Zielinski's
versatility is
highlighted by
the fact that
he scored four
goals with his
left and four
with his right
foot in Serie A.

his third contact, pass the ball to Dries Mertens to
let him score a beautiful goal. The post with that at-
tack was liked by almost 18@ thousand followers, far
more than, say, the one concerning Cristiano Ronal-
do's 10@th goal for Juventus.
The whole few-second attack was beautiful butit also
highlighted how confident Zieliriski felt in the role of
aten” at the end of the season. It is not an easy po-
sition to fill because with the emergence of different
formations and increasingly aggressive, compact de-
fensive play, fewer teams have room for such a posi-
tion. This was shown in recent years when the Pole
played lower in the midfield. Or maybe it's just that
there are fewer and fewer players like Zielinski: players
who take advantage of any free space, dribble the ball
even when there's little space, are dangerous both in
and outside the penalty area. Now also with numbers.
Michat Zachodny
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O% BART0SZ BERESZYNSKI:
==« STAC MNIE, BY BYC
LIDEREM DEFENSYWY

W marcu tylko Grzegorz Krychowiak i Wajciech Szczgsny zagrali w meczach kadry
Paula Sousy wigcej minut od Bartosza Bereszyriskiego. - Jezeli bedg prezentowat
takq forme jak obecnie, to spokojnie sta¢ mnie na to, by byc liderem defensywy

reprezentacji. Do tego bede dgzyt - mowi obrorica Sompdoril i reprezentacii Polski.

Czy bytes zaskoczony, ze w zasadzie poza Wojcie-
chem Szczgsnym i Grzegorzem Krychowiakiem to
ty zagrates najwigcej minut w trzech marcowych
meczach reprezentacji?

Bytem gotowy, bo zawsze, gdy przyjezdzam narepre-
zentacjg, nastawiam sig, ze zagram w kazdym ze spo-
tkari. Dopiero potem poznaje decyzje trenera, jego spo-
sob rotacijii moge byc tym zawiedziony, ale zawsze my-
Sle tak, jakbym miat graé. Teraz selekcjoner przygoto-
wywat mnie od dtuzszego czasu, rozmawialismy kilka
razy telefonicznie, byt na meczu Sampdoriii méwit mi,
joka bedzie moja rola w reprezentacji. Byto mato cza-
su, bo przyjazd na zgrupowanie byt w poniedziatek,
ajuz w czwartek gralismy pierwsze spotkanie. Cieszy,
ze trener obdarzyt mnie tokim zaufaniem i musze ro-
bi¢ wszystko, by je utrzymag. Nojwazniejsze jest do-
bro druzyny i tylko szkoda, ze nie udato sie tych me-
czéw z Wegrami oroz Anglig wygrag, bo zastugiwali-
$my na wiecej. Niedosyt jest duzy, ale tez jok na pierw-
sze zgrupowanie z Paulem Sousg byto sporo pozyty-
wOw | mam nadzieje, ze ta wspotpraca bedzie dtuga
oraz owocna. Szczegolnie druga potowa na Wembley
wyglgdata obiecujgco.

Juz po powotaniach mogtes$ spodziewaé sie ode-
grania wigkszej roli, poniewaz bytes jedynym no-
minalnym prawym obroricq na liscie. Jednak wie-
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my juz, Ze ta pozycja weale nie byta tak oczywi-
sta. Sam bardziej czutes si¢ w tych meczach srod-
kowym czy prawym obroricg?

Na pewno w meczach z Wegramii Anglig byto inaczej.
W pierwszej potowie na Wembley gratem jako waha-
dtowy, w drugiej - joko Srodkowy obrorica. Bardziej
czutem sig jednak tym drugim, ale takie byty zadania.
Z Andorg naszym planem na mecz byto to, bym joko
trzeci Srodkowy obrorica robit przewage wyzej, ra-
zem z Kamilem JéZwiakiem stwarzat przewage i Szu-
kat dosrodkowan. To nam wychodzito dobrze. Jak wi-
dag, zalezy to od plandw trenera i taktyki. Ta pozycja
polega na tym, ze jesli nie mamy pitki, to bardziej je-
stem prawym obroricg, a jesli jesteSmy w jej posiada-
niu - to Srodkowym. W klubie tez kilkanascie meczow
Juz tak rozegratem. Kazdy trener jest oczywiscie inny
i w zaleznosci od przeciwnika trzeba sig odpowiednio
ustawié. Nie jest to typowa pozycja, bardziej pomiedzy
Jedng a drugg, wymagajgca agresywnosci w pressin-
gu wyzej czy nawet, jok pokazat gol Roberta Lewan-
dowskiego z Wegrami, pozwalojgea mi na podtqeze-
nie si¢ i zagranie asysty.

Opowiadajge o tym, od razu narzuca sie to, jak wiele
zalezy od umiejetnosci wykonania i rozumienia tej
roli. Jedna zta, spézniona decyzja, brak ruchu czy
przesunigcia si¢, decyduje o spéjnosci catej druzyny.
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Idealnym obrazem tego wszystkiego byt mecz z An-
glig. W pierwszej potowie byliSmy zbyt statyczni, nie
wychodziliSmy wysoko i staralisSmy sie przyjgé rywali
na swojej czesci boiska. Widac byto, ze oni chcieli graé
w pitke, ale nie stwarzali sobie tych okazji zbyt wiele.
Tegorespektu z naszej strony byto zbyt duzo, diatego
w drugiej potowie wyszliSmy bardziej agresywnie i wi-
da¢ byto efekty. Odzyskiwalismy wiecej pitek, to my
kreowaliSmy okazje. A to zalezy réwniez od skrajnego
Srodkowego obroricy w trojce, ktory musi by¢ mobil-
ny, pressowac wysoko. Takie mieliSmy zadania: w mo-
mencie, gdy skrzydtowy atakowat obroricow rywala, to
zawodnik zmojej pozycji musiat ISC za nim, doskakujgc
do pomocnikéw druzyny przeciwnej. Widaé wiec, jok
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duzo trzeba biega¢, by¢ agresywnym. To nie jest taka
grana $rodku obrony, jok 30-40 lat temu, z czekaniem
na pitki, ktére spadng na gtowe. Pozycja wymaga cig-
gtego skupienia i wtasciwego timingu, bo przy rywa-
loch o takiej jokosci, jacy czekajg nas niedtugo, to uta-
mek spdZnienia 0znacza, ze nas 0grajg.

Obserwuijgc wasze treningi, doto sig zauwazyé, jok
maksymalnie Paulo Sousa i jego sztab starali sig wy-
korzystaé dostepny czas. Praktycznie po rozgrzewce
od razu przechodziliscie do wdrazania nowej taktyki.
| byta ona robiona w bardzo intensywnych grach, co
mozna byto odczytaé po raportach GPS z treningdw.
To fajne, ze mozna co$ robic nie na sucho, nie tylko prze-
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suwajgc, bo to nie odzwierciedla sytuacjimeczowych.
Tylko w grze wszystko najlepiej utrwala. Zdawalis$my
sobie sprawe, ze nie ma zbyt wiele czasu i trener tak
bedzie cheiat wykorzystag czas, nie tylko odprawami
poprawiac nasze zachowania. Kazdy z nas po tych kil-
ku dniach mogt stwierdzi€, ze udato sie wykorzystac
zgrupowanie w stu procentach, nawet jesli przegralismy
z Anglig. Po tej porazce jest w nas zto$¢, natomiast sq
pozytywy przed tym, co nas czeka.

Ktéry zmomentéw marcowego zgrupowania byt
twoim zdaniem najlepszy?

Mimo wszystko powiedziatbym, ze drugie potowy z We-
gramii Anglig. W tym pierwszym spotkaniu, mozna po-

wiedzie¢, ze sami sobie strzelaliSmy gole, bo to byty pre-
zenty w postacinaszych btedow w ustawieniu, btedow
dwach, trzech oséb. Nasza reakeja na sytuacie boisko-
wa, gdy przegrywamy @:2 i w ciggu kilku minut odra-
biamy straty, pokazuje, jok mocni mentalnie jestesmy.
Nas drugi gol Wegréw nie podtamat, trzeci gol nas nie
podtamat, caty czas dgzylismy do tego, by strzeli¢ sa-
memu i wygrac to spotkanie. Wynik nie byt dobry, ale
tak samo z Anglig mozna spojrzeé na to, ze przy wyni-
ku @:1do przerwy wyszlismy na drugg czes¢ spotka-
niai gralismy jak réwni z réwnym. Stwarzalismy sytu-
acje, wedtug mnie powinien byé tez dla nas rzut karny.
Wiec uwazam, ze rywale tez mieli szczescie. Musimy
jednak takie spotkania, jok to w Budapeszcie, wygry-

wag, zwtaszeza po trzech golach strzelonych na wy-
jezdzie. Te stracone Swiadczg wytqcznie o tym, ze to
nie byt nasz dobry mecz w defensywie. Przede wszyst-
kim wyréznitbym jednak to, co dziato sie na treningach:
byt team-spirit, kazdy dawat z siebie wszystko i nawet
w rozmowach przewijata sig opinia, ze juz downo tak sie
na nich nie palito. Zwtaszcza w taktyce nikt nie odsta-
wiat nogi, szedt na sto procent i to rowniez nas scalito.

Wspomniates o wysokim pressingui byt to w mar-
cu element wyrézniajgey druzyne: dwa gole z We-
grami to efekt odbioréw lub przechwytéw na po-
towie przeciwnika, tak padta bramka Jukuba Mo-
dera na Wembley. Ale wrécithym do poczgtku spo-

tkania w Budapeszcie: tam juz na samym poczgtku
ten element obrony wam nie wyszedt, rywale wy-
prowadzili jednym podaniem kontre i strzelili gola.
Kazdy z nas wiedziat, ze musimy dalej graé swoje i re-
alizowac plan, bo jeden btgd nie moze wszystkiego za-
przepascié. A moze dobrze sig stato, ze na pierwszym
zgrupowaniu stracilismy takie bramki? Nie malepsze-
go momentu na zrozumienie wiasnych btedéw od tych,
ktdre prowadzq do goli rywali. To najlepsza szkota. Kaz-
dy musi o tym pamietac. Z perspektywy czasu to be-
dzie pouczajqce, a to, ze warto grac pressingiem, wie-
dzielismy juz od poczgtku. Koncepcja sie nie zmienita,
bo z tego takze strzeliliSmy gole i uwazam, ze to moze
by¢ nasza duza sita. Jesli wyeliminujemy te proste bte-

'@LucngusPiIku H facebook.com/LaczyNasPilka instagram.com/laczynaspilka ° youtube.com/LaczyNasPilka ! sklep.aczynaspilka.pl 67



UEFA EURO 202080

dy, tokazdy moze wyobrazi¢ sobie, jok wyglgdataby na-
sza gra. Potrzebujemy wigcej czasu na wspalne trenin-
gi,a on przyjdzie wtasnie teraz, po sezonie klubowym.

Ten sezon pokazuje jednak, Ze wysoki pressing tra-
ci na intensywnosci, co jest efektem obcigzer wy-
nikajgcych z natezenia terminarza rozgrywek. Te
trzy mecze pokazaty, ze w waszych nogach i gto-
wach sg jeszcze rezerwy energii?

Na pewno niektérzy zawodnicy grajgey co trzy dnijesz-
cze w europejskich pucharach przechodzilikryzys, bo
onmusiat sie pojawic. Nie jesteSmy maszynami, drob-
Ne urazy muszg sie pojawiac, zwtaszcza ze przygoto-
wania do sezonu byty dziwne, bardzo krétkie. Takze po
przerwie w poprzednich rozgrywkach, gdy po zamknie-
ciu przez dziewie¢ tygodni w domu musiatem wyjsé
na boisko i grac co trzy dni. Mojemu organizmowi tez
zabrakto energii. Jednak reprezentacja to inne emacie,
gradla Polski uwalnia dodatkowe bodZce. Tym bardziej
ze czeka na nas wielki turniej. Mimo zmeczenia samo
myslenie o EURO wywotuje energie.

Zmienia si¢ narracja wokét Twojej osoby. Ta po-
zycja w hierarchii rosnie. Odczuwasz to w jaki-
kolwiek sposob?

Dla obroricy najwazniejsza jest systematycznoscijajq
mam, w zasadzie odkgd wyjechatem z Legiii trafitem
do Sampdorii, w kilku spotkaniach bytem nawet kapi-
tanem. Kapitanem klubu z mocnejligi, ktéry ma aspiro-
cje na cos wigcej niz Srodek tabeli. To pokazuje, ze moje
umiejetnosciidg do gory i chee przektadad to narepre-
zentacje. Pewnie miatbym tych wystepéw znacznie
wiecej, gdyby nie fokt, ze musiatem czeka¢ az ukasz
Piszczek skoriczy kariere w kadrze. Siedziatem dwa, trzy
lata na tawcee | uznawatem jego wyzszos¢, bo moim
zdaniem jest on najlepszym prawym obroricq w histo-
rii polskiej pitki. To byt zaszczyt, nie traktowatem rywa-
lizagji z nim przez pryzmat tego, ze musze grag. Czer-
patem lekcje z kazdego treningu i meczu z nim, ale te-
raz ta pozycjao, mam nadzieje, bedzie taka, jokiej od sa-
mego siebie oczekuje. Jezeli bede prezentowat takq for-
me jak obecnie, to spokojnie stac mnie na to, by byé li-
derem defensywy reprezentacji. Do tego bede dgzyt.

Przed zgrupowaniem w marcu spora cz¢$é pracy
teoretycznej odbywata sie online, byliscie czgsto
w kontakeie z trenerem i jego asystentami. Czy
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w tygodniach po meczach z Wegrami, Andorg i An-
glig tez tak byto, czy jednok zostato to odtozone
na zgrupowania przed EURO?

Trenerzy doskonale wiedzieli, ze wezesniej mieliSmy
intensywny czas w klubach i teraz jest nojlepszy mo-
ment na analizy i treningi. Wiemy, joki bedzie ten mo-
del gry, czego oczekuije selekcjonerijok to powinno wy-
glgdag. Jestesmy Swiadomi taktycznie i zdojemy so-
bie sprawe, ze taktyka w klubie jest r6zna od tej w re-
prezentacji. Na zgrupowaniu w Opalenicy ten komfort
pracy trenera byt duzo wiekszy, nie tak jok przed spo-
tkaniem z Wegrami.

Wspomniates o tej roli kapitana w klubie. Czy Clau-
dio Ranieri docenia za zdelnosci przywédcze Pola-
kéw, bo przeciez w Leicester City jednym z liderow
byt Marcin Wasilewski?

Jestem jednym z dtuzej grajgcych zawodnikdw
w Sampdorii. To tez sprawia, ze staje sie liderem ze-
spotu, ze gram wszystko od pierwszej do ostatniej mi-
nuty. Trener mi ufa, jest zadowolony z mojej postawy.
O Marcinie wiem, ze byt przywodcg z krwi i kosci, sam
W pewnym sensie tego wszystkiego sig ucze. W Le-



Laczy nas pitha

gii bytem mtodszy, we Wtoszech przychodzitem joko
zawodnik zagraniczny, co tez nie upraszczato tego
procesu stawania sig liderem. Teraz, z opaskg czy
bez nigj, staram sig nim by¢, udowadniag, ze zawsze
mozna na mnie liczyg.

Juk oceniusz obecny sezon Sampdorii? Pokonali-
$cie Inter, Milan, Lazio czy Atalante, ale mieliscie
tez dwie dtuzsze serie bez wygranej, ktére nie po-
zwolity wam wybié sig ponad Srodek tabeli.

Muysle, ze to dobry sezon przejSciowy. W poprzednim
do korica bilismy sie o utrzymanie w Serie A, doko-
nane latem transfery sprawity, ze zesp6t automa-
tycznie poszedt w gore. JesteSmy lepsi niz rok temu,
celem byto spokajne utrzymanie sie i udato nam sie
tego dokonac. Robimy wszystko, by pigé sie wyzej, by
w nastepnym sezonie sprostac oczekiwaniom, ktd-
re bedg wigksze.

W tym sezonie strzelite$ swojego pierwszego
gola w Serie A, ale ostatnig asyste zaliczytes po-
nad dwa lata temu.

Poprzedni trener Giampaolo zmienit moje postrzeganie
pozycji prawego obroricy, poniewaz miatem ograniczo-
ne mozliwosci gry w ataku. Obecnie z Claudio Ranierim
mam wigkszg swobode, natomiast musiatem odzyskaé
takg pewno$¢ siebie w ofensywie. Jeslinie robisz czegos
przez trzy lota, to przekroczenie linii potowy nagle staje
sie dla ciebie czyms nowym. W poprzednim sezonie tre-
ner oczekiwat wiekszej dyscypliny, ale teraz to sig zmie-
nito, moja wspétpraca z Antonio Candrevg wyglgda bar-
dzodobrze. Oglgdajgc maje ostatnie mecze, stwierdzam,
ze miatem duzo podari w pole karnei dosrodkowani. Cza-
semnapastnik nie strzeli, ale dostarczam tych sytuaci.
Do tego byto kilkana$cie meczéw, gdy bytem bardziej
$rodkowym niz prawym obroricg. Patrze jednak z opty-
mizmem na swojq gre, ciesze sig, ze w afensywie wyglg-
da to coraz lepiejiliczby zaczng przychodzic.

Méwites o znaczeniu turnieju, ktéry czeka re-
prezentacje. Sam starasz sig do niego jakos do-
datkowo przygotowywacé?
Nie jest tak, ze odliczam mecze do korica sezonu, by
méc pojechac na wakacje, tylko wiem i przygotowu-
je sie na kilka nastepnych tygodni cigzkiej pracy. Nikt
nie chce omingé EURO z powodu kontuzji czy gorsze;
formy, by nie mie¢ wyrzutéw sumienia. Kazdy z repre-
zentant6w jest Swiadomy tej dodatkowej pracy, wy-
dtuzonego sezonu. Sam caty czas pracuje dodatko-
wo na sitowni, ale wiem tez, ze nie moge zrobic cze-
gos, co zaszkodzi mi teraz, by efekty byty za kilka ty-
godni. Nie 0 to chodzi. U kogo$ moze pojawic sig rozluz-
nienie, ale my musimy jeszcze doktadac procenty, by
cisnienie z nas nie zeszto. Rozluznienie moze przyjsé
po EURO, a do tego czasu potrzebujemy maksymal-
nej koncentragji.

Rozmawiat Michat Zachodny
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BARTOSZ BERESZYNSKI:
| CAN BE A DEFENSIVE LEADER

WY

6“ In March, only Grzegorz Krychowiak and Wojciech Szczgsny played more

(‘.g minutes than Bartosz Bereszyriskiin matches for Paulo Sousa's national
Y&

POLSKA

team. - “If | continue to perform as | do now, | can easily become the

defensive leader of the national team. Thisis something | will strive for", says
Bereszynski, who plays as a defender for bath Sampdoria and the Polish national team.

Were you surprised that, apart from Wojciech Szcze-
sny and Grzegorz Krychowiak, you played the most
minutes in the three national team gomes in March?
| was ready for that because whenever |join the national
team, lintend to play in every game - that's always my
mindset.|may be disappainted once | have learned about
the coach's choices and his way of rotation, but | always
think asif I'm going to play. By now, the head coach has
been preparing me for this for along time; we spoke se-
veral times on the phone; he was at Sampdoria’s game
and told me what my role in the national team would be.
We had little time since we were to arrive at the natio-
nal team training camp on Monday and our first match
was to take place as early as Thursday. | am glad that
the head coach has put so much trustin me and | must
doeverything | can to maintain it. The good of the team
is the mostimportant factor, thoughit's stillunfortunate
that we did not manage to win the games against Hun-
garyand England because we deserved better. The dis-
satisfaction remains, but the first national team training
camp session with Paulo Sousa was largely positive and
I hope that our cooperation will be long and fruitful. The
second half at Wembley looked particularly promising.

You might have already expected to play a bigger
role after being called up, as you were the only no-
minal right back on the list. However, we now know
that you being chosen for this position was not that
obvious at all. Did you feel more like a centre back
or right back in those matches?

70 REPREZENTACJA POLSKI

Things were certainly different in the games against
Hungary and England. In the first half at Wembley,
| played as a wing-back and in the second as a centre
back. While | felt more like the latter, those were the
tasks at hand. In the case of Andorra, our game plan
was for Kamil J6zwiok and me as a third centre back
to create advantage further up and look for cross op-
portunities. That worked out well for us. As you can
see, it depends on tactics and the coach's plans. The
idea behind this position is that if we don't have the
ball, | am more of a right back, and if we do, more of
a centre back. I've also played several games at the
club this way. Every coach s different, of course, and
you have to position yourself accordingly depending
on the opponent. It's not a typical position; it's more
of an in-between, requiring aggressiveness in pres-
sing higher or even allowing me to push up and set
up a goal - as shown by Robert Lewandowski's goal
against Hungary.

Discussing this immediately draws attention to how
much depends on the ability to understand this role
and performit well. A single bad decision like failu-
re to move, shift elsewhere, may undermine the co-
herence of the entire team.

The match against England showed this well. We were
too static in the first half; we didn't go high and we tried
to fight the opponents on our part of the field. You co-
uld see that they wanted to play, but they didn't cre-
ate too many opportunities for themselves. The re-
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spect we showed to our rivals was too excessive, so
we became more aggressive in the second half and
you could see the results. We recovered more balls
and created opportunities. This also depends on the
centre back, who must be mobile and press high. The-
se were the tasks we had: when a winger attacked
the rival defenders, a player from my position had to
follow and reach the opposing team's midfielders.
So you can see how you need to be aggressive and
how much you have torun. Thisis not like playing the
centre back 30-40 years ago and waiting for balls to
fallonmy head. The position requires constant focus
and proper timing, and given the quality of the oppo-
nents we are about to face soon, a split-second de-
lay will resultin our loss.
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When watching your training sessions, it was no-
ticeable how Paulo Sousa and his stoff tried to use
the available time to the fullest extent. The team
would proceed to implement new tactics right after
warm-up.

And this was done in very intense games, as you could
tell from the training GPS reports. It'sis great to test so-
methingin practice instead of justdoing adry run, as the
latter doesn't reflect the real match situations. You only
truly memorise things when you are playing. We knew
that there wasn't alot of time and the head coach would
want to use the time we had in this way; that he would-
n't simply try toimprove our conduct through briefings.
Each of us could tell that we had made the most of the
national team training camp session despite ultimate-



Laczy nas pitha

ly losing to England. This defeat filled us with anger but
thereis stillalot of positives ahead.

Which moment of the March training camp do you
think was best?

Regardless of everything, | would say that the second
halves against both Hungary and England. In the first
game, you could say that we basically scored own go-
als; we just gifted them to the opponents through posi-
tioning errors and mistakes by two or three people. No-
netheless, our reaction to the situation - losing @:2 and
making up for it within minutes - truly shows our men-
tal resilience. The second goal by Hungary didn't break
us and neither did the third - we kept trying to score and
win the game. While the outcome wasn't good, this was
similar to the game against England - you canlook at the
fact that despite the score being @:1we came out for the
second half and played as equals. We created situations

that,inmy opinion, should have resultedin a penalty kick
for us, so | think our rivals got lucky too. However, we need
towinmatches like the onein Budapest, especially after
three goals scored away from home. The ones lost only
prove thatit was not agood game for usin terms of de-
fence.But above all, | would highlight what happened at
the training sessions: there was a team spirit and eve-
ryone was giving their best, many players also mentio-
ned that it has been a long time since they were so fi-
red up. This was particularly true in tactics, as no one
fell behind - everyone did their best and this also bro-
ught us together.

You mentioned high pressing and it was a team hi-
ghlight in March: the two goals against Hungary
were the result of receptions or tackles in the op-
ponent’s half, which is how Jakub Moder scored his
goal at Wembley. But | would also like to go back to
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But playing for
the national
team evokes
different
emotions

and releases
additional
stimuli.

the beginning of the Budapest match: there, at the
very beginning, this defence element did not work
out for you and your rivals led a one-pass counterat-
tack and scored a goal.

We all knew that we had to continue to do our job and
execute the plan because one mistake must not ruin
everything. Or maybe it's a good thing that our rivals
scored these goals during our first national team tra-
ining camp’? No mistakes allow you to understand
what you did wrong better than those, which lead to
opponents scoring goals. That's the best kind of les-
son. Everyone needs to keep that in mind. This will be
agood lessonin hindsight, even though we knew from
the start that pressing is worth it. The concept ha-
sn't changed because we've scored goals using it as
well, and | believe that it can be our big strength. One
can easily imagine what our game may look like if we
manage to eliminate these simple mistakes. We need
more time to train together and we will get it now that
the club seasonis over.

But this season has shown that high pressing loses
intensity due to the demanding competition sche-
dule. Did these three matches show that you still
have untapped energy reserves left in both your
legs and heads?
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Some players who take part in UEFA club competitions
every three days certainly went through a crisis - this
was inevitable. We're not machines; minor injuries are bo-
und to happen, especially since preparations for the se-
ason wererather odd and very short. This was also true
forme after the breakin the previous games when|had
togoout onthe field and play every three days after ho-
ving been locked up at home for nine weeks. My body ran
out of energy too. But playing for the national team evo-
kes different emotions and releases additional stimuli

bench for two, three years and acknowledged his su-
periority, as in my opinion, he is the best right back in
the history of Polish football. Working with himwas an
honour and | didn't view competing against him thro-
ugh the lens of my desire to play. Every training and
match with him was alearning opportunity for me, but
now | hope that this position will meet my own expec-
tations. If | continue to perform as | do now, | can easi-
ly become the defensive leader of the national team.
That is something | will strive for.

Each of us could tell that we had
made the most of the national
team training camp session
despite ultimately losing to

England.

Especially since we have a big tournament coming up.
Despite the fatigue, just thinking about EURO gives you
anenergy boost.

The narrative about you is changing. You are rising
in the hierarchy. Do these changes affect you in
any way?

The most important thing for a defender is regulari-
ty and I've had it basically since | left Legia and joined
Sampdoria; | even played as captain in a few games.
A captain of a club from a strong league that strives
for something more than a mid-table finish. It shows
that my skills are increasing and | want them to trans-
late to my performance in the national team. | probably
would have played in many more matches if it wasn't
for the fact that | had to wait until tukasz Piszczek fi-
nished his career with the national team. | sat on the
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Before the training camp session in March, a lot of
the theoretical work was done online and you stay-
ed in touch with the coach and his assistants. Was
this also the case in the weeks after the games ago-
inst Hungary, Andorra and England, or was it post-
poned for the national team training camps befo-
re the EURO?

The coaches were well aware that we had an intense
time at the clubs beforehand and now is the best time
for training and analyses. We know what the game
model will be and what the head coach expects, as
well as what it all should look like. We are tactical-
ly aware and realise that club tactics are different
from the national team tactics. During the Opale-
nica national team training camp, our head coach
was much more comfortable, unlike before the me-
eting with Hungary.
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You mentioned the role of captain in the club. Does
Claudio Ranieri appreciate the leadership abilities of
the Poles, especially since one of the leaders at Le-
icester City was Marcin Wasilewski?

lamamong the players who have been playing for Samp-
doria the longest. This also makes me a team leader and
encourages me toplay every match from the first tothe
last minute. The coach trusts me and is happy with my
attitude. What | know about Marcinis that he was a ge-
nuine leader - in a sense, 'm learning all of this myself.
While playing at Legial was ajunior, whereas and in Italy
| am a foreign player, which has not made the process of
becoming aleader any easier. Today, whether | play with
the armband or nat, | try to be aleader and show every-
one that they can always count onme.

What'’s your assessment of Sumpdoria's current
season? You have defeated Inter, Milan, Lazio and

Atalonta, but you have also had two longer streaks
without a win, which did not allow you to rise abo-
ve the mid-table.

[thinkit's a good transition season. In the previous one, we
were fighting to the end to stay in Serie A while the sum-
mer transfers made the team rise automatically. We are
better than we were a year ago; the goal was to calmly
hold our ground and we managed to do just that. We are
doing everything we can to push ourselves higher so that
next season we can live up to expectations — which will
be higher as well

You scored your first goal in Serie A this season, but
the last time you set up a goal was over two years ago.
The previous coach, Giampaolo, changed my perception
of theright back position as had limited opportunities to
play attack. With Claudio Ranieri | have more flexibility,
nonetheless, | still had to regain such confidence in the
offensive. If you haven't done somethingin three years,
then suddenly things like crossing the halfway line be-
come something new. Last season the coach expected
more discipline, but now this has changed; my collabo-
ration with Antonio Candreva has been very good.Inmy
lost few games, 've had allot of passes into the penalty
areq, as well as crosses. Though the striker sometimes
fails to score, | still try to create such situations. The-
re were also a dozen games when | was more of a cen-
tre back than aright back. I remain optimistic about my
performance and I'm happy that it's looking better on
the offensive end, with the scores starting to come in.

You mentioned the importance of the tournament
ahead of the national team. Are you trying to pre-
pare for it in any special way?
It'snot like 'm counting down the games until the end of the
season so | can go on vacation - [know that the next few
weeks will be full of hard work. No one wants to miss the
EURObecause of aninjury or worse performance so as not
to have any remorse. Each national team member is well
aware of this extraeffort and a prolonged season. | constan-
tly spend extratime at the gym, but | alsoknow that | can-
not do anything that willbe detrimental today and hope for
results that may come in several weeks. That's not the po-
int. While some people may relax, we must keep pushing
ourselves and keep up the pressure. We'll have time tore-
lox after the EURO, and until then, we must be fully focused.
Interviewed by Michat Zachodny
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O SLOWOKLUCZ: PROGRES.
wsa ANALIZA SEZONU
MATEUSZA KLICHA

Dlaczego to nie bramkii asysty najlepiej
wyrazajq bardzo udany pierwszy sezon
Mateusza Klicha na poziomie Premier
League? Prezentujemy statystyki,
ktare wyrdznicjg go na tle innych
pomacnikow z czotowych lig w Europie
oraz sprawdzamy, jokie moze mie¢ to
przetozenie na reprezentacje Polski

w EURQ 20260.

Nie znajdziecie w Premier League bardziej bezposred-
niego i szczerego trenera od Marcelo Bielsy. Co moze
zabrzmieg dziwnie, gdy przypomni sig, ze kazde wystg-
pienie Argentynczyka w mediach wigze sig z zaanga-
zowaniem ttumacza oraz wzrokiem szkoleniowca whi-
tym w ziemig, nie jego rozméwce. Jednak dla Bielsy li-
czy sie tresg, nie forma jej przekazywania.

- Po obecnym sezonie nie oczekiwatemniczego konkret-

nego.Zawodnicy zastuzylinamiejsce, naktérym sie znaj-

dujg - stwierdzit po ostatnim zwyciestwie Leeds United

z Southampton FC.Jego druzyna zakoriczyta pierwszy po

powracie do Premier League sezon w czotowej dziesigt- (

ce,z czego wieluinnych treneréw zrobitoby wielkie osig-

gniecie. Tymczasem Bielsa, w typowy dla siebie sposab, A H .

[ g

nie umniejsza ani nie dodaje temu wynikowi.

Jednak trudno nie uciec od wrazenia, ze mato ktory zespét
tak zapracowat na swojg pozycje. Portal ,The Athletic” Ve
ujownit dane, wedtug ktérych dominacja Leeds w sta- i |

tystykach biegowych jest w Premier League absolutna. (

Pod wzgledem dystansu pokonanego w sprincie gorujq
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szy sktad. Weigz mozemy biegaé, radzimy sobie i takie
opinie sq nie fair - dodawat Klich po swoim ostatnim wy-
stepie w tym sezonie.

Azwiericzyt go bardzo tadnym trafieniem - pierwszym
w lidze od grudniai czwartym w sezonie, doktadajge do
tego pieé asyst. To wynik, ktéry, jak sam méwi, ,bratby
w ciemno” na starcie rozgrywek. Wazne jest jednak to,
ze Klichowi udato sig przenies¢ zalety, ktére wyréznio-
ty go w Championship, na poziom wyzej.

Bramkii asysty - czwarte miejsce w wewngtrzklubo-
wej klasyfikacji kanadyjskiej - to nigjedyne statysty-
ki, ktére wyrézniajg Klicha. Posréd pomocnikéw z pie-
ciu czotowych lig w Europie znajduje sie on w dziesie-

ciu procentach najczesciej pressujgcych rywali w stre-
fie ataku, o takze zaliczajgeych najwiecej kontaktow
z pitkg w polu karnym przeciwnika.

Jednak prawdziwg furore Polak robi w tym, co najle-
piej odzwierciedla styl Leeds United. Bielsa wymaga
od swoich pitkarzy ciggtego ruchu, wymiennosci pozy-
¢jii gry do przodu, omijania linii przeciwnika. W tym po-
trzeba zawodnikéw nie tylko szukajgeych podari prosto-
padtych, lecz réwniez potrafigcych odnalezé sie w Sci-
sku, by pitke opanowag, odwrdci¢ sig w kierunku bram-
kiiwykoriczyé atak.

Wystarczy przypomnie¢ sobie poczgtek sezonu,gdyKlich
strzelit gola z Liverpoolem, a w drugiej kolejce z Fulham
dodat kolejng bramke i asyste. Trafienie na Anfield byto
wyjgtkowej urody, poniewaz pormacnik w pierwszym
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kontakcie opanowat trudne podanie, a w drugim - piek-
nie uderzyt pitke tuz przy stupku. Ale trafienie poprzedzito
dynamiczne wejscie z drugiej liniiw szesnastke, w wolng
przestrzen miedzy Srodkowymi obroricami Liverpoolu.
Podanie, ktdre wowczas otrzymat z boczngj strefy, jest
klasyfikowane joko ,progresywne”. Oznacza to, ze pitka
zostata zagrana na przynajmniej dziesigé jardow w kie-
runku bramki przeciwnika (z wytgczeniem wtasnej stre-
fy obrony]lub w samo pole karne. AKlich tych podari pro-
gresywnych otrzymuje najwiecej ze wszystkich pomoc-
nikéw w pigciu czotowych ligach Europy ($rednio 7,18 na
9@ rozegranych minut).

Zkoleiz Fulham potrafit potgezyé inne aspekty - przy asy-
Scie natrzeciego golanajpierw otrzymat podanie prosto-
padte,anastepnie, po, kéteczku" z pitkg zagrat do Patric-
ka Bamforda, ktdry wykoriczyt atak. Pod wzgledem klu-
czowych podari réwniez jest w Scistych dziesieciu pro-
centach najlepszych pomocnikéw w Europie, samemu
wuykonuje Srednio prawie szeS¢ progresywnych zagran
na 9@ minut gry.

Gol z Burnley byt idealng klamrg dla udanego sezonu
Klicha - udanego, z okresem rzadszej gry w marcu. Ki-
bice Leeds Spiewajg o nim, ze potrafi strzeli¢ z kilku-
dziesieciu jardéw i tym razem znow trafit zza polakar-
nego. Cata akcja na 1:0 pokazata kolejny aspekt, ktory
jest tak przydatny druzynie Bielsy: prowadzenie pit-
ki w wolng przestrzen. Zndéw, co warto podkreslic, jest
w dziesieciu procentach pomocnikéw najczesciej wy-
konujgeych to dziatanie w strefe obrony przeciwnika.
Zaczeto sie od tego, ze rozgrywajgey Leeds przejgt pit-
ke na srodku boiska i - razem z kilkoma kolegami - ru-
szylina przeciwnika. Sposéb whiegniecia zawodnikéw
United otworzyt mozliwo$¢ uderzenia bez zadnego blo-
ku ze strony obroricow - byli oni rozstawieni szeroko,
z dwdjkq angazujgeg stoperdw.
Nie ulega wiec wgtpliwosci, ze Bielsa i Leeds skorzysta-
tozjokosci, jokgmaKlich. Ale jest trener; ktéry nie miat ku
temu okazji - Paulo Sousa. W reprezentacii Polskipomoc-
nik gratjesienig (zaliczyt asyste przyjednym z trafier Ro-
bertaLewandowskiego w meczuzBosnigi Hercegowing),
ale wiosng z rywalizacjiw eliminacjach MS wykluczyt go
COVID-19.0d pojawienia sig tejinformacji portugalski se-
lekcjoner przyznawat, ze toistotna strata. - Tokluczowy
gracz dlatejdruzyny i to pod wieloma wzgledami: inten-
Sywnosci gry, poruszania sie bez pitki. Jego brok to duza
strata dla zespotu - méwit Sousa. W dwdch zdaniach
przedstawit atuty, ktdre wyrazajg sie réwniez w zapre-
zentowanych akgjachi statystykach.
Po meczu z Wegrami (3:3), w ktérym Klicha zastgpit
Jokub Moder, przyznawat, ze to inny typ srodkowe-
go pomocnika, ktory zwtaszcza w pierwszej potowie
nie przyjmowat takiej pozycji, jakiej od niego oczeki-
wat. Byt za daleko od obroricdw, nie tworzyt linii poda-
nia do $rodka pola i zbyt czesto zbiegat do boku. Klich
zwykle trzyma sie centralnej osi, tam swoim ruchem
szuka wolnych przestrzeni.
Sousa wie tez, zejego druzyna - przy wigkszym skupieniu
na posiadaniu pitki — czesciej bedzie wystepowata z po-
zycji dominujgcej nad rywalami, czy to w eliminacjach,
czynawet w fazie grupowej EURO 2020. Jedynie starcie
z Hiszpanig, podabnie jok z Anglig, przyniesie wyzwanie
innego rodzaju. Jednak do kozdego z przypadkdw umie-
jetnosciKlicha sgkluczowe, takze przy jego doswiadcze-
niu oraz energii, ktorej nieco zaoszczedzit decyzjg Bielsy.
Jeslizachowania orozjako$¢ gry z Premier League prze-
niesie do reprezentacji, to wszyscy bedg zadowoleni.
Michat Zachodny
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©% KEY WORD: PROGRESS.
POLSKA ANAI.YSIS UF THE
MATEUSZ KLICH'S SEASON

Why is it something different from
goals and assists that best reflects
the remarkably successful first season
played by Mateusz Klich in the Premier
League? We are going to present the
statistics that make him stand out
from other midfielders playing in major
European leagues and check whether
they will have animpact on the Polish
national team during EURQ 2020.

It goes without saying that Marcelo Bielsais the most
direct and honest Premier League head coach. This may
sound strange when you keep in mind that every me-
dia appearance by the Argentine - with his eyes fixed
on the ground rather than on the person he is talking
to-involves aninterpreter. Still, what matters for Biel-
sais the content - not the form of its communication.
,l did not expect anything specific from the current se-
ason. The players deserved the place they are in," said
Marcelo Bielsa after the Leeds United's recent win aga-
inst Southampton FC. His team will finishin the top 10
after the first season following their Premier League re-
turn, which would be considered an astonishing feat by
other head coaches. Meanwhile, Bielsa does not either
underestimate or overestimate this resultin a manner
thatis typical of him, but

it seems evident that there are few teams, if any, that
deserved their place more than Leeds United. The Ath-
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letic revealed data showing the staggering amount
by which Leeds United outrun the rest of the Premier
League. In terms of the sprinting distance, the team
outrun other Premier League teams by almost @.5
km per match on average and are the only team that
make over 100 sprints per match. To be more speci-
fic, the players led by Bielsa make over 120 sprints per
match on average.

The result hoped for

Mateusz Klich is at the heart of the team. The Pole
spent the last two Matchdays - one of the few in En-
gland to be played with alimited number of fans back
into stadiums - in Poland because he was given time of f
by Marcelo Bielsa. | was surprised but also happy that
| could see my girlfriend, daughter, and parents,” expla-
ined Mateusz Klich in aninterview with Radio Krakéw.
Only five Leeds players played more matches in the
starting eleven or played more minutes in the Premier
League than the Polish national team player.

»In the last two seasons, we played more matches
than there are Matchdays in the Premier League, and
we made it through. There were opinions that we wo-
uld burn out because we play at very high intensity,
but our team are getting stronger. We can still run, we
are doing our best, so these opinions are unfair,” added
Klich after his lost appearance this season.

His last appearance saw him score a beautiful goal -
the first one since last December and the fourth one
this season - that complements his five assists this
season. This is the result that he says he would have
»,hoped for" at the start of the season. However, itisim-
portant to mention that Klich managed to bring the qu-
alities that made him stand out in the Championship
to the higher football tier.
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Progressive movement

The goals and assists by Klich - 4th highest number
of them combined in the team - are not the only sta-
tistics that single him out. As for midfielders from the
top five European leagues, he is among the 10% of the
players who most often press the opponent in the at-
tacking zone and who have the highest number of to-
uches in the opponent penalty area.

However, the Pole s really successful at what best re-
flects the Leeds United's style. From his players, Biel-
sarequires continuous movement, changing positions
on the pitch and playing forward, as well as evading
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the opponent defensive line. For this, players who not
only look for through passes, but also can find their
place surrounded many players close to each other
to get the ball, turn towards the opponent goal, and
score are a must.

Let us recall the start of the season when Klich scored
against Liverpool just to score again and get an assist
against Fulham on Matchday 2. His goal at Anfield was
spectacular because his first touch was to get control of
the ball after a difficult pass and his second touch was
abeautiful shot that found the net right next to the goal-
post. The goal, however, was preceded by a fast run with
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the ball from the midfieldinto the box - right into the free
space between Liverpool centre-backs.

The pass that he received from the wide areais classified
as,progressive”. This means that a pass was played to
advance the team at least 10 yards closer to the oppo-
nent’s goal (excluding the team’s own defensive zone) or
apass was played right into the box, and tis Klichwhore-
ceives the highest number of progressive passes among
all midfielders playing in the top five European leagues
(718 per 90 minutes played on average).

Against Fulham, on the other hand, he was able to com-
bine his ather qualities - when assisting for the third goal,
he first received a through pass and then turned around
with the ball and made a pass to Patrick Bamford, who
scored. He is also among the 10% of the best European
midfielders in terms of key passes, making, on average,
almost six progressive passes per 9@ minutes played.
His goal against Burnley was a perfect addition to the
successful season by Klich, except for March when he
played rarely. Leeds fans chant about his ability to sco-

1

Heis a key
player for this
team in many
ways

- intensity

of play,
off-the-hall
movement.

re from a distance of a few dozen yards and that was
another goal scored from outside the box. The entire at-
tack leading to the 1-@ goal showed another quality that
is essential to the Bielsa's team: running with the ball
into free space. And, again, it is Klich who is among the
10% of the midfielders who do so most often in the op-
ponent defensive zone. It started when the Leeds play-
maker won the ballin the middle of the pitch andrushed
towards the opponent with his teammates. The way in
which the Leeds United players ran into the opponent
gave Klich a chance to shoot without being blocked by
the defenders - they were wide apart, with two players
keeping the centre-backs busy.
There is no doubt that Bielsa and Leeds made use of
the qualities that Klich possesses. However, thereis one
head coach that still waits to use them - Paulo Sousa.
The midfielder played for the Polish national team last
autumn (and assisted for one of the goals scored by Ro-
bert Lewandowski against Bosnia and Herzegoving), but
inthe spring, COVID-19 ruled him out of 2022 FIFA World
Cup qualifier matches. When the Portuguese head co-
achlearned about his absence, he admitted that he wo-
uld be missed. ,He is a key player for this teamin many
ways - intensity of play, off-the-ballmovement. The team
will miss him very much,” said Sousa. He used two sen-
tences to express the qualities that are also reflected in
the attacks and statistics presented.
Following the match against Hungary (3-3),in which ab-
sentKlich was replaced by Jokub Moder, Sousa said that
Moder was a different kind of midfielder, who failed to po-
sition himself as expected, especially in the first half. He
was too far away from the defenders, did not formaline
to receive passes in the midfield, and made too many
runs to the wide areas of the pitch. Klich generally sticks
to the middle of the field in all areas, and it is where he lo-
oks for free space.
Sousais also aware that his team - when focused more
on possession - will oftenbe expected to dominate the-
ir opponents - be it in the qualifiers or evenin the EURO
2020 group stage. Only matches against Spainand En-
gland will be a challenge of adifferent kind. Still, Klich's skills
arecrucialinallmatches, especially given his experience
andenergy, with the latter being on his side after the de-
cision made by Bielsa. Everyone will be happy if his per-
formance and qualities displayed in the Premier League
are reflected in the national team.

Michat Zachodny
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Ostatnie miesigee dia Kamila Jozwiakato Swietny okres w karierze.
Skrzydtowy zadomowit sig w nowym klubie, Derby County,
|jest coraz wazniejszg postacig w reprezentacii Polski.
W ezerwcu bedzieMiat okazje wzigc udziat
W pierwszym miedzynarodowym turnieju na poziomie Seniorskim
= znalazt sig bowiem w gronie wybrancow Paula Sousy naEURO 20260,
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Topigkna, wreczmodelowa historia kariery. Droga, w ktdrej
kazdy kolejny krokjest logiczny i prowadzi do coraz wigk-
szych sukceséw.Z matego JunioraZbgszynekjuzjokodzie-
wieciolatek Kamil J6zwiak trafit do UKP Zielona Géra. Za-
mieszkat nieopodal Sulechowa, urodzicw swojego kale-
gi,zktérym dojezdzat na treningi. W Zielonej Gérze sukce-
sywnierozwijat swoj talent, dostawat regularne powota-
nia dokadry wojewodztwa lubuskiego. Podczas jednego
z turnigjow zostat dostrzezony przez trenera Wojciecha
Tomaszewskiego, ktdry postanowit sprowadzi¢ , J6zka”
do akademi Lecha Poznari. J6zwiakowi nie dane byto na-
wet ukoriczyé gimnazjum przed przenosinami. - Cheiatem
odejs¢ po zakoriczeniu tego etapu edukacijiw Zielone) G-
rze, ale wszystko potoczyto sig szybciej. Podczas testow
w,Kolejorzu" tylkojaiFilip Nawrocki dostalismy klubowe
stroje, cho¢ byto nas okoto pigtnastu. Bytem niezmiernie
szczesliwy, ze udato sie postawié kolejny krok — wspomi-
nareprezentant Polski.

Co ciekawe, w Poznaniu J6Zwiak grat poczgtkowo jako...
napastnik. Dopiero podczas jednego z turniejéw zostat
przesunigty na skrzydtoi spisat sie na tyle dobrze, ze na
tej pozycji juz pozostat. Niemniej jednak pierwsze tygo-
dnie winternacie byty dla, Jézka" bardzo trudne. - Przez
pierwszy tydzieri zdarzato mi sig ptakaé. Odliczatemn dni
do powrotu do domu. Potem zebratem sig w sobiei ttumi-
tem emocje.Moze wynikato to z tego, ze pitkarsko tez za-
czetodobrze iS¢ nie miatem powod6w do smutku. Win-
ternacie mieszkaliréwniez pitkarze zinnych klubéw, tak-
ze starsi. Wiekszych dymaéw nie byto, choé zdarzyto sie
dostac tomot - opowiada.

W koricu nadszedt czas na powctanie do reprezentacii
Polski. Jozwiak z ortem na piersi zadebiutowat w meczu
zRumunig w kadrze dolat 15 prowadzonej przez Bartto-
mieja Zalewskiego. | znéw zagrat na nowej dia siebie po-
zycji. Wezesniej operowat na lewej stronie, tym rozem
trener desygnowat go na przeciwlegtq flanke. - Biega-
tem na tej stronie i nie wiedziatem zupetnie, 0 co chodzi.
Mimo to strzelitem gola, a po powrocie do Lecha gralismy
sparing z Herthg Berlin. Trener Tomaszewski postanowit
takze wyprébowaé mnie na prawej flance, zagratem nie-
Zleizostatem juz na tej pozycji - zdradza.

Mtody pitkarz przeskakiwat kolejne szczeble iw koricu zo-
stat witgczony do seniorskiego zespotu , Kolejorza™. Za-
debiutowat w ekstraklasie w meczu z Jagiellonig Bioty-
stok, ale nie byt zadowolony ze swojej postawy. - Szatu
na poczgtku nie zrobitemn. Odpalitem dopiero w ostatnigj
kolejce rozgrywek, gdy strzelitem golai dorzucitem asy-
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ste. W nastepnym sezonie tapatem jedynie pojedyncze
minuty, a potem zostatem wypozyczony do GKS Kato-
wice. Miatem tylko 18 lat, ale oczekiwania wobec mnie
byty spore. Liczono, ze pociggne zespét do awansu. Nie
udato sie, ale to byta dia mnie dobra lekcja radzenia so-
bie z presjq - zaznacza.

Gdy wypozyczenie dobiegtokorica, J6zwiak powrécit do
Paznania, gdzie zaczgt odgrywaé coraz waznigjszq role.
Gratregularnie w ekstraklasie, stat sig tez istotng posta-
cig reprezentacji mtodziezowej. Znalazt sie w kadrze na
mistrzostwa Europy we Wioszech, akilka miesiecy poz-
niej trafit dokadry seniorskiej. Zadebiutowat w nigj w me-
czu ze Stowenig, a zaufat mu trener Jerzy Brzeczek . Joz-
wiak zaprezentowat sig na tyle dobrze, ze w kolejnych
spotkaniach ponownie pojawiat sie w sktadzie. Premie-
rowe trafienie w narodowych barwach zaliczyt 18 listo-
pada 2620 roku w meczu z Holandig na Stadionie Sig-

skimw Chorzowie. Bytjuz wéwczas zawodnikiem Derby
County, do ktérego przenidst sie we wrzesniu.
Szybko odnalazt sie w nowym ataczeniu. W szatni spo-
tkatlegendarnego Wayne'aRooneya, ktéry z czasem zo-
stat szkoleniowcem zespotu z Derby. J6zwiak w premie-
rowym sezonie w Championship rozegrat 41 spotkars, za-
notowat trzy asystyijedng bramke (w potyczce ze Swan-
sea Gity). Za swoje wystepy zbierat bardzo pochlebne re-
cenzje, w tym te ngjwazniejsze - zust szkoleniowca. - Ka-
milzmeczu na mecz staje sig coraz lepszy. Zaczynamy
dostrzegac jego prawdziwg joko$¢. Ciezko pracuje dla ze-
spotu.Jestem zachwycony jego postawg - komplemen-
towat J6Zwiaka legendarny angielski pitkarz.
[ nic dziwnego, bo J6zwiak stawia sobie coraz to nowe
wyzwaniaipo prostuje realizuje. W czerwcu bedzie mégt
zn6w udowodnic swq joko$¢ podczas EURO 2020.
Emil Kopariski
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The last few months have been great for Kamil Jazwiak. The winger has settled
into his new club, Derby County, and is an increasingly important figure
in the Polish national team. In June, he will have the opportunity to take part
in his first international tournament at senior level as he is among these chose
by Paulo Sousa for EURQ 2020. '
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This is a beautiful career story, even a model one. A path
where each successive step is logical and leads to more
and more success. Already as a nine-year-old, Kamil Joz-
wiak went from the small Junior Zbgszynek club to UKP
Zielona Géra. He lived near Sulechéw, with the parents of
his friend with whom he commuted to training sessions. In
Zielona Gora, he successively developed his talent and was
regularly called up to the national team of the Lubuskie Vo-
ivodeship. During one of the tournaments, he was noticed
by coach Wojciech Tomaszewski,who decided tobring ,,J-
zek"to the Lech Poznari academy. J6Zzwiok could not even
graduate fromlower secondary school before transferring.
,Jwanted toleave after finishing this stage of my education
inZielona Géra but everything went faster. During the tests
i, Kalejorz", only me and Filip Nawrocki got club uniforms,
although there were about fifteen of us. | was extreme-
ly happy to take the next step,” recalls the member of the
Polishnational team.

Interestingly, in Poznan, J6Zwiak initially played as a... stri-
ker. It was only during one of the tournaments that he was
moved to the wing and did well enough to stay in that po-
sition.Nevertheless, the first weeks at the boarding school
were verydifficult for, Jozek"., During the first week, lused
tocry.| was counting down the days until | could go home.
Later; Ipulled myself together and suppressed my emotions.
Maybe it was because | started doing wellin football too and
| had no reason to be sad. There were football players from
other clubs staying at the boarding school as well,including
some older ones. There were nomaijor fights, although | did
take apounding a couple of times,” he says.

Finally, it was time to be called up to the Polish national
team. J6Zwick made his debut with the eagle on his chest
inamatch against Romaniain the national under-15 team,
led by Barttomiej Zalewski. And, once again, he played in
a position that was new to him. He used to play on the left
side; this time, the coach assigned him to the opposite wing.
,Jwasrunning along that side andlhad noidea what it was
allabout Andyet | scored agoal, and after returning to Lech,
we ployed a friendly match against Hertha Berlin. Coach To-
maszewski also decided to try me on the right wing, | play-
ed welland stayed in this position,” he revedals.

The young player jumped up the ranks and was finally inclu-
dedinthe, Kolgjorz" senior team.He made his debut in Eks-
troklasainamatch against Jogiellonia Biatystok but was not
satisfied with his performance., At the beginning, | didn't do
toowell.lonly spread my wingsin thelast round of the com-
petitions when | scored agoaland anassist. Inthe following

season, | only played several minutes per match, and then
| was loaned to GKS Katowice. | was only 18 but the expec-
tations for me were high. It was hoped that | would lead the
team to advance. It didn't happen but it was agreat lesson
formein terms of dealing with pressure,” he emphasises.

Once the loan period ended, J6zwiak returned to Poznars,
where he began to play an increasingly important role.
Heregularly playedin Ekstraklasa and became animpor-
tant figure in the youth national team. He was on the na-
tional team during the European Championships in Italy,
and a few months later,he made it to the senior national
team. He made his debut in the match against Slovenia
after coach Jerzy Brzgczek trusted him. J6Zwiak's perfor-
mance was so good that he appearedin the lineupin the

He works hard
for the team.
llove his attitude.

following matches as well. He scored his first goal in the
national team on 18 November 2020 in the match aga-
inst the Netherlands at the Silesian Stadiumin Chorzéw.
At the time, he was already a Derby County player, towhe-
re he transferred in September.

He quickly found his place in his new environment. In the
locker room, he met the legendary Wayne Rooney, whoin
time became the coach of the Derby team. In his premiere
season in the Championship, J6zwiak played 41 matches,
scored three assists and one goal (against Swansea City).
Hereceived very favourable reviews for his performances,
including the mostimportant ones - from the coach himself.
,Kamilis getting better and better from match to macth.
We are beginning to see his true value. He works hard for
the team.|love his attitude,” said the legendary English fo-
otballer about J6zwiak.

Itis not at all surprising because JoZwiak keeps setting
himself new challenges and simply fulfills them. He will
have the opportunity to prove his worth againinJune, this
time at EURO 2020. Emil Kopariski
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Matchday 1

FRI | SAT | SUN | MON | TUE
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Saint Petersburg Stadium
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National Arena Bucharest
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Hampden Park
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La Cartuja Stadium Seville
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MUNICH

Football Arena Munich
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BUDAPEST

Puskas Aréna
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KNOCKOUT STAGE

Semi-finals

Round of 16 Quarter-finals

TUE | WeD
06.07 | 07.07

FRI | SAT
02.07 | 03.07

SAT | SUN | MON | TUE
26.06 | 27.06 | 28.06 | 29.06

Final

SUN

GROUP A

Turkey (TUR)

Italy (ITA)

Wales (WAL)

Switzerland (SUI)

Enjoy Responsibly
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GROUP B

Denmark (DEN)
Finland (FIN)
Belgium (BEL)

Russia (RUS)

Netherlands (NED)
Ukraine (UKR)
Austria (AUT)

North Macedonia (MKD)

England (ENG)
Croatia (CRO)
Scotland (SCO)

Czech Republic (CZE)

GROUP E
Spain (ESP)
Sweden (SWE)
Poland (POL)

Slovakia (SVK)

GROUP F

Hungary (HUN)
Portugal (POR)
France (FRA)

Germany (GER)
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O TOMASZ KEDZIORA:
»** MARZYLEMOTYCH
MISTRZOSTWACH

0D DZIECKA

Tomasz Kedziora ma za sobg bardzo udany sezon w pitce klubowej. Dynamo

Kijow na krajowym podwarku nie miato sobie rownych i siegneto po mistrzostwo,
a takze Puchar i Superpuchar Ukrainy. Polski obrorica byt pewnym punktem
druzyny i miat bardzo duzy udziat w sukcesach. Zadebiutowat réwniez

w rozgrywkach grupowych Ligi Mistrzow, w ktarych mierzyt sig z FC Barcelong

I Juventusem FC. Teraz czas na zwieniczenie sezonu - udziat z reprezentacjg Polski

w finatach mistrzostw Europy.

Catkowita dominacja, deklasacja, panowanie
- tak najdobitniej mozna podsumowaé ten se-
zon w wykonaniu Dynama Kijéw. Nie mieliscie
sobie réwnych w ukrairiskiej Premier League.

To prawda. W lidze, jako druzyna, bylismy przekoza-
kami! Po prosto nie do ugryzienia! Na krajowym po-
dworku wygralismy wszystko, co byto tylko do zdo-
bycia: Superpuchar, mistrzostwo kraju, a na zakon-
czenie rdwniez Puchar Ukrainy. | to w petni zastuze-
nie! Nasi przeciwnicy nie mieli nawet zadnych pytan.
W europejskich pucharach takze zaprezentowalismy
sie catkiem nieZle. W fazie grupowej Ligi Mistrzow za-
jeliSmy trzecie miejsce, za Barcelong i Juventusem.
Awansowaliémy bezposrednio do 1/16 finatu Ligi Eu-
ropy. Tam poradzilismy sobie z Club Brugge, ale w ko-
lejnej rundzie odpadlismy z Villarrealem. Nie mamy
sie jednak czego wstydzi¢, w koricu zespét z Hiszpa-
nii awansowat do finatu rozgrywek, w ktérym wy-
grat z Manchesterem United.

94 REPREZENTACJA POLSKI

Porozmawiajmy nojpierw o rozgrywkach ligowych.
Dokonaliscie rzeczy wielkieji po czterech latach prze-
rwaliScie hegemonig zespotu Szachtara Donieck.
W dodatku zopewniliScie sobie tytut mistrzowski
na trzy kolejki przed koricem sezonu, o ostatecznie
na finiszu rozgrywek mieli$cie nad nojwigkszymry-
waolem oz jedenascie punktéw przewagi.

Nosz prezydent, Ihor Surkis, zdecydowat sig na odwaz-
ny krok - zatrudnienie trenera Mircea Lucescu. Po jego
przyjsciu wszystko sie zmienito, staliSmy sie catkiem
inng druzyng. To byto kluczowe, od tego wszystko sig
zaczeto. Rumuriski szkoleniowiec z zawodnikéw, ktérych
miat do dyspozycji — warto zaznaczyg, ze nie dokonat
zadnego transferu, nikt do nas nie przyszedt - stwo-
rzyt prawdziwy zespot. Zespét, ktdry wygrat wszyst-
kie trzy trofea na Ukrainie. To méwi wszystko.

Z doswiandczonym Mirceq Lucescu zaczeliScie
pracowaé przed tym sezonem. Zatrudnienie byte-
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go szkoleniowca Szachtara nie spotkato sig jed-
nak poczgtkowo z entuzjuzmem waszych kibicéw,
ale ci ostatecznie docenili rumuriskiego szko-
leniowca. Dynamo zdobyto 16 tytut mistrzow-
ski w historii. Pierwszy, odkqd jestes w klubie.
Szachtar ma na koncie 13 ligowych tryumfow.

Po rozwigzaniu Zwigzku Radzieckiego rywaliza-
cja Dynama z Szachtarem stata sig jeszcze wigk-
szaijest odczuwalna na Ukrainie na kazdym kroku.
Wezesniej niepodzielnie rzgdzit zespét z Kijowa, ale
po rozpadzie ZSRR statystyki ksztattujg sie tak, ze
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Dynamo ma w gablocie 38 trofedw, a zespét z Do-
niecka - 35. Wygrywamy o trzy trofea, akurat zdo-
byte w tym sezonie, z czego sie bardzo cieszymy. Za
nami naprawde dobre rozgrywki.

Jokim trenerem jest Mircea Lucescu? Co tokie-
go zrobit, ze tak odmienit Dynamo?

Tojeden z najlepszych, jesli nie najlepszy trener, z kto-
rymi miatem dotychczas okazje wspétpracowac. Lu-
cescu zwraca uwage na detaleicaty czas chee wy-
grywac. Jest totalnym maksymalistg. Mimo wieku
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(w lipcu skoriczy 76 lat - red.), ma w sobie petno en-
tuzjozmu, ktérym zaraza wszystkich wokét siebie.
JesteSmy mtodg druzyng i zaufaliSmy mu bezgra-
nicznie, podgzylismy jego drogg i to dato efekty na
boisku. Przeciez w ubiegtym sezonie graliSmy w ta-
kim samym sktadzie, tymi samymi zawodnikami,a do
korica rozgrywek walczylismy, aby zajgé drugie miej-
sce w lidze i mieé prawo gry w eliminacjach Ligi Mi-
strzéw. Udato sie dopiero rzutem na tasme. W tym
sezonie nie mieliSmy za$ sobie réwnych na krajowym
podwadrku. To najlepiej pokazuje, joki wptyw na dru-
zyne ma trener Lucescu. To on jest architektem na-
Szego sukcesu.

To réwniez nojlepszy sezon w twojej dotych-
czasowej karierze. Do gubloty wstawite$ trofea
za mistrzostwo, Puchar Ukrainy i Superpuchar,
w dodatku zadebiutowate$ w elitarnej Cham-
pions League. Z dobrej strony pokazates sig
réwniez potem w fazie pucharowej Ligi Europy.
To prawda, pod wzgledem zdobytych pucharéw to
najlepszy sezon w mojej karierze. Mam nadziejg, ze
to dopiero poczqtek. Ze dalej bedziemy w dobrej for-
mie i bedziemy wygrywali jok najwiecej spotkari, aco
za tymidzie, réwniez trofedw.

W fazie grupowej Ligi Mistrzéw rywalizowali-
$cie m.in. 2 FC Barcelong i Juventusem FC. Mia-
tes okazje zmierzyc sie¢ z Leo Messim i Cristia-
no Ronaldo. Ktéry z nich zrobit na tobie wigk-
sze wrazenie?

Messirobi wielkie wrazenie tym, jok prowadzi pitke, jaki
ma spos6b myslenia, jaki wptyw na gre catej Barcelony.
Ronaldo to z kolei w tym momencie egzekutor, bardzie)
skupiat sie na wykariczaniu akgji Juventusu. To Swietna
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sprawa mac sprawdzi¢ sie zdwoma najlepszymi pitka-
rzamina swiecie. Z tymtrzecim, ktérymjest Robert Le-
wandowski, mam zas okazje trenowac i grac w repre-
zentacjl. To wielka przyjemnoscé. Nie ma co ukrywag, ze
po to sie ciezko trenuje kazdego dnia, aby graé w Lidze
Mistrzéw z najlepszymi. Ogromnie cieszymy sie, ze dzie-
kiwygraniuligi, w przysztym sezonie rowniez bedziemy
mogli wystgpié w Champions League. | to bez kwalifika-
cji.Jestem przekonany, ze doswiadczenie zebrane w pu-
charach w dopiero co zakoriczonychrozgrywkach zapro-
centuje juz w przysztym sezonie | pokazemy sie w Eu-
ropie z dobrej strony.

Zostaniesz w Kijowie na kolejny sezon? Jeste$
zawodnikiem Dynama od 2017 roku i zdobytes
z klubem wszystko, co byto do wygrania. Nie
chciatbys sprébowaé czegos nowego?

Jestemwdzigczny, ze w Kijowie dano miszansginamnie
postawiono. Dynamo to wielkiklub, ktéry ma pigkne tro-
dycje.Bardzo sie cieszg, ze po czterechlatach odzyskali-
$my mistrzostwo Ukrainy. To wielka sprawa. Po przyjsciu
treneraLucescu jeszcze bardziej utwierdzitem sie w tym,
zejestem w dobrym miejscu do rozwoju. Bobardzorozwi-
ngtem sie joko zawodnik, aleijako cztowiek.Napewnonie
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powiem, ze bede grat w Kijowie do zakoriczenia kariery,
ale bardzo dobrze sig tutaj czuje, niemaljok w domu. Poza
tym moja narzeczona jest Ukrainkg, wiec jestem z tym
parstwem zwigzany bardzo mocno. Wierze, ze przyszty
sezon bedzie diamnie przynajmniej réwnie udany i ze po-
nownie zdobedziemy wszystkie krajowe trofea.

Zwiericzeniem bardzo dobrego sezonu w two-
im wykonaniu bgdg mistrzostwa Europy. Zno-
loztes sie w kadrze powotanej przez selekcjo-
nera Paula Sousg na turniej finatowy.

Bardzo cheiatem otrzymaé powotanie na mistrzostwa
Europy. Rozegratem praktycznie wszystkie spotkania
w eliminacjach do tego turnieju, staratem sig jok naj-
bardziej pomac druzynie, miatem swoj udziat w tym
awansie. Za mng bardzo dobry sezon w klubie, roze-
gratem 40 spotkari we wszystkich rozgrywkach. Cie-
szg sig, ze trener Sousa mi zaufati pojade z druzyng na
EURO. Bede chciat pokazac sie z jak najlepszej strony.

W marcu nie znalaztes sig jednak wsréd powo-
tanych na mecze eliminacji mistrzostw swiata
2022. Paulo Sousa pomingt Cie w swoich pre-
mierowych nominacjach. Wiem, ze byt to dia
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Ciebie trudny moment. Czy dodatkowo zmo-
tywowato Cig to do jeszcze cigezszej pracy?
Taka byta decyzja selekcjonera i musiatem jg uszano-
wac. Dla mnie byta to jednak bardzo niemita sytuacja
i przede wszystkim nowe, bolesne doswiadczenie. Pre-
mierowe powotanie do druzyny narodowej dostatem od
trenera Marcina Dorny na konsultacje szkoleniowg re-
prezentacji U-15. Pierwszy oficjalny mecz w biato-czer-
wonych barwach zagratem za$ w kadrze U-16. 0d tam-
tego momentu, jesli bytem zdrowy, zawsze przyjezdza-
tem na reprezentacje i gratem we wszystkich druzy-
nach mtodziezowych, a pézniej w kadrze narodowe;
senioréw. Od dziesigciu lat. W marcu musiatem za$
zostaé w klubie i obejrze¢ mecze reprezentacji w te-
lewizji. Na pewno nie byto tatwo, ale tylko zmotywo-
wato mnie to do jeszcze cigzszej pracy. Cheiatem daé
z siebie jeszcze wiecej, aby udowodni¢ wszystkim, ze
zastuguje na gre w druzynie narodowej.

Udowodnites. Po wielkim sezonie w pitce klu-
bowej otrzymates$ nominacje i teraz bedziesz
miat szansg zagraé z reprezentacjg w finatach
mistrzostw Europy. Dla Ciebie to pierwszy tok
duzy turniej.

Pierwsze powoctanie do druzyny senioréw od trenera
Adama Nawatki dostatem juz w 2015 roku. W kadrze
zadebiutowatem zas przed mistrzostwami Swiata
w Rosji, wystgpitem w trzech spotkaniach towarzy-
skich, uczestniczytem tez w przygotowaniach w Ar-
tamowie, ale na mundial nie pojechatem. W elimina-
cjach EURQC 2020 gratem juz jednak w pierwszym
sktadzie w wiekszosci spotkari i dlatego tak bardzo
chciatem pojechaé na turniej finatowy.

Reprezentacja pod wodzg Paulo Sousy gra w in-
nym systemie, z trzema Srodkowymi obrorica-
mii wohadtowymi. Jok czujesz si¢ w tym usta-
wieniu? Jestes nominalnym prawym defenso-
rem, ale w tym sezonie wystepowates w klubie
réwniez na $rodku bloku obronnego.

Bede grat na tej pozycji, na ktdrej bedzie mnie widziat
trener. Nie robi to dla mnie wigkszego problemu, czy
bede ustawiony na prawym boku defensywy, czy
jako jeden ze srodkowych obrorcéw. Jestem na tyle
wszechstronnymi doswiadczonym zawodnikiem, ze
sobie poradze. Marzeniem kazdego zawodnika jest jez-
dzi¢ ze swojq reprezentacjg na wielkie pitkarskie impre-
zy.Kazdy chece byc czesceig druzyny narodowej w ta-
kich momentach. Snitem o tym od dziecka, od kiedy
tylko obejrzatem w telewizji pierwsze mistrzostwa.

Juki to byt turniej?
EURO 2000. Francja wygrata w finale z Wtochami 211,
a ztotego gola w dogrywee strzelit David Trezeguet.
W Italii Swietnie bronit wtedy Francesco Toldo. Od tych
mistrzostw oglgdatem juz wszystkie kolejne. Przezy-
watem mistrzostwa $wiata w 2002 roku, na ktére
Polska zakwalifikowata sig po szesnastu latach prze-
rwy. Emocjonowatem sig¢ EURQ 2004, ktére byty roz-
grywane w Portugali. Ogromng niespodzianke zrobi-
ta Grecja, ktéra wygrata cate mistrzostwa defensyw-
nym stylem gry, w finale pokonata 1:0 gospodarzy. Od
tego czasu stato sig to moim marzeniem, aby zagra¢
z reprezentacjg Polski na wielkim turnigju. Teraz wiel-
kie marzenie moze sig ziSciC.

Rozmawiat Pawet Drazbo
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O% TOMASZ KEDZIORA:
*** | HAVE DREAMT OF GOING
TO EURO SINCE | WAS AKID

Tomasz Kedziora has had a very successful season in club football. Dynamo Kyiv
was unbeatenin the domestic arena and won the league title, as well as the Cup
and Super Cup of Ukraine. The Polish defender was a reliable point of the team and
had a very large share in the successes. He also made his debut in the Champions
League group stage, playing in matches against FC Barcelona and Juventus FC.
Now it is time for the culmination of the season - participation with the Poland
national team in the finals of the European Football Championships.

Total domination, superiority, control - this is
the best way to sum up this season'’s perfor-
mance of Dynamo Kyiv. You had no equal in the
Ukrainian Premier League.

It's true. In the league, as a team, we were extraor-
dinary! Simply tough! In the domestic backyard we
won everything there was to win: the Super Cup,
the national championship, and at the end also
the Ukrainian Cup. And deservedly so! Our oppo-
nents didn't have anything to say. We also perfor-
med quite wellin the UEFA club competitions. We
finished third in the Champions League group sta-
ge, behind Barcelona and Juventus. We advanced
directly to the round of 32 of the Europa League.
There we beat Club Brugge, but in the next round
we were eliminated by Villarreal. However, we have
nothing to be ashamed of, after all, the team from
Spain advanced to the final of the competition,in
which they played Manchester United in Gdarisk.

Let’s talk about the league first. You have ac-
complished great thing and you have ended Sha-
khtar Donetsk dominance after four years. In
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addition, you secured the championship title
three rounds before the end of the season, and
finally at the end of the competition you had ele-
ven points advantage over your biggest rival.
Our president, Ihor Surkis, decided to take a bold
step - hiring coach Mircea Lucescu. After he came
in, everything changed, we became a completely
different team. That was the key factor, that's whe-
reit all started. The Romanian coach created areal
team from the players he had at his disposal - it's
worth noting that he didn't make any transfers, no-
body came to us. The team that won all three tro-
phies in Ukraine. That says it all.

You started working with the experienced
Mircea Lucescu before this season. Howe-
ver, the hiring of the former Shakhtar coach
was not initially met with enthusiasm by your
fans, but those fans eventually appreciated
the Romanian coach. Dynamo won the 16th
championship title in history. The first one
since you've been at the club. Shakhtar has
13 league titles.
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After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Dyna-
ma's rivalry with Shakhtar became even gre-
ater and you can see it in Ukraine everyday. Pre-
viously, the team from Kiev ruled supreme, but
after the collopse of the Soviet Union, the sta-
tistics are such that Dynamo has 38 trophies
and the team from Donetsk - 35. We're winning
by three trophies, won this season, which we-
're very happy about. We played really good in
the competitions.

What kind of coach is Mircea Lucescu? What
did he do that made such a difference for the Dy-
namo?

It's also the best season of your career so far.
You've won the league title, the Ukrainian Cup
and the Super Cup, and you've made your de-
but in the elite Champions League. You also per-
formed wellin the knockout stage of the Euro-
pa League.

It's true, in terms of titles won, this is the best se-
ason of my career. | hope this s just the beginning.
| hope that we will continue to be in good shape
and win as many games as possible, and therefo-
re win more trophies.

In the group stage of the Champions League,
you faced FC Barcelona and Juventus FC, among

L 20 28 2B 25 28 2% 28 2 2R 2% 2R ¢

Dynamo has 38 trophies
and the team from Donetsk - 33.
We're winning by three trophies.

He is one of the best, if not the best coach | have
had the opportunity to work with so far. Lucescu
pays attention to details and wants to win all the
time. He is a total maximalist. Despite his age (in July
he will be 76 - ed.), he is full of enthusiasm, which
he infects everyone around him. We are a young
team and we gave him our full trust, we followed
his path and it produced results on the field. After
all, last season we played with the same lineup, the
same players, and until the end of the competition
we fought to finish second in the league and have
the right to play in the Champions League quali-
fiers. We pulled it off at the eleventh hour. In turn,
we have been unbeatable in the national backyard
this season. This is the best demonstration of the
impact coach Lucescu has on the team. He is the
architect of our success.

others. You had the opportunity to play against
Leo Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo. Which one im-
pressed you more?

Messiis very impressive with how he runs with the
ball, his mindset, his influence on the game of Barce-
lona as a whole. Ronaldo on the other hand is an exe-
cutor at this point, he was more focused on finishing
Juventus'actions. It's great to be able to test yourself
against two of the best footballers in the world. With
the third one, which is Robert Lewandowski, | have
the opportunity to train and play in the national team.
It's a great pleasure. There is no denying that this is
why you train hard every day, to play in the Cham-
pions League with the best. We are extremely hap-
py that by winning the league, we will also be able to
play in the Champions League next season. Witho-
ut having to go through qualification stage. | am co-
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nvinced that the experience gained in the European
cups in the recently completed competition will pay
off next season and we will perform well in Europe.

Will you stay in Kiev for another season? You
have been a Dynamo player since 2017 and have
won everything there was to win with the club.
Wouldn't you like to try something new?

| am grateful that they gave me a chance in Kiev and
trusted me. Dynamaoiis a great club with beautiful hi-
story.|am very happy that we regained the champion-
ship of Ukraine after four years. It's a big deal. After
Coach Lucescu came in, | became even more confi-
dent that | was in a good place to grow. Because | have
grownalot as a player, but also as a person. | certain-
ly will not say that [ will play in Kiev until the end of my
career, but | feel very good here, almost like at home.
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Besides, my fiancée is Ukrainian, so | am connected
with this country very strongly. | believe that next se-
ason will be at least as successful for me as this one
and that we will win all the national trophies again.

The culmination of a very good season for you
will be the European Championships. You were
selected by Paulo Sousa for the final tourna-
ment.

I really wanted to be in the squad for the European
Championships. | played practically all the games in
the qualifiers for this tournament, | tried to help the
team as much as possible, | had my share in this pro-
motion. | had a very good season at the club, | played
4@ games in all competitions. | am glad that coach
Sousa trusted me and | will go with the team to the
EURO. | want to put my best foot forward.



Laczy nas pitha

However, in March you were not among those
called up for the 2022 World Cup qualifiers.
Paulo Sousa left you out of his first selection.
I know this has been a difficult time for you. Did
it further motivate you to work even harder?

That was the decision of the coach and | had to re-
spectit. For me, however, it was a very unpleasant si-
tuation and, above all, a new and painful experience.
| received my first call up to the national team from
coach Marcin Dorna for the training consultation of
the U-15 national team. | played my first of ficial match
for Poland in the U-16 national team. From then on,
if [ was healthy, | have always been selected for the
national team and played for all the youth teams and
later for the senior national team. For ten years. And
in March | had to stay at the club and watch the na-
tional teammatches on TV. It definitely wasn't easy,
but it only motivated me to work even harder. | wan-

Everyone
wants to be
part of the
national team
at times like
this. I've
dreamed about

it since | was
a kid.

ted to give even more of myself to prove to everyone
that | deserve to play for the national team.

You have proven that. After o great season in
club foothall, you have been selected and will
now have the chance to play with the national
team in the finals of the European Champion-
ships. It’s your first big tournament.

| got my first call-up to the senior team from coach
Adam Nawatka backin 2@15.1 made my debutin the
national team before the World Cupin Russig, | play-
edinthree friendly matches, | also participatedin the
training camp in Atlamowo, but | did not go to the World
Cup. However, in the EURO 2020 qualifiers | already
played in the first squad in most games and that's
why | wanted to go to the final tournament so much.

The national team under Paulo Sousa plays in
a different system, with three centre backs and
full backs. How do you feel playing in this for-
mation? You are a nominal right back, but you
have also played in the middle of the defensi-
ve block for the club this season.

| will play whatever position the coach wants me to
play. It's not much of an issue for me whether | will be
lined up on the right side of the defense or as one of
the centre backs.'m a versatile and experienced eno-
ugh player that | can handle it. It is every player's dre-
am to go with his national team to big football events.
Everyone wants to be part of the national team at ti-
mes like this. I've dreamed about it since | was a kid,
ever since | watched my first championshipon TV.

What tournament was it?
EURO 2000. France defeated Italy 2:1in final, with
David Trezeguet scoring the golden goalin extra time.
Italy had a great goalkeeper - Francesco Toldo. From
then on, I've watched all tournaments. | remember
2002 World Cup, to which Poland qualified after a si-
xteen-year break. | was excited about EURO 2004,
which was played in Portugal. A huge surprise came
from Greece, who won the entire tournament with
their defensive style of play, beating the hosts 1.0 in
the final. Since then it became my dream to play with
the Polish national team in a big tournament. Now the
big dream can come true.

Interviewed by Pawet Drazba
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O% IDZIE NOWE?

ks SPRAWDZAMY PROFIL
REPREZENTAC)JI POLSKI
PRZED EURO 2020

Czasem trudno o podziat zawodnikow
nakankretne grupy. Nawet w kwesti
zdefiniowania do$wiadczenia trudno
porownywac pitkarzy. Kacper Koztowski
nie skonczyt jeszcze osiemnastulat,
0juz ma wigcej meczow na najwyzszym
poziomie rozgrywkowym niz Robert
Lewandowski, gdy byt w jego wieku.
Sprawdzamy i poréwnujemy profil
reprezentacji Polski z druzynami,

ktare selekcjonerzy wysytalinadwa
poprzednie turnieje mistrzowskie.

Z badan wiemy, ze pitkarze z réznych pozycji w réz-
nym wieku osiggajg szczytowg forme. Inaczej jest
w przypadku bramkarzy niz $rodkowych pomaocni-
kdw, réwniez poréwnujgc obroricow z napastnika-
mi - pomimo wyjgtkéw takich, jok wspomniany Le-
wandowski — uwaza sig, ze to w defensywie moz-
na dtuzej gra¢ na najwyzszym poziomie.

W swoich zapowiedziach Euro 2020 Tom Worville,
autor ,The Athletic”, zaproponowat ciekawy spo-
sdb dzielenia druzyny wtasnie pod wzgledem wie-
ku. Za mtodziezowc6w uznat pitkarzy do 23. roku
zycia, od 24. do 29. przydzielajgc tych, ktdrzy sg
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w szczytowym okresie kariery, a od trzydziestki
zaczyna sig etap doswiadczenia.

Gdy Polska koriczyta mundial w 2818 na fazie grupo-
wej trudno byto nie odnie$¢ wrazenia, ze biato-czerwoni
przegapili swéjmoment nalegendarny wynik dwalata
wczesniej, w éwiercfinale mistrzostw Europy. Faktycz-
nie, w poréwnaniu dwdch kadr Adama Nawatki zauwa-
zalna bytaréznica pod tym wzgledem, jok wielu zawod-
nikéw... dojrzato. Az pigtnastu z 23 zawodnikéw byto
na obydwu imprezach, jednak uznawana za kluczo-
wg mieszanka rutyny zmtodosciq zostata zaburzona.

Podziat zaproponowany przez Worville'a doskonale to
obrazuje. W kadrze na Euro 2016 byto pigciu zawodni-
kéw z grupy ,mtodziezowcow”, w tejnaMS 2018 - juz
tylko trzech (Jan Bednarek, Karol Linetty i Dawid Kow-
nacki). Wzrosta z koleiliczba dodwiadczonych pitkarzy:
z o$miu do jedenastu. Co wigcej, we Francji z tej cze-
$ci kadry pewniakami byli jedynie tukasz Fabiariski
(ito pokontuzji Wojciecha Szczgsnego), o takze tukasz
Piszczek i Jakub Btaszczykowski. W Rasji tylko Bartosz
Biatkowski oraz Stawomir Peszko nie zaczgli przynay-
mniej jednego z trzech spotkari grupowych.

Posréd ngjmtodszych ta réznica jest jeszcze cie-
kawsza. Euro 2016 zaczgt w pierwszym sktadzie
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Srednia wieku
wybrancow
Paula Sousy
to 26,7, gdy
we Francji
byto to 27,5,

o w Rosji

- 28,2.

Bartosz Kapustka, Piotr Zielinski wystgpit w pod-
stawowej jedenastce z Ukraing, a Arkadiusz Mi-
lik byt jedng z kluczowych postaci kadry. W Rosji
Kownacki dostat siedemnascie minut z Senega-
lem (1:2) oraz zostat zdjety przed uptywem godzi-
ny gry z Kolumbig (@:3), z kolei znacznie wiecej ze-
brat ich Bednarek, ktéry wszedt w przerwie pierw-
szego meczu i utrzymat pozycje w sktadzie, a tak-
ze strzelit Japonii gola.

R&znic miedzy tymi druzynami - wykraczajgeych
poza profil wiekowy reprezentacji - byto wiecej. We
Francji Adam Nawatka tylko w jednym spotkaniu
zdecydowat sie na wiecej zmian (z Ukraing), zwykle
trzymajqc sie grona czternastu zawodnikow, kto-
rym ufat najbardziej. W Ros;ji juz po porazce z Sene-
galem dokonat czterech zmian w wyjsciowej jede-
nastce na Kolumbie, a takze pieciu juz na Japonie.

Obecna kadra - poszerzona o trzy nazwiska w zgo-
dzie ze zmianami UEFA - ma wigcej wspdlnego
z kadrg z Francji niz z Rosji. Do tego bedzie to naj-
mtodsza z trzech poréwnywanych reprezentacji.
Srednia wieku wybraricéw Paula Sousy to 26,7,
gdy we Francji byto to 27,5, a w Rosji - 28,2. W mi-
strzostwach $wiata byto dwanascie ,starszych”
pod tym wzgledem druzyn, w mistrzostwach Eu-
ropy réwniez, lecz trzeba pamietac, ze ten turniej
byt o osiem zespotdéw mniejszy. To istotna rézni-
ca - z dolnej potdwki klasyfikacji,,doswiadczenia”
biato-czerwoni w dwa lata znaleZli sig w tej gorne;...
Podobnie jok we Franc;ji blisko wyjSciowego skta-
du jest dwdch zawodnikéw uznawanych za mto-
dziezowcow - Jokub Moder oraz Kamil J6zwiak.
Z oSmioosobowej grupy doswiadczonych az trzech
to bramkarze, ale Robert Lewandowski oraz Grze-
gorz Krychowiak sg takze pewniakami. W marcu
Kamil Glik zaczgt eliminacje MS i pierwsze spotka-
nia pod wodzg Paulo Sousy od bycia rezerwowym,
lecz szybko wrécit do podstawowego sktadu. Z ko-
lei Maciej Rybus zdaje sie by¢ pierwszoplanowym
wyborem na pozycje i lewego obroricy, i lewego
wahadtowego. W drugie; linii jest réwniez 30-let-
ni Mateusz Klich, ktéry w marcu nie grat przez za-
kazenie koronawirusem, ale portugalski szkolenio-
wiec uznaje go za jednego z najwazniejszych pit-
karzy w catej uktadance.
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W obecnej kadrze jest tez osmiu zawodnikéw z do-
$wiadczeniem Euro 2016 oraz dwunastu z MS 2018.
Zauwazat to ostatnio réwniez Krychowiak. - Wydaje
mi sie, ze mamy lepszych zawodnikéw, doswiadczo-
nych o dwie wielkie imprezy. To jednak nie gwaran-
tuje, ze bedziemy mieli dobry zespét. Bo poréwnujge
nas indywidualnie z Hiszpanami, to nie mamy z nimi
szans. Dlatego kluczem do walki z takimi druzynami
jest stworzenie kolektywu. W naszej kadrze jest wy-
starczajgea joko$é, ale sama jokoSE nie pozwolinam
wygraé z Hiszpaniq - zastrzegat pomocnik.

0 znaczeniu kolektywu dla catosci méwit réwniez
Paulo Sousa w podcascie ,,Radio Polska Europa”.
- Wierze w nich, bo bez tego bym ich nie powoty-
wat. Jednak joko trener musze dbac o wtasciwy ti-
ming decyzji w kwestii gry tych pitkarzy. Jednym
meczem mozemy wptyngé na kierunek ich profesjo-
nalnych karier - ttumaczyt selekcjoner biato-czer-
wonych, wskazujgc na ngjmtodszego w tym gronie
Koztowskiego. - Widaé w nim potencjat. Moge go
rozwazac jako waznego zawodnika na ten turniej.
Ma odpowiednig charakterystyke, jokosé... Dlacze-
go wiec miatbym czekac? Jesli przyjdzie moment
gry, to on bedzie gotéw. Owszem, popetni btedy, ale
caty zesp6t musi sobie z tym poradzic, bo to nie be-
dzie tylko jego odpowiedzialnos¢. Musi go wspierac
mimo pomytek - dodawat.

Koztowski ma juz debiut w reprezentacji za sobg,
podobnie jok drugi z ngjmtodszych pitkarzy, 20-letni
Kamil Pigtkowski, ktdry latem zamieni Rakéw Cze-
stochowa na Red Bull Salzburg. Tymoteusz Puchacz,
ktory réwniez znajduje sie wsrod ngjmtodszych, ma
juz pierwszy mecz, zagrat z Rosjg.

Kibicéw zwykle najbardziej interesuje grono za-
wodnikéw, ktérzy sg w szczycie formy. W 2016
roku w tym gronie byto trzech z czterech podsta-
wowych obroricéw reprezentaciji (Glik, Pazdan i Je-
drzejczyk), trzech pomocnikéw (Mgczyriski, Kry-
chowiak i Grosicki), a takze Lewandowski. Wiecej
niz w Rosji, gdy tylko dwaéch pitkarzy z tego okre-
su zaczynato kazde spotkanie w wyjSciowym skta-
dzie - Piotr Zieliriski oraz Grzegorz Krychowiak. Ko-
lejni, czyli Bartosz Bereszyriskii Szczesny, zaliczyli
po dwa mecze od pierwszej minuty.

M0 REPREZENTACIJA POLSKI

Paulo Sousa
miat ponad

dwa tygodnie
na stworzenie

z tego grona

nie tylko silnej
jedenastki,

ale po prostu
mocnej druzyny.

Jak bedzie teraz? Bereszyriski w marcu zagrat mnie;
minut tylko od Krychowiaka i Szczgsnego, pozycja
Bednarka wydaje sie niezagrozona, zresztq w obro-
nie tych opgjiw ,szczycie” jest najwiecej. Sg jeszcze
Tomasz Kedziora, Pawet Dawidowicz i Michat Helik.
W drugiej linii Sousa postawi na Piotra Zieliriskiego,
aw atoku do duetu lub tercetu z Lewandowskim ma
az czterech napastnikéw z tej grupy.

| wiasnie to zawodnicy w szczycie formy sg potwier-
dzeniem zasadnosci podziatu. Kedziora zaliczyt naj-
lepszy sezon w Dynamie Kijow, wygrat krajowy dublet
i Superpuchar Ukrainy, wystqpit tez w Lidze Mistrzow.
Bereszyriski zostat jednym z kapitanéw Sempdo-
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rii Genua. Helik po transferze do Championship stat
sie jedng kluczowg postacig Barnsley, ktére dosta-
to sig do barazy o awans do Premier League, a kibice
wypbrali go pitkarzem sezonu. Pozycja Dawidowicza
w Weronie réwniez ulegta sporej zmianie - z sezonu
na sezon liczba rozegranych spotkan w Serie A wzro-
sta dwukrotnie. Zielinski zaliczyt statystycznie naj-
lepszy rok w karierze, podobnie jok Karol Swiderski
i Dawid Kownacki. Jakub Swierczok tylko w jednym
sezonie trafiat do bramki rzadziej niz w minionych
rozgrywkach w barwach Piasta Gliwice.

To naprawde jest mieszanka rutyny z mtodoscig.
Potowa z 26-0sobowej kadry ma przynagjmniej dwa-

dziescia rozegranych meczéw w reprezentacji, co
jest odpowiednikiem dwdch, trzech lat gry, a na
pewno obecnosci na zgrupowaniach. Z pozostatej
trzynastki oz dziesigciu ma mniej niz dziesieé wy-
stepow, z czego siedmiu zadebiutowato w ostat-
nich dwdch latach, a Puchacz weigz na to wyrdz-
nienie czeka. Paulo Sousa miat ponad dwa tygodnie
na stworzenie z tego grona nie tylko silnejjedenast-
ki, ale po prostu mocnej druzyny. Nie ma bowiem
przypadku w tym, ze jednym z najczesciej powta-
rzanych przez niego haset jest to dotyczqce ,ko-
niecznosci zbudowania kolektywu”.

Michat Zachodny
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O% IS THERE SOMETHING NEW

ks COMING? CHECKING OUT
THE NATIONAL TEAM'S
PROFILE BEFORE EURO 2020

Sometimes it is hard to divide players into specific groups. Evenin terms

of defining their experience, it is hard to compare football players. Kacper
Koztowski is not yet eighteen and he has already played more matches at the
highest competition level than Robert Lewandowski did when he was his age.
We check and compare the profile of the Polish national team with the teams
that the head coaches sent to the previous two championship tournaments.

We know from research that football players from
different positions reach their peak form at diffe-
rent ages. It is different for goalkeepers and cen-
tral midfielders, as well as for central midfielders
and strikers - despite exceptions such as the afo-
rementioned Lewandowski, it is believed that it is
the defensive midfielders who can play at the hi-
ghest level for longer.

In his Euro 2020 previews, Tom Worville, author of
.1 he Athletic,” suggested an interesting way to di-
vide the team precisely by age. He classified play-
ers under the age of 23 as youth players, players
aged from 24 to 29 as those at the peak of their
career, and described those aged 3@ and more as
being at the experience stage.

Division of the national team

When Poland ended the 2018 World Cup at the
group stage, it was hard not to feel that the Re-
d-and-Whites had missed their chance for alegen-
dary result two years earlier, in the quarterfinals of
the European Championship. In fact, when compa-
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ring Adam Nawatka's two teams, there was a noti-
ceable difference in how many players... matured.
As many as fifteen of the 23 players participated
in both events, but what was considered a crucial
combination of routine and youth was disrupted.
The division proposed by Worville illustrates this
perfectly. In the team for Euro 2016, there were five
players from the ,youth” group, while the one for
the World Cup 2018 included only three such play-
ers (Jan Bednarek, Karol Linetty and Dawid Kow-
nacki). The number of experienced players incre-
ased from eight to eleven. Moreover, the only play-
ers that were sure to play in France from this part
of the team were tukasz Fabiariski (and that was
only after the injury of Wojciech Szczesny), tukasz
Piszczek and Jakub Btaszczykowski. In Russia, it
was only Bartosz Biatkowski and Stawomir Pesz-
ko who did not appear in the starting eleven in at
least one of the three group matches.

This difference is even more interesting among the
youngest players. Bartosz Kapustka started Euro
2016 in the first line-up, Piotr Zielinski appearedin
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the starting eleven against Ukraine and Arkadiusz
Milik was one of the key players on the national
team. In Russia, Kownacki played seventeen mi-
nutes against Senegal (1:2) and was taken off the
pitch right before the one-hour mark in the match
against Colombia (@:3). Bednarek spent much more
time on the pitch, appearing in the second half of
the first match and maintaining his position in the
line-up as well as scoring a goal against Japan.

There were more differences between these te-
ams, ones going beyond the age profile of the na-
tional team. In France, Adam Nawatka decided to
make more changes only in one match (against

Ukraine), usually sticking to the group of fourteen
players he trusted the most. In Russia, after the
defeat against Senegal, he made four changes to
the starting eleven for the match against Colom-
bia and five for the match against Japan.

Experience at the bottom

The current team, expanded by three names, in accor-
dance with UEFA's amendments, has more in com-
mon with the French team than the Russian one. In
addition, it will be the youngest of the three national
teams compared. The average age of Paulo Sousa's
playersis 26.7, while it was 27.5 in France and 28.2
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in Russia. There were twelve ,older” teams in this re-
spect in the World Cup, and in the European Cham-
pionship as well, but it must be remembered that the-
re were eight teams less playing in that tournament.
That's a significant difference - within two years, the
White-and-Reds moved from the bottom part of the
+experience” ranking to the top one...

As in France, two players considered to be youth
players - Jakub Moder and Kamil J6zwiak - are clo-
se to playing in the starting eleven. Of the eight expe-
rienced players, as many as three are goalkeepers,

\\

but Robert Lewandowski and Grzegorz Krychowiak
are also considered as certain to play. In March, Ka-
mil Glik started the World Cup qualifiers and the first
matches under Paulo Sousa as a substitute but he
quickly made it to the starting line-up. Maciej Rybus,
on the other hand, seems to be the first choice for the
position of both the left defender and left wing-back.
The 38-year-old Mateusz Klich, who did not play in
March due to a coronavirus infection, is also on the
second line, but the Portuguese coach considers him
one of the mostimportant players in the entire puzzle.

M4 REPREZENTACJA POLSKI

Counting (on) youth

The current team alsoincludes eight players who played
in Euro 2016 and twelve who played in the 2018 World
Cup. Krychowiak has also naticed this recently. | think
we have better players, who gained experience in two
big events. However, this does not guarantee that we will
have a good team. Comparing us individually with Spa-
in, we don't stand a chance with them. Therefore, the
key to fighting against such teamsis to form a collecti-
ve. Thereis enough qualityin our team, but quality alone
willnot allow us to win against Spain,” said the midfielder.

Paulo Sousa also spoke about the importance of the
collective in the Radio Polska Europa podcast. , | belie-
vein them. If I didn't, | would not have called them up.
However, as a coach, [have to make sure that I make
the right decisions at the right time whenit comes to
these players. With one match, we can influence the
direction of their entire professional careers,” expla-
ined the head coach of the Red-and-Whites, pointing
to the youngest player in the group, Koztowski.,You
can see the potentialin him. I might consider him as
animportant player for this tournament. He has the
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right characteristics, the right quality... So why sho-
uld I wait? When the time comes to play, he will be re-
ady. Yes, he willmake some mistakes, but the whole
team has to deal with it because it won't just be his
responsibility. The team must support him despite
his mistakes,” he added.

Koztowski has already made his debut in the na-
tional team, just like the second of the youngest

Paulo Sousa
has had over
two weeks

to not only turn
this group into
a strong eleven
but also to
simply make it
a strong team.

players, the 28-year-old Kamil Pigtkowski, who
will transfer from Rakéw Czestochowa to Red Bull
Salzburg in the summer. The only player who has
not yet made a debut is Tymoteusz Puchacz, who
is also one of the youngest players.

Who has reached the top?

Fans are usually most interested in the players who are
at the peak of their form. In 2016, these were three of
the national team'’s four central defenders (Glik, Paz-
dan and Jedrzejczyk), three midfielders (Mgczyriski, Kry-

chowiak and Grosicki), and Lewandowski. It was more
thanin Russia, when only two players from that period
started every matchin the starting eleven - Piotr Zie-
linski and Grzegorz Krychowiak. Others, namely Bar-
tosz Bereszyriski and Szczesny, played two matches
each from the very first minute.
What will it be like this time? In March, only Krycho-
wiak and Szczesny played more than Bereszyriski.
Bednarek’s position seems to be unthreatened as
there are many of these ,top” positions in the defen-
ce. There are also Tomasz Kedziora, Pawet Dawido-
wicz and Michat Helik. On the second ling, Sousa will
rely on Piotr Zielinski, while he has as many as four
strikers from this group to duo or trio with Lewan-
dowskiin the attack.
Anditis the players who are at the peak of their form
that confirm the validity of that division. Kedziora had
his best season at Dynamo Kyiv, winning a domestic
double and the Ukrainian Super Cup, while also appe-
aring in the Champions League. Bereszyriski has be-
come one of the captains of Sampdoria Genoa. After
his transfer to the Championship, Helik became one
of the key figures for Barnsley, which qualified for the
play-offs for the Premier League, and the fans voted
him the player of the season. Dawidowicz's position
at Verona has also changed quite a bit - the number
of matches he played in Serie A doubled from season
to season. Statistically, Zieliiski had the best year of
his career, as did Karol Swiderski and Dawid Kownac-
ki. There was only one season in which Jakub Swier-
czok scored fewer goals than in the past competi-
tions with Piast Gliwice.
It is truly a combination of routine and youth. Half
of the 26-member team has played at least twen-
ty matches for the national team, which is the equ-
ivalent of two or three years of playing, and certainly
attendance at national team training camps. Of the
remaining thirteen, as many as ten have fewer than
ten appearances, seven of whom have made their
debuts in the last two years, with Puchacz still wa-
iting for that honour. Paulo Sousa has had over two
weeks to not only turn this group into a strong ele-
ven but also to simply make it a strong team. It is
no coincidence that one of his most frequently re-
peated slogans is that concerning the ,need to bu-
ild a collective”.

Michat Zachodny
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TYMOTEUSZ PUCHAGZ
- TYTANPRACY DOPIAL SWEGO

WA

'

PI]LSK

6‘.‘ - Powtarzatemmu: ,Synu, 7@ procent to praca, pozostate 3@ to talent”.
| on wzigt sobie te stowa mocno do serca. Jeden trening mu nie wystarczat
- mowi Andrzej Puchacz. Jego syn byt w minionym sezonie jednym

z liderow Lecha Poznan i wazng postacig mtodziezowej reprezentacii Polski.
Teraz doczekat sie powotania do druzyny narodowej senioréw na UEFA EURD 2626.

Kolejnym krokiem bedzie gra w Bundeslidze.

Widok blondwtosego malca na trybunach, siedzg-
cego obok mamy, podziwiajgcego gre SWojego ojca,
stat sig charakterystycznym obrazkiem zwigzanym
z meczami Pogoni Swiebodzin. Ten malec, Tymo-
teusz, patrzyt, jok kolejne gole strzela Andrzej Pu-
chacz. Jednoczesnie w myslach uktadat scena-
riusz, w ktérym to on biega po zielonej murawie,
a jego grze przypatrujg sie bliscy. Kilkanascie lat
pozniej dzieciece fantazje znalazty potwierdzenie
W rzeczywistosci.

Juniorzy mtodsi Lecha Poznar brali udziat w finato-
wym turnieju mistrzostw Polski. Za przeciwnikow
mieli Gérnika Zabrze, Progres Krakéw oraz MKS
Polonie Warszawa. - Tymek w kazdym z trzech
meczOw prezentowat sie bardzo dobrze. Byt na
swoim terenie, bo w Zielonej Gérze, w dodatku
miat wsparcie z trybun w postaci catej rodzi-
ny - opowiada trener tamtej ekipy Przemystaw
Matecki. ,Kolejorz" w sktadzie m.in. z Robertem
Gumnym, Tymoteuszem Puchaczem, Serafi-
nem Szotg, Jakubem Moderem i Pawtem Tom-
czykiem zdobyt tytut.

Puchacz przeciwko Gérnikowi strzelit dwa gole,
po latach wymienia to spotkanie joko jedno z bar-
dziej pamietnych w swojej karierze. Swoj rekord
trafiert w jednym meczu ustanowit gdzie indziej.
Kadra wojewodztwa lubuskiego wygrata jedno ze
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spotkan 10:8, a on zdobyt siedem bramek. Bedgc
dzieckiem, raz za razem niepokoit defensywe ry-
wali. Indywidualna akeja, gol - w ten sposadb kori-
czyt wiele sytuacji. Byt napastnikiem, miat wiec
duzo okazji, by umiescic pitke w siatce.

- Tymek przyszedt do nas joko lewonozna ,dzie-
wigtka", ewentualnie ,dziesigtka”. W Lechu jed-
nak od samego poczgtku zaczelismy ustawiac go
na ,dziesigtce” lub w roli skrzydtowego. W syste-
mie, ktory preferowaliSmy, gdzie skrzydtowi cze-
sto schodzili do srodka, prezentowat sie najlepie;.
Czym sie cechowat? Mocny, silny, lubigey gre na
kontakt, agresywny. Lewa noga od zawsze byta
jego atutem. Mankamenty? Nie mogliSmy go prze-
konac, aby czesciej uzywat prawej stopy. Duzo nad
tym pracowali$my. Zostato mu to do dzi$, caty czas
jest mocno ukierunkowany na lewg noge. Zresztg
Arjen Robben tez praktycznie nie uzywat prawej
stopy, gre drugg opanowat zas do perfekcji — pod-
kresla Matecki.

Trenerzy Lecha sprofilowali Puchacza na skrzy-
dtowego, za to w reprezentacji mtodziezowej se-
lekcjoner Barttomiej Zalewski znalazt mu miej-
sce w bloku defensywnym. - KonsultowalisSmy to
wspalnie. Trener Zalewski poinformowat nas o swo-
im planie, uznat, ze skoro Tymek na treningach do-
brze sie prezentuje, to w meczu, na prébe, sprawdzi
go z boku defensywy - dodaje byty trener 22-lat-
ka z lubuskiego.
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Nos trenera Zalewskiego nie zawiddt. Puchacz
ustawiony blizej wtasnej bramki nie stracit swoich
atutéw. - Tymek osobowosSciowo, z perspektywy
trenera, jest takim zawodnikiem, ktérego chce sie
prowadzi¢. Bardzo otwarty na wskazéwki, dysku-
sje, karekty. Nie boi sig krytuki, dobrze jg przyjmuje,
pozytywnie reaguje na uwagi. Bardzo pracowity, az
do przesady. W tym wzgledzie trzeba Tymka kon-
trolowadé, wrecz wyhamowaé. Gdyby daé mu petng
swobode, to nie zszedtby z boiska po treningu. Taki

Biv o o e -t R L

to typ pracusia. Kto§ moze pomysle¢, ze gosé prze-
sadza, robi to na pokaz, ale on taki po prostu jest.
Na boisko zawsze szuka kreatywnych, nieszablo-
nowych rozwigzar. Takich lewonoznych zawod-
nikéw to szuka¢ w Polsce ze Swiecg. Pozytywne
w tym wszystkim jest to, ze ,Pucha” twardo stg-
pa po ziemi. Mozna mu przypigé tatke rozrywkowe-
go, bo nakrecit piosenke. Ludzie robig rézne rzeczy
w wolnym czasie, a muzyka to wielka pasja Tym-
ka. Bo to bardzo pozytywny cztowiek! - stwier-
dza Matecki.
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Zanim 22-letni dzi§ zawodnik trafit pod skrzydta
treneréw akademii ,Kolejorza", uczyt sie pitki od
ojca. - Wszystkich traktowatem na réwni, lecz nie-
trudno byto zauwazyé, ze Tymek w swoim roczni-
ku sie wyrézniat. Szybkosé, lewa noga, dobry dry-
bling, dynamika... Krél strzeleéw réznych turniejéw,
MVP. Juz w wieku dwéch-trzech lat miat pocigg do
pitki. Ja nie musiatem go ukierunkowywag, jedynie
dawatem wskazéwki. Lubit stuchaé innych, tak ma
do tej pory. Bardziej wytykam btedy, niz wskazuje
dobre zagrania. Surowy recenzent ze mnie. Mimo
to syn powtarza, ze zmoim zdaniem zawsze sig li-
czyt - méwi Andrzej Puchacz, trener Tymoteusza
Puchacza w Pogoni Swiebodzin.

Pan Andrzej w przeszto$ci grat jako napastnik, tak
jak zaczynat jego syn. Na tym podobieristwa sig
koriczg. - Ja tylko czekatem w polu karnym na pit-
ke, bytem typowym lisem pola karnego. Tymote-
usz potrafit sam wypracowac sobie okazje. R6zni
nas wiele. Nie miatem chocby takiej motoryki - ttu-
maczy ojciec pitkarza.

0d syna ustyszat kiedys stowa: ,Chce zaj$¢ wyzej
od ciebie”. No i zaszedt. 22-latek wystepowat w PKO
Ekstraklasie, byt kluczowym zawodnikiem poznari-
skigj druzyny w sezonie 2019/2@. W sezonie 2020/21
rozegrat blisko 3@ spotkari ligowych. Takich liczb jok
w rozgrywkach przetomu 201912020 roku wpraw-
dzie nie miat, ale nalezat do mocnych punktéw , Ko-
lejorza” w Lidze Europy: 1@ meczdw, 1gol, 3 asystuy.
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Co wigcej, w zakoriczonym wtasnie sezonie zdarza-
to mu sie biega¢ z opaskg kapitariskg.

Grat w meczach eliminacji mistrzostw Europy do
lat 21. Byt w kregu zainteresowar selekcjonera
pierwszej reprezentaciji, otrzymat powotanie na tur-
niej finatowy UEFA EURO 2020. - Caty czas sku-
piam sig przede wszystkim na Lechu. Wiedziatem,
ze jesli bede dobrze grat w klubie, to dostang szan-
se w reprezentacji. Moje ambicje caty czas siegaty
kadry senioréw. Marzytem o niej. To byta moja mi-
sja do wykonania - méwit jeszcze niedawno Ty-
moteusz Puchacz, ktéry osiggngt swj cel. Teraz

musi skupi¢ sie na jak najlepszym przygotowaniu
sie do mistrzostw Europy. Pigkny sen dopiero sie
bowiem rozpoczyna.

Ato wcale nie ostatnie wyzwanie w najblizszej przy-
szto$ci Puchacza. W lipeu, kiedy skoriczq sie mistrzo-
stwa Europy, bedzie przygotowywat sie do nowe-
go sezonu... Bundesligi. Podpisat juz bowiem czte-
roletni kontrakt z 1. FC Union Berlin. Nie tylko cze-
kajg go mecze w lidze niemieckiej, ale takze w Lidze
Konferencji,nowych rozgrywkach pod egidg UEFA.
Union zajgt na koniec sezonu siddme miejsce, przez
co dostat sie do europejskich puchardw.
Takich nowych bodZcéw w ostatnim czasie Pu-
chaczowi nie brakuje. — Cheiatem zrobi¢ kolejny
krok w swoim pitkarskim zyciu. Bytem na to przy-
gotowany i dziekuje klubowi oraz jego szefom, ze
mi to umozliwili, ze spetniona zostata obietnica
sprzed roku. Wiem doskonale, ze ten sezon w li-
dze, joko klubowi, nam nie wyszedt, cho¢ cheiat-
bym podkresli¢, ze ja akurat mocno zapamigtam
awans do fazy grupowej Ligi Europy, co polskim
klubom czesto sie nie zdarza - powiedziat pit-
karz cytowany przez oficjalng strong interneto-
wg Lecha Poznari.
W poznariskim zespole Puchacz spedzit osiem
lat. Zaczynat w 2013 roku w akademii. Przeszedt
wszystkie jej juniorskie szczeble, by 7 maja 2017
roku przeciwko Bruk-Bet Termalice Nieciecza za-
debiutowac w ekstraklasie. Kolejne lata spedzit
na wypozyczeniu w klubach Fortuna 1. Ligi - Za-
gtebiu Sosnowiec oraz GKS Katowice. Gdy w se-
zonie 2019/20 wrdcit do ekstraklasowego Le-
cha, zaczgt w nim petnié coraz wazniejszg role.
Az z czasem stat sig kluczowym zawodnikiem
.Kolejorza".
- Indywidualnie takze sie rozwingtem, co znalo-
zto odzwierciedlenie w powotaniach do reprezen-
tacji Polski na nadchodzqce mistrzostwa Europy.
Pojade tam i bede dumnie reprezentowat nie tylko
mgj kraj, ale tez ,Kolejorza". Poznari to moje mia-
sto, Lech to moje zycie, moja rodzina. Moge zapew-
nié, ze nie zegnam si¢ z klubem ostatecznie. Jesz-
cze tutaj wréce - dodat na zakoriczenie Tymote-
usz Puchacz.

Piotr Wisniewski
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oy TYMOTEUSZ PUGHACZ
= - THE WORKHORSE HAS
REACGHED HIS GOAL

‘I kept telling him, “Son, 7@ percent is work, the other 3@ is talent.” And he took those
words firmly to heart. One training was not enough for him, says Andrzej Puchacz.
His son was one of the leaders of Lech Poznari last season and an important figure
in the Palish youth national team. Now he has been called up to the senior national
team for UEFA EURQ 2020. The next step will be to play in the Bundesliga.

The sight of a blond-haired child in the stands,
sitting next to his mother, admiring his father’s
game, became a characteristic image associa-
ted with Pogor Swiebodzin matches. The little
guy, Tymoteusz, watched as Andrzej Puchacz
scored another goal. At the same time, he tho-
ught of a scenario in which he was running on
the green pitch and his loved ones were wat-
ching him play. A dozen years later, childhood
fantasies came to life.

From striker to defender

Lech Poznari youngsters took part in the final to-
urnament of the Poland Championship. They fa-
ced Goérnik Zabrze, Progres Krakéw and MKS Polo-
nia Warszawa. ,Tymek performed very wellin each
of the three matches. He was on his home ground,
in Zielona Géra, and in addition he had the support
of his whole family from the stands,” the coach of
that team Przemyslaw Malecki says. ,Kolejorz"
with players such as Robert Gumny, Tymoteusz
Puchacz, Serafin Szota, Jakub Moder and Pawet
Tomczyk won the title.

Puchacz scored two goals against Garnik, after
years he mentions that this game is one of the most
memorable in his career. He set his record for most
goalsinasingle game elsewhere. A team from Lu-
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buskie Voivodship won one of the games 10:6, and
he scored seven goals. Being a kid, he troubled his
rivals’ defense time and time again. Individual run,
goal - this is how he ended many actions. He was
astriker, so he had alot of opportunities to put the
ballin the net.

~Tymek came to us as aleft-footed number ,nine”
or possibly number ,ten". In Lech, however, from the
very beginning we started playing him as a,ten” or
as a winger. He looked the best in the formation we
preferred, with wingers cutting to the middle. What
were his characteristics? Strong, powerful, likes to
play in close contact, aggressive. His left foot has
always been his forte. Flaws? We couldn't get him
to use his right foot more often. We worked alot on
that. It has stayed with him to this day, he main-
ly uses his left foot. By the way, Arjen Robben also
practically did not use his right foot, while he ma-
stered playing with the other foot to perfection,”
Matecki emphasised.

Lech's coaches profiled Puchacz as a winger, but
the head coach of the youth national team, Bar-
ttomiej Zalewski, found him a place in the defensi-
ve block. ,We discussed this together. Coach Za-
lewskiinformed us about his plan, he decided that
since Tymek presents himself well during trainings,
he will test him as a full-back in the match,” the for-
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mer coach of the 22-year-old from Lubuskie Vo-
ivodship adds.

The fatherly hand

Coach Zalewski's instinct proved to be correct. Pu-
chacz positioned closer to his own goal did not lose
his strengths. ,In terms of his personality, Tymek,
from a coach's perspective, is the kind of player you
want to coach. Very open to guidance, discussion,
corrections. Not afraid of criticism, takes it well, re-
sponds positively to any remarks. He works very

hard, even too hard. In this regard, Tymek needs
to be controlled, even slowed down a little. Given
full freedom, he wouldn't come off the pitch after
practice. He's such a hard worker. Someone might
think the guy is exaggerating, doing it for show,
but he's just like that. He always looks for creati-
ve, out-of-the-box solutions on the pitch. You can
hardly find such left-footed players in Poland. The
positive in all of this is that ,Pucha” stands firm-
ly on the ground. You can label him as , enterta-
iner” because made a song. People do all sorts of
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things in their spare time, and music is a big pas-
sion for Tymek. Because he is a very positive per-
son!,, Matecki states.

Before the 22-year-old player came under the
wings of the coaches of the ,Kolejorz" academy,
he learned football from his father. ,| treated eve-
ryone equally, but it wasn't hard to see that Ty-
mek stood out in among his peers. Speed, left foot,
good dribbling, dynamic... Top scorer of various to-
urnaments, MVP. He was already attracted to the
football at the age of two or three. | didn't have to
pressure him, |just gave directions. He liked to listen
to others and it hasn't changed nowadays. | point
out mistakes more often that good passes. | am
a harsh reviewer. In spite of this, my son keeps re-

22 REPREZENTACJA POLSKI

peating that he has always taken my opinion into
consideration,” says Andrzej Puchacz, Tymoteusz
Puchacz's coach in Pogori Swiebodzin.

Mr. Andrzej has played as a forward in the past, just
as his son started. That's where the similarities end.

,l wouldjust wait in the penalty box for the ball, | was
the typical finisher. Tymoteusz was able to create
opportunities for himself. There are many differen-
ces between us. | didn't even have that kind of mo-
tor skills,” the footballer's father explains.

Match Bednarek, Kedziora and Kownacki

His son once told him: ,| want to achieve more than
you".And he has. The 22-year-old played in the PKO
Ekstraklasa and was a key player for the Poznan
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teamin the 2019/20 season. He played nearly 30
league games in the 2020/21season. Although he
did not have such numbers as in the 2019/2020
season, he was one of the strong points of ,Kole-
jorz"in the Europa League: 1@ games, 1goal, 3 assi-
sts.Moreover, he had the opportunity to wear cap-
tain armband in some matches.

He played in the European Under-21 Champion-
ship Qualifiers. He was in the circle of interest of
the head coach of the first national team and re-
ceived a call-up to the final tournament of UEFA
EURO 2020. | am focused on Lech first and fore-
most. | knew that if | played wellin the club | would
get achance in the national team. My ambitions re-
ached the senior team all the time. | dreamed abo-
utit. This was my mission to accomplish,” said Ty-

Puchacz has many new incentives as such in re-
cent times. ,| wanted to take the next step in my
football life.| was prepared to do that, and | want to
thank the club and its leaders for making it possi-
ble for me, for keeping their promise fromlast year.
I know very well that this season in the league, as
aclub, did not work out for us, although | would like
to emphasise that | will remember promotion to the
group stage of Europa League, which does not hap-
pen often to Polish clubs,” said the player quoted
by the official website of Lech Poznar.

Puchacz spent eight years in the Poznan team. He
started in 2013 at the academy. He went through
all its junior levels to make his senior debut on 7
May 2017 against Bruk-Bet Termalica Nieciecza.
He spent the following years on loan at Fortuna 1.

| treated everyone equally, but it
wasn't hard to see that Tymek
stood out in among his peers. Speed,
left foot, good dribbling, dynamic...

moteusz Puchacz, who achieved his goal not long
ago.Now he needs to focus on preparing as well as
possible for the European Championships. For the
beautiful dream s just beginning.

Time for Germany

And that's by no means the lost challenge in Puchacz's
immediate future. When the European championship
are over, he will start preparation for the new season...
in Bundesliga. He has already signed a four-year con-
tract with 1. FC Union Berlin. Not only will he play mat-
ches in the German league, but also in the Conferen-
ce League, a new UEFA competition. Union finished
seventhin the league at the end of the season, which
got them promotion to the European competitions.

Liga clubs - Zagtebie Sosnowiec and GKS Kato-
wice. When he returned to the first team of Lech
in the 2019/20 season, he began to play anincre-
asingly important role within the club. Soon he be-
came a key player for ,Kolejorz".
,| also developed individually, which was reflec-
ted in my call-up to the Poland national team for
the upcoming European Championships. I will go
there and proudly represent not only my coun-
try but also ,Kolejorz". Poznan is my city, Lech
is my life, my family. | can assure you that | am
not saying goodbye to the club definitively. | will
come back here again,” Tymoteusz Puchacz ad-
ded at the end.

Piotr Wisniewski
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KOZLOWSKII SPOLKA.
NAJMLODSIREPREZENTANCI
POLSKINA WIELKICH TURNIEJACH

6@ Powot anyna turniej turnieju, wykazujqc sig wielkg odwagg. Zmuda miat wéw-

s 0 2 czas tylko trzy mecze w narodowych barwach na kon-

\'@ ﬁnu’rowg mistrzostw cie, ale od starcia z Argentyng rozpoczgt pisanie swoje-
§ Eurgpg UEFAEUR0D 2020 go pigknego rozdziatu w kadrze. Zakoriczyt go z wicemi-
POLSKA . strzostwem olimpijskim, dwoma medalomi mistrzostw

KUCPBT KOZJ{OWSkl ma Swiata oraz udziatem w tgcznie czterech mundialach.

zaledwie siedemnascie lat. Nie jest

jednak najmtadszym w historii £ e

polskiego futbolu pitkarzem, ktdry nd e

znalazt sig w kadrze na wielki, T
migdzynarodowy turniej.

PrzyjrzeliSmy sie najmtodszym polskim

zawodnikom powotywanym

na mistrzostwa $wiata i Europy.

Najmtodszym zawodnikiem powetanymnamistrzostwa
Swiata w 1938 roku byt zaledwie siedemnastoletni Wal-
ter Brom. Owczesny golkiper Ruchu Hojduki Wielkie (Cho-
rzéw) w momencie rozpoczecia francuskiego mundialu
miat doktadnie 17 lat, 3 miesigce 118 dni. | choé w pamiet-
nym meczu z Brazylig, przegranym przez biato-czerwo-
nych 5:6, nie wystgpit, a na debiut w narodowych bar-
wach przyszto mu poczekag jeszcze dziewieé lat, do dzis
pozostaje nojmtodszym polskim pitkarzem, ktdry znalazt
sie wkadrze na turniej rangi migdzynarodowej.

Nakolejny wystep reprezentacii Polski w mistrzostwach
Swiata trzeba byto poczekaé 36 lat. W 1974 roku selek-
cjoner Kazimierz Garski zdecydowat sig wigczyé do ka-
dry Wiadystawa Zmude. Co wigcej, postawit na 20-let-
niego Srodkowego defensora juz od pierwszego meczu
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Cztery lata p6zniej selekcjoner Jacek Gmoch znalozt
w druzynie narodowej miejsce dla mtodego gniewne-
go - Andrzeja lwana. W chwili rozpoczecia mistrzostw
Swiataw Argentynie lwanmiat 18 lat, 6 miesiecy i 21dni.
Co ciekawe, pitkarz Wisty Krakéw nie miat wéwezas na
koncie nawet jednego rozegranego w seniorskie;j repre-
zentacji Polski meczu. Na turnigju byt wigc absolutnym
debiutantem, a wystgpit w dwdch potyczkach - z Tu-
nezjgiMeksykiem.

W 1982 roku w Hiszpanii biato-czerwoni zdobyli dru-
gi w historii medal mistrzostw Swiata. Najmtodszym
z medalistéw okazat sig Piotr Skrobowski, uznawany
za jeden z najwigkszych talentdw dwczesnego poko-
lenia. W dniu rozpoczecia hiszpariskiego mundialu miat
2@ lat, 7 miesigcy i 28 dni, a takze czternascie wyste-
péw w kadrze na koncie. Na mistrzostwach z powo-
du kontuzji nie wystgpit w zadnym meczu, a poich za-
koriczeniu jeszcze tylko raz przywdziat trykot z ortem

¥ ¥
L
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na piersi. Jego Swietnie zapowiadajgcg sie kariere wy-
hamowaty urazy

Podczas swojego drugiego mundialu w roli selekcjonera
Antoni Piechniczek postawit na nieco starszych zawod-
nikéw. Nojmtodszym jego wybraricem okazat sig Jozef
Wandzik, majgey 22 lata, 9 miesigey i 18 dni. Mdgt po-
chwalié sie wtedy trzema meczami rozegranymi w ka-
drze. Po mundialu - bramki strzegt na nim Jézef Mty-
narczyk - dotozyt jeszcze 49 wystepéw. Mogto byéich
wiecej, ale rywalizacja z Jarostawem Bako byta wyjgt-
kowo zazarta.

Szesnascie lat pdzniej selekcjoner Jerzy Engel zabrat
do Korei Potudniowej na mistrzostwa $wiata Arkadiu-
sza Gtowackiego. Tamta druzyna znojdowata sig powoli
u schytku, a kilku zawodnikéw po mundialu zakoriczyto
swq przygode z reprezentacjg narodowg. W dniu rozpo-
czecia turnieju Gtowacki, wéwezas pitkarz Wisty Krakdw,
miat 23 lata, 2 miesigee 18 dni. W jego trakcie wystgpit
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raz, w meczu przeciwko USA. Niestety, zwycigstwo 311
bytojuz tylko na otarcie tez.

W 2006 roku trener Pawet Janas zaszokowat kil-
koma decyzjomi personalnymi przy wyborze kadry
na mistrzostwa Swiata w Niemczech. Nie powotat
chocéby Jerzego Dudka, ktérego miejsce zajgt tu-
kasz Fabiariski, Swiezo upieczony mistrz Polski z Legiq
Warszawa. W chwili startu mistrzostw ,Fabian” miat
21lat, Tmiesige i 21dni. Niepodwazalng pozycje w bram-
ce biato-czerwonych na niemieckich boiskach miat
oczywiscie Artur Boruc, ale dla Fabiariskiego byt to
wymarzony poczgtek fantastycznej przygody w bar-
wach reprezentacji Polski.

Dwa lata po niemieckim mundialu Polacy po raz pierw-
szy w historii zapewnili sobie udziat w mistrzostwach
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Europy. Selekcjoner biato-czerwonych Leo Beenhak-
ker zdecydowat sig zabra¢ na turniej majgcego nie-
spetna 21lat Michata Pazdana. Obrorica, ktdry serca
kibicéw w catym kraju podbit osiem lat poZniej, bronit
wtedy barw Gérnika Zabrze. W kadrze rozegrat przed
mistrzostwami pie¢ spotkan, na boiskach w Austrii
i Szwajcarii sig nie pojawit.

W 2012 roku mistrzostwa Europy rozgrywane byty
w Polsce i na Ukrainie. Wéwczas rozkwitat talent Rao-
fata Wolskiego, przywdziewajgcego na co dzien ko-
szulke Legii Warszawa. W catym sezonie 2011/2012
urodzony w Kozienicach pomocnik zdobyt dla , Woj-
skowych" osiem bramek. Niejoko w nagrode dostat od
Franciszka Smudy powotanie na zgrupowanie przed
EURQ 2012, a nastepnie zostat wigczony do kadry na



Laczy nas pitha

sam turniej, majgc niespetna 2@ lat. W nim juz jednak
nie wystgpit, a dalszy rozwoj kariery Wolskiego zaha-
mowaty mocno kontuzje. Dotgd grajgey obecnie dla
Wisty Ptock pitkarz zgromadzit siedem wystepow
w kadrze narodowe;.

Adam Nawatka przy kompletowaniu kadry na pamiet-
ne mistrzostwa Europy we Francji wzigt pod uwage
Bartosza Kapustke, wschodzgeg gwiazde Cracovii.
Majgey nieco ponad 19 lat pomocnik rozgrywat dru-
gi petny sezon w barwach ,Paséw” i coraz gtosnie
zaczeto mowic o jego potencjalnym transferze. Ka-
pustka Swietnie wprowadzit sig zresztqg takze do re-
prezentacji, w dwdch pierwszych meczach trafigjge
do siatki. Zostat wiec powotany takze na francuskie
mistrzostwa. Rozegrat podczas nich cztery spotka-

NAJMLODSI ZAWODNICY REPREZENTACJI POLSKI
POWOLYWANINA MIEDZYNARODOWE TURNIEJE:

® Mistrzostwa $wiata Francja 1938
Walter Brom (17 lat, 3 miesigce, 18 dni)*
® Mistrzostwa $wiata RFN 1974
Wtadystaw Zmuda (20 lat, 7 dni)
& Mistrzostwa $wiata Argentyna 1978
Andrzej lwan (18 lat, 6 miesigcy, 21 dni)
& Mistrzostwa $wiata Hiszpania 1982
Piotr Skrobowski (20 lat, 7 miesigcy, 28 dni)
& Mistrzostwa $wiata Meksyk 1986
Jozef Wandzik (22 lata, 9 miesigcy, 18 dni)
& Mistrzostwa $wiata Korea Ptd.i Japonia 2002
Arkadiusz Gtowacki (23 lata, 2 miesigce, 18 dni)
& Mistrzostwa $wiata Niemcy 2006
tukasz Fabiariski (21lat, 1 miesigc, 21 dni)
Mistrzostwa Europy Austriai Szwajcaria 2008
Michat Pazdan (20 lat, 8 miesigcy, 16 dni)
Mistrzostwa Europy Polskai Ukraina 2012
Rafat Wolski (19 lat, 6 miesigcy, 28 dni)
Mistrzostwa Europy Francja 2016
Bartosz Kapustka (19 lat, 5 miesigcy, 18 dni)
Mistrzostwa $wiata Rosja 2618
Dawid Kownacki (211at, 3 miesigce)
Mistrzostwa Europy 2026
Kacper Koztowski (17 lat, 7 miesigcy, 26 dni)

“Wiek w dniu rozpoczecia turnigju

nia, zbierajgc doskonate recenzje z ust wielu pitkar-
skich legend, choéby Gary'ego Linekera. Po turnie-
ju przeni6st sie do Leicester City, a obecnie gra dla
warszawskiej Legil.
Dwa lata p6zniej Adam Nawatka miat przed sobg ko-
lejne zadanie - poprowadzi¢ biato-czerwonych w mi-
strzostwach Swiata. W samolocie lecgcym do Rosji
znalozto sie miejsce dla Dawida Kownackiego, wtedy
21-letniego napastnika wtoskiej Sampdorii. Podczas
turnieju ,Kownas" zagrat w dwoch meczach, ale oba
biato-czerwoni przegrali. Szansg, by pojawié sig na
murawie podczas wielkiego turnieju, bedzie miat juz
w czerwcu. Znalazt sie bowiem takze w gronie zawod-
nikéw powotanych przez Paulo Sousg na EURO 2020.
Emil Kopariski
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O% KOZEOWSKIAND OTHERS.

EH THE YOUNGEST MEMBERS
OF THE POLISH NATIONAL
TEAMIN BIG TOURNAMENTS

Kacper Koztowski, who has been called
up for the final tournament of UEFA
EURD 2020, is only seventeen years
old. Heis not, however, the youngest
player in the history of Polish football
tomake it to amajor international
tournament. Let's take alook at the
youngest members of the Polish
national team called up for the World
and European Championships.

The youngest player called up for the 1938 FIFA World
Cup was Walter Brom, who was just seventeen years
old. The then goalkeeper of Ruch Hajduki Wielkie (Cho-
rzéw) was exactly 17 years, 3 months and 18 days old at
the start of the French tournament. Although he did not
play in the memorable match against Brazil, which Po-
landlost by 5-6,and he had to wait anather nine years for
his debut in the national team, he remains the youngest
Polish player to appear in aninternational tournament.

We had to wait 36 years for another appearance of the
Polish national team in the World Cup. In 1974, the head
coach Kazimierz Gérski decided to call up Wtadystaw
Zmuda to the Polish national team. Showing great co-
urage, he also decided that this 20-year-old central de-
fender would play from the very first match of the tour-
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nament. At that time, Zmudahad only three matchesin
the national team on his scorecard, but from the clash
with Argentina, a new beautiful chapter in his life began.
[tincluded one Olympic vice-championship, two World
Cupmedals and participationin atotal of four World Cups.
Four years later, the head coach Jacek Gmoch found
a place for another angry young player Andrzej lwan in
the national team. lwan was 18 years, 6 months and 21
days old when the World Cupin Argentina began. Intere-
stingly, the player of Wista Krakéw had not played even
one matchin the Polish senior national team before that
tournament. He was therefore an absolute rookie, who
appeared in two matches - against Tunisia and Mexico.

In1982,in Spain, the White-and-Reds won their second-
ever World Cupmedal. The youngest of the medalists was
Piotr Skrobowski, considered one of the greatest talents
of the then generation. On the opening day of the World
Cup in Spain, he was 2@ years, 7 months and 28 days
old and had fourteen national team appearances. At the
World Cup, due toinjury, he did not play in any match, and
after the end of the tournament he put on ajersey with
aneagle onthe chest only once. His promising career was
hampered by injuries.

During his second World Cup as a national team mana-
ger Antoni Piechniczek relied on slightly older players.
The youngest was Jozef Wandzik, who was 22 years, 9
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months and 18 days old. At the time, he had played three
games in the national team. After the World Cup - Jozef
Mtynarczyk was the goalkeeper - he added 49 more ap-
pearances. It could have been more, but the competition
with Jaroslaw Bako was extremely fierce.
Sixteenyears later, the coach Jerzy Engel took Arkadiusz
Gtowacki to South Korea for the World Cup. That team
was slowly coming to an end, and several players ended
their adventure with the national team after the World
Cup. On the day the tournament began, Gtowacki, then
a player for Wista Krakéw, was 23 years, 2 months and
18 days old. During the World Cup, he played only once, in
amatch against the USA. Unfortunately, the 3:1victory
was just to wipe away the tears.

In2006, coach Pawet Janas shocked the fans with se-
veral personnel decisions when selecting the team for
the World Cup in Germany. He did not select Jerzy Du-
dek, whose place was taken by tukasz Fabiariski, the
newly crowned champion of Poland with Legia Warsza-
wa. At the time the World Cup started, ,Fabian” was 21
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years, 1month and 21days old. Artur Boruc, of course, had
an unassaiable position in goal for the White and Reds
on the German pitch, but for Fabianski it was a dream
start to a fantastic adventure in the colours of the Po-
lond national team.

Two years after the World Cup in Germany, the Poles
secured spot in the European Championships for the
first time ever. The head coach of the White-and_Reds,
Leo Beenhakker, decided to take the nearly 21-year-old
Michat Pazdan to the tournament. The defender who
won the hearts of fans across the country eight years
later played in Gérnik Zabrze at the time. He played
five matches for the national team before the cham-
pionship; he did not appear on the pitches in Austria
and Switzerland.

In2@12, the European Championship was organisedin Po-
lond and Ukraine. At that time, the talent of Rafat Wolski,
who played for Legia Warszawa on a day-to-day basis,
was blooming. In the entire 2011/2012 season, the mid-
fielder from Kozienice scored eight goals for ,The Milita-
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THE YOUNGEST POLISH NATIONAL TEAM PLAYERS
GALLED UP FOR INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENTS:

& 1938 World Cup in France
Walter Brom (17 years, 3 months, 18 days)*
& 1974 World Cup in West Germany
Wtadystaw Zmuda (20 years, 7 days)
& 1978 World Cup in Argentina
Andrzej lwan (18 years, 6 months, 21 days)
& 1382 World Cupin Spain
Piotr Skrobowski (20 years, 7 months, 28 days)
& 1986 World Cup in Mexico Mexico
Jozef Wandzik (22 years, 9 months, 18 days)
& 2002 World Cup in South Korea and Japan
Arkadiusz Gtowacki (23 years, 2 months, 18 days)
& 2006 World Cupin Germany
tukasz Fabiariski (21 years, 1 month, 21 days)
& 2008 European Chompionshipin Austria and Switzerland
Michat Pazdan (20 years, 8 months, 16 days)
& 2012 European Championship in Poland and Ukraine
Rafat Wolski (19 years, 6 months, 28 days)
& 2016 European Championship in France
Bartosz Kapustka (19 years, 5 months, 18 days)
& 2018 World Cup in Russia
Dawid Kownacki (21years, 3 months)
& 2020 European Championship
Kacper Koztowski (17 years, 7 months, 26 days)

*age on the date of commencement of the tournament

rians”. As asort of reward, he received a call-up from Fran-
ciszek Smuda to the national team training camp before
EURO 2012 and was later included in the national team
for the tournament at the age of nearly 2@. However, he
did not play in this tournament and the further develop-
ment of Wolski's career was severely hampered by inju-
ries. So far, the player, who currently plays for Wista Ptock,
played in the national team seven times.
When completing the team for the memorable European
Championshipin France, Adam Nawatka took into acco-
unt Bartosz Kapustka, arising star of Cracovia. The mid-
fielder, who was just over 19 years old, played his second
full season in the colours of the ,Stripes” and there was
more and more talk about his potential transfer. Kapust-
kaalsomade agreat debutin the national team, sending
the ballinto the netin his first two matches. Therefore, he
was also called up for the French championship. He played
four matches during that championship, receiving excel-
lent reviews from many footballlegends, such as Gary Li-
neker. After the tournament, he moved to Leicester City
and currently plays for Legia Warszawa.
Two years later, Adam Nawatka had another task ahe-
ad of him - tolead the White-and-Reds in the World Cup.
There was aplace on the plane flying to Russia for Dawid
Kownacki, then a21-year-old striker for ltalian Sampdoria.
During the tournament, ,Kownas" playedin two matches
but both were lost by the White-and-Reds. He will have
achance to appear on the pitch at a major tournament
alreadyinJune as heis among the players who were cal-
led up by Paulo Sousa for EURO 2020.

Emil Kopariski

In1974, the head coach
Kazimierz Gorski decided to call
up Wiadystaw Zmuda to the
Polish national team.
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ZAWODNICY Z POLSKIE) LIGI
NA WIELKICH TURNIEJACH.
JAK DUZO ZNACZYLI?

6‘ W kadrze na mistrzostwa Europy EURD 2020 selekcjoner reprezentacii Polski

Paulo Sousa znalazt miejsce dia czterech zawodnikw, ktdrzy w sezonie
2020(2021przywdziewali barwy polskich klubdw. Sq to gracze o niewielkim
doSwiadczeniu na poziomie seniorskiej kadry narodowej - Kacper Koztowski,
Kamil Pigtkowski, Tymoteusz Puchaczi Jakub Swierczok. A jakg rolg odgrywaii itkarze
powotywani z polskiej ligina migdzynarodowe turnieje w XXI wieku?

POLSKA
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Trener Jerzy Engel zabrat na mundial o$miu pitkarzy, kt6-
rzy wystepowali w lidze polskiej. Trudno jednak doszu-
ka¢ sig wsrdd nich zawodnikéw, ktérzy odgrywali w ka-
drze kluczowq role. W trzech meczach w wyjsciowym

sktadzie na murawie pojawit sig jedynie Maciej Zuraw-
ski, ale tylko w jednym z nich - przeciwko USA - roze-
grat petne spotkanie. Arkadiusz Bgk, Arkadiusz Gtowacki,
Cezary Kucharski, Maciej Murawski, Pawet Sibik i Jacek
Zieliriski zagrali tylko w starciu z USA, gdy biato-czerwo-
ni stracilijuz szanse na wyjscie z grupy. Adam Matysek
nie wyszedt na murawe nawet naminute.
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Przy powotywaniu kadry na mundial w Niemczech
w 2006 roku selekcjoner Pawet Janas zaszokowat
niektérymi decyzjami personalnymi. Wsréd jego wy-
braricéw znalazto sie siedmiu zawodnikéw z polskiej
ligi. We wszystkich spotkaniach fazy grupowej od
pierwszej do ostatniej minuty wystgpit Marcin Basz-
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czyriski, a z tawki rezerwowych wchodzit w nich Pa-
wet Brozek. W dwéch meczach na murawie pojawidli
sie Bartosz Bosackii Rodostaw Sobolewski. Pierw-
szy zapisat sig w pamigci kibicéw dwoma bramkami
zdobytymiw ,meczu pocieszenia” przeciwko Kosta-
ryce, drugi natomiast czerwong kartkg, ktérg zostat
ukarany w starciu z Niemcami. Epizod zaliczyt Da-
riusz Dudka, swojej za$ szansy choc¢by przez minu-
te nie dostali tukasz Fabiariskii Piotr Giza.
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Leo Beenhakker, ktdry jako pierwszy selekcjoner
w historii wprowadzit reprezentacje Polski do turnie-
ju finatowego mistrzostw Europy, lubowat sie w nie-
szablonowych powotaniach. W gronie jego wybran-
céw na EURO 2008 znalazto sig 0z dziesigciu pitka-
rzy z polskiej ligi. Bardzo istotng role odgrywat Da-
riusz Dudka, ktory rozegrat trzy petne mecze fazy
grupowej. Dwa razy w wyjsciowym sktadzie poja-
wiat sie Wojciech tobodziriski, raz wszedt na boisko
z tawki rezerwowych. Tak samo byto w przypadku
Rogera Guerreiro, ktéry w meczu z Austrig zdobyt
pierwszg bramke dla biato-czerwonych w historii
ich wystepéw w mistrzostwach kontynentu. Spo-
ro mniej grali Adam Kokoszka, Rafat Murawski, Ja-
kub Wawrzyniak i Tomasz Zahorski, ktorzy zaliczyli
epizody lub zagrali w ostatnim spotkaniu. Bez wy-
stepu swoj udziat w EURO 2008 zakoriczyli tukasz
Garguta, Wojciech Kowalewski i Michat Pazdan.

Na rozgrywane na wtasnym terenie mistrzostwa Eu-
ropy w 2012 roku selekcjoner Franciszek Smuda po-
wotat szesciu graczy z polskiej ligi. Tylko jeden z nich
cieszyt sie jednak jego duzym zaufaniem. Wszystkie
spotkania w wyjsciowym sktadzie rozpoczgt Rafat
Murawskii zostat zmieniony tylko w ostatnim, prze-
ciwko Czechom. Marcin Kamiriski, Grzegorz Sando-
mierski, Jakub Wawrzyniak i Rafat Wolski musieli za-
dowalic sig jedynie rolg obserwatorow.

Adom Nawatka na mistrzostwa Europy we Francji
w 2016 roku zabrat - podobnie jok osiem lat weze-
Sniej Leo Beenhakker - dziesieciu pitkarzy z pol-
skiej ligi. Co wigcej, az pieciu z nich odegrato bar-
dzo istotne role. Artur Jedrzejczyk, Krzysztof Mg-
czyniskii Michat Pazdan cieszyli sie bardzo duzym
zaufaniem selekcjonera, a ten ostatni zapracowat
nawet na miano ,ministra obrony narodowej". Spo-
ro do gry biato-czerwonych wniesli tez Tomasz Jo-

dtowiec i Bartosz Kapustka, ktérzy zagrali w czte-
rech spotkaniach. Symboliczne, kilkuminutowe wy-
stepy przypadty w udziale Stawomirowi Peszce
i Filipowi Starzyriskiemu. Okazji do zaprezentowa-
nia swoich umiejetnosci nie dostali natomiast Ka-
rol Linetty, Mariusz Stepiriski i Jakub Wawrzyniak.

Dwa lata po EURO 2016 selekcjoner Adom Nawat-
ka powotatjuz nie dziesigciu, ale tylko czterech za-
wodnikéw wystepujgcych na co dzier w ekstrakla-
sie. Weigz wazng postacig pozostat Michat Pazdan,
ale nie odegrat juz az tak istotnej roli co we Fran-
cji. W pozegnalnym meczu z Japonig swojg szan-
se dostali jeszcze Artur Jedrzejczyk, Rafat Kurza-
wa | Stawomir Peszko. Kurzawa zapisat nawet na
swoim koncie asyste przy trafieniu Jana Bednarka,
ale byto to trafienie tylko na otarcie tez.

Emil Kopariski

y@LucngusPiIku n facebook com/LaczyNasPilka instagram.com/laczynaspilka u youtube.com/LaczyNasPilka ! sklep.aczynaspilka.pl 135



UEFA EURO 202080

PLAYERS FROM THE POLISH
LEAGUE AT BIG TOURNAMENTS.
HOW SIGNIFICANT WERE THEY?

WY

¢
POLSKA

6‘0‘ Inthe squad for the European Championships EURQ 2620 Poland national
g~ teamcoach Paulo Sousa found a place for four players, who playedin the
Palish clubs in the 2626/2621 season. These are players with little or no

experience at the senior national team level - Kacper Koztowski, Kamil
Pigtkowski, Tymoteusz Puchacz and Jakub Swierczok. And what was therole of players
called up from the Polish league for international tournaments in the 21st century?

2 0 a World Cup
in South Korea and Japan

Coach Jerzy Engel took eight players who playedin the
Polish league to the World Cup. However, itis difficult to
find among them players who played a key role in the
squad. Only Maciej Zurawski appeared in the starting
line-up in three matches, but only in one of them - aga-
inst the USA - he played full game. Arkadiusz Bak, Ar-
kadiusz Gtowacki, Cezary Kucharski,Maciej Murawski,
Pawet Sibik and Jacek Zieliriski played only in the clash
with the USA, when the White and Reds lost their chan-
ce to progress from the group. Adam Matysek didn't
even come out on the pitch for a minute.

200

When selecting the team for the World Cup in Ger-
many in 2006, the coach Pawet Janas shocked fans
with some decisions. Among his picks were seven
players from the Polish league. Marcin Baszczyriski
played allmatches of the group stage in full, while
Pawet Brozek came in from the bench. Bartosz Bo-

World Cup
in Germany
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sacki and Radostaw Sobolewski appeared on the
pitch in two matches. The former is remembered
for two goals scored in the last match against Co-
sta Rica, while the latter received ared card in the
clash with Germany. Dariusz Dudka had an episo-
de, while tukasz Fabiariski and Piotr Giza did not
get any minute during the tournament.

200

Leo Beenhakker, the first ever coach to lead the Po-
land national team to the final tournament of the Eu-
ropean Championships, was fond of unconventional
call-ups. As many as ten players from the Polish le-
ague were among his picks for EURO 20@8. Dariusz
Dudka played animportant role in three full matches
of the group stage. Wojciech t.obodzirski appeared
twice in the starting line-up and came on from the
bench once. It was the same for Roger Guerreiro,
who in the match against Austria scored the first
goal for the White and Reds in the history of their
appearances in the European championship. Adam
Kokoszka, Rafat Murawski, Jakub Wawrzyniak and

European Championships
in Austria and Switzerland
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Tomasz Zahorski. who only had episodes or playedin
the last game, gathered fewer minutes on the pitch.
tukasz Garguta, Wojciech Kowalewski and Michal
Pazdan did not play in EURO 200@8.

2 a1 European Championships
in Poland and Ukraine

Coach Franciszek Smuda called up six players from the
Polishleague for the European Championships in 2012,
played on home ground. Only one of them enjoyed great
trust from the coach. Rafat Murawski started all the go-
mes in the starting line-up and came off the pitch only
once, in a match against the Czech Republic. Marcin

Kamiriski, Grzegorz Sandomierski, Jakub Wawrzyniak
and Rafat Wolski had to settle for the role of observers.

2 a1 European Championships
in France

Adam Nawatka called-up - like Leo Beenhakker eight
years earlier - ten players from the Polish league to
the 2016 European Championshipsin France. More-
over,as many as five of them played very important
roles. Artur Jedrzejczyk, Krzysztof Mgczyriski and Mi-
chat Pazdan enjoyed a great deal of trust from the
selector, with the latter even earning the title of ,Mi-
nister of National Defence”. Tomasz Jodtowiec and
Bartosz Kapustka, who played in four games, also
contributed alot to the game of the White and Reds.
Stawomir Peszko and Filip Starzyriski came on the
pitch only for several minutes. Karol Linetty, Mariusz
Stepiriski and Jakub Wawrzyniak did not get the op-
portunity to present their skills.

2018 =’

Two years after EURO 2016, the cooch Adam Nawat-
ka called up not ten, but only four players from the Po-
lish league. Michat Pazdan was still animportant figu-
re, but he did not play as significant arole as in France.
Artur Jedrzejczyk, Rafat Kurzawa and Stawomir Pesz-
ko also got their chance in the lost game against Japan.
Kurzawa even recorded an assist on Jan Bednarek's
goal, but it was a goal to wipe away tears.

Emil Kopariski
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Turniej UEFA EURO 2020 biato-czerwoni rozpoczng
na Stadionie Sankt Petersburg. To obiekt, ktdrego bu-
dowa zostata zapoczgtkowana w 2007 roku, a oficjal-
nie do uzytku oddano go 29 grudnia 2016 roku. Arena
moggca pomiesci¢ ponad 6@ tysiecy widz6w oficjal-
nie zostata zainaugurowana ligowym meczem rosyj-
skiej Premier Ligi Zenit St. Petersburg - Urat Jekate-
rynburg. Stadion Sankt Petersburg stuzy Ros;ji takze
jako gospodarz imprez miedzynarodowych. W czerw-
cu 2017 roku odbywat sie na nim turniej Pucharu Kon-
federacji. W kolejnym roku w Sankt Petersburgu roz-
grywano mecze mistrzostw Swiata - zagrano siedem
spotkan, w tym mecz o trzecie miejsce miedzy Bel-
gig a Anglig. Réwniez podczas UEFA EURQ 2020 za-
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planowano tam siedem spotkari (sze$é w fazie gru-
powej i jeden mecz w wiercfinale). Wspomnie¢ na-
lezy réwniez, ze w 2022 roku na tym obiekcie odbe-
dzie sig finat Ligi Mistrzow.

Terminarz meczéw na Stadionie Petersburg
12 czerwcea, 21.00
14 czerwca,18:00
16 czerwea, 15:00
18 czerwea, 15:00
21czerwcea, 21:00
23 czerwca,18:00

2lipca,18:00
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Reprezentacja Polski podczas UEFA EURO 20208 miata wystgpi¢ na stadionach
w Dublinie i Bilbao, ale ze wzglgdu na pandemig koronawirusa lokalizacje sie
zmienity. Dublin zostat zastgpiony przez Sankt Petersburg, a miejsce Bilbao
zajeta Sewillo. To w tych miastach w fazie grupowej rywalizowac bedg Polacy
ze Stowagjg, Hiszpaniqi Szwecjg. Sprawdz najwazniejsze informacie o arenach
Polokow w fazie grupowej na mistrzostwach Europy.

o]

Estadio La Cartuja to wielofunkeyjny obiekt usytu-
owany w Sewilli. Stadion zostat oddany do uzyt-
kuw maju 1998 roku, gdzie odbywaty sig mistrzo-
stwa swiata w lekkoatletyce. Liczgey 60 tysiecy
miejsc obiekt jest szostym stadionem, jesli cho-
dzi o wielkosé w Hiszpanii i drugim w Andaluz;ji.
W 2003 roku Estadio La Cartuja rozegrano finat
Pucharu UEFA - FC Porto po dogrywce wygrato
z Celtikiem FC. Rozgrywano tu réwniez w ostat-
nich latach Puchar Kréla Hiszpanii, a takze organi-
zowano inne imprezy, w tym wydarzenia muzycz-
ne. Na Estadio La Cartuja reprezentacja Hiszpanii
nie rozgrywata jednak zbyt wielu spotkan, bo za-
ledwie szes¢. Cztery z nich to spotkania towarzy-
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skie, jedno odbyto sie w ramach Ligi Narodéw UEFA
ijedno w kwalifikacjach mistrzostw Swiata 2022.
Podczas UEFA EURO 2020 ,La Furia Roja" rozegra
tam wszystkie mecze w fazie grupowej turnieju. Po
zakonczeniu tego etapu na stadionie zostanie jesz-
cze jedno spotkanie 1/8 finatu.

Terminarz meczéw na Estadio La Cartuja
14 czerwca, 21:00
19 czerwcea, 21.00
23 czerwca,18:00
27 czerwcea, 21.00

Jacek Junczewski
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ks CHAMPIONSHIP ARENAS
POLAND NATIONAL TEAM WILL
PLAY ON THESE STADIUMS

St. Petersburg Stadium

The White and Reds will begin the UEFA EURO 2020
tournament at the St. Petersburg Stadium. Itis a fo-
cility whose construction beganin 2007 and official-
ly opened on 29 December 2@16. The arena, which
can accommodate more than 60,000 spectators,
was officially inaugurated with a league match of the
Russian Premier League Zenit St. Petersburg - Ural
Yekaterinburg. St. Petersburg Stadium also serves
as a home stadium for Russia national team. In June
2017, it hosted the FIFA Confederations Cup tour-
nament. The following year, seven World Cup mat-
ches were played in St. Petersburg, including the third
place match between Belgium and England. Seven
matches of UEFA EURO 2020 are scheduled there
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(six in the group stage and one match in the quar-
terfinals). It is also worth mentioning that this ve-
nue will host the Champions League final in 2822.

Schedule of matches at St. Petershurg Stadium
Group B, Belgium - Russia 12 June, 2100
Group E, Poland - Slovaokia 14 June, 18:00
Group B, Finland - Russia 16 June, 15:00
Group E, Sweden - Slovakio 18 June, 15:00
Group B, Finland - Belgium 21June, 2100
Group E, Sweden - Poland 23 June,18:00
Quarterfinal, winner of match 41

- winner of match 42 2 July,18:00
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The Poland national team at UEFA EURO 20208 was scheduled to perform
at stadiums in Dublin and Bilbao, but due to the coronavirus pandemic

the locations have changed. Dublin was replaced by St. Petersburg,

and Bilbao's place was taken by Sevilla. Poles will compete in these cities
against Slovakia, Spain and Sweden in the group stage. Check out the most
important information about the arenas where Poland will play in the group

stage at the European Championships.

Estadio La Cartuja

Estadio La Cartujais a multipurpose stadium lo-
catedin Seville. The stadium was commissioned
in May 1999, where the World Athletics Cham-
pionships were held. The 60,000-seat venue is
the sixth stadium in terms of size in Spain and
the second in Andalusia. In 2003, the UEFA Cup
final,in which FC Porto won after extra time aga-
inst Celtic FC, was played at Estadio La Cartuja.
Inrecent years the stadium has been a venue for
Copa del Rey matches, as well as other events,
including musical performances. However, the
Spain national team did not play too many ga-
mes at Estadio La Cartuja, just six. Four of tho-
se were friendly matches, one was in the UEFA

Nations League and one in a 2022 World Cup
qualifications. During UEFA EURO 2020, ,La Fu-
ria Roja” will play all matches in the group stage
of the tournament there. After the group stage,
the stadium will host one game of round of 16.

Schedule of matches at Estadio La Cartuja

Group E, Spain - Sweden 14 June, 2100

Group E, Spain - Poland 19 June, 21:00

Group E, Slovakia - Spain 23 June,18:00

round of 16, 1B - 3A/D/E/F 27 June, 2100
Jacek Janczewski
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STEFAN TARKOVIC

| PLUSY BRAKU BOGATE)J
KARIERY PItKARSKIE)

To byt zaskakujgey ruch stowackiej federacji pitki noznej: przed finatem barazy

oawans na EURD 2628 zwolnili Pavia Hapala, powierzajge stery reprezentacii Stefanowi

Tarkoviciowi, ktdry pracowat w krajowym zwigzku jako dyrektor techniczny.

Z Tarkoviciem na tawce Stowacy pokondii Irlandie Pétnocng, wige ,tymezasowy'
z poczgtku trener utrzymat swojg posade i moze w gtowie uktadac planna to,
jok zatrzymac w grupie mistrzostw Europy Polakdw, Szweddw i Hiszpandw.

Co wymysli? Raczej nalezy spodziewac sig wywa-
zonego futbolu Stowakéw. W szesciu meczach Tar-
kovicia w roli selekcjonera stowacki zespot wygrat
trzy razy, dwukrotnie zremisowat i raz przegrat. Ta
druzyna stara sie budowac akcje od tytu, nie boi sie
kombinacyjnej gru.

Tarkovié od kilku lat bedgey blisko kadry ma Swiado-
mos¢ ograniczen, ale tez nojwigkszych atutdw repre-
zentacji. Dtugo byt asystentem w kadrze Jana Koza-
ka. PéZniej petnit obowigzki dyrektora technicznego
SFZ, wigc gdy zaproponowano mu przejecie druzyny
narodowej, @ W zasadzie to pomoc na tu i teraz, czyli
odpowiednim przygotowaniu do finatowego pojedyn-
ku o EURO 2020 w barazowej drabince, zdecydowat
sie wzig¢ na siebie sporq odpowiedzialnosé. Jednak
pracy z reprezentacjq nie traktuje w kategorii odpo-
wiedzialnosci, lecz misji. Takich stéw uzyt w rozmowie
z Goal pl. - To byta jedna z tych sytuacii w pitce, w kt6-
rych przynosi ona niepowtarzalng szanse - zaznaczyt.
Jego poprzednikowi zarzucano brak wyrazistego stylu.
Za Tarkovicia za$ Stowacja w dobry sposéb pokona-
ta Rosje w meczu eliminacji mistrzostw Swiata, cho¢
wczesniej stracita punkty z Maltg i Cyprem. Tarkovié
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uwaza, ze Stowacy nie radzg sobie z rolg faworyta,
stgd taki rozrzut wynikéw. - Czasem byt tydzieri na
przygotowanie do meczu, byto mnéstwo przestrzeni
na budowanie systemu gry. Obecnie nie ma ani czasy,
ani przestrzeni. Druzyne buduje sie pod presjqg wyni-
ku, kazdy mecz jest bardzo wazny. To jednak nas nie
usprawiedliwia, bo mamy wystarczajgeq jokosé, by
pokonac¢ Malte i Cypr. Skoro tak sie nie stato, kryty-
ka nie moze nas dziwic - stwierdzit.

48-letni szkoleniowiec w swoim kraju nie jest po-
stacig anonimowg. Ale nawet ogoiny szacunek, ja-
kim sie cieszy w ojczyznie, nie odwiddt Stowakow
od mysli, ze danie mu szansy akurat przed tak waz-
nym pojedynkiem, jak finat barazy, to spore ryzyko.
On sam lubi ryzykowaé. W jednym z wywiadéw po-
wiedziat, ze w rozwinieciu kariery pitkarskiej prze-
szkodzity mu problemy ze zdrowiem. - Kiedy mia-
tem 24 lata bytem powaznie kontuzjowany. Bytem
gdzies na poziomie profesjonalnego gracza pierwsze;
lub drugiej ligi. Poniewaz mgj talent sportowy byt
niewspotmierny z potencjatem zdrowotnym, zde-
cydowatem sie wybrad droge trenerskg — wyjasnit.
Ta droga zaczeta sie od MFK Koszyce. Potem tre-
nowat Tatran Preszéw i MSK Ziling. Nastepnie byt
prawg rekg Jana Kozaka w zespole narodowym.
- W dzisiejszym Swiecie jest wiele przypadkow, ze
nawet osoba bez bogatej kariery pitkarskiej moze

odnies¢ sukces jako trener. | odwrotnie - odno-
szgcey sukcesy zawodnik nie musi automatycznie
by¢ dobrym trenerem. Przyznaje, moim handica-
pem jest to, ze moja kariera zawodnika nie byta bo-
gata. Dlatego nie patrze na swojq prace przez pry-
zmat kogos, kto miat za sobg wiele spotkarn w re-
prezentacji. Jestem tez wystarczaojgco asertyw-
ny i stawiam na komunikacje z pitkarzami, by le-
piej ich zrozumie¢. Mysle, ze dzieki temu potrafie
obiektywnie zrozumiec to, co kieruje zawodnika
do takiego, a nie innego zachowania zaréwno na
boisku, jok i poza nim — moéwit Tarkovic, ktdry wie-
le nauczyt sie od Kozaka.

Ich wspétpraca trwata 54 mecze. Awansowali na mi-
strzostwa Europy we Francjiw 2816 roku. - Podsta-
wg byto zbudowanie wzajemnego szacunku. Powsta-
ta bardzo motywujgca i szczegolina atmosfera, do ktd-
rej lubiliSmy wracac. Zawsze potrafilismy rozwigzy-
wac pojawigjgce sie problemy - dodat od niedawna
petnigey obowigzki selekcjoner Stowakdw, ktérego
po odejsciu z kadry widziat w roli swojego nastepcy
wtasnie Kozak. Wtedy wybdr padt na Pavia Hapala.
Ale co sie odwlecze, to nie uciecze... Ponad dwa lata
pdzniej Tarkovi€ trafit tam, gdzie wydawato sie miat
byc wezesniej. Teraz moze udowodnié, ze nie bez po-
wodu Kozak widziat w nim kontynuacje swojej mysii.

Piotr Wisniewski
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STEFAN TARKOVIC
AND THE PROS OF NOT HAVING
A PROLIFIC FOOTBALL CAREER

It was a surprising move
by the Slovakian football
federation: they sacked
Pavel Hapal before
the final of EURD 2020
qualifying play-offs, entrusting the helm
of the national team to Stefan Tarkovic,
who worked at the national association
as technical director. With Tarkovic
on the bench, the Slovaks defeated
Northernreland, so the ,temporary’”
at first coach kept his job and can make
aplanin his head onhow to stop
the Poles, Swedes and Spaniards in
the group of the Eurapean Championship.

What will he come up with? Balanced football should
be expected from the Slovaks. In Tarkovic's six games
as o head coach, the Slovakian team won three times,
tied twice andlost once. This team tries to build actions
from the back, they are not afraid of combination play.

Building under pressure

Tarkovié, who has been close to the national team for se-
veral years, is aware of the limitations but also the gre-
atest strengths of the national team. He was an assi-
stantonJan Kozak's staff for along time. He later served
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as technical director of the SFZ, so when he was offered
to take over the national team, and in fact to help for the
here and now, that s, to adequately prepare for the final
game of EURQ 2020 qualifying play-offs, he decided to
take onalot of responsibility. However, he doesn't see his
work with national team as aresponsibiity, but as amis-
sion. These were the words he used in aninterview with
Goalpl., It was one of those situations in football which
brings a unique opportunity”, he pointed out.

His predecessor was accused of lacking a distinct sty-
le.Under Tarkovic, on the other hand, Slovakia beat Rus-
sia after good game in a World Cup qualifying match, al-
though they lost points against Malta and Slovakia ear-
lier. Tarkovié believes that the Slovaks are not coping with
therole of o favourite, hence such a scattering of results.
,Sometimes there was o week to prepare for agame, the-
re was plenty of space to build a system of play. Curren-
tly, there is neither time nor space. The teamis built un-
der the pressure of the result, every game s very impor-
tant. That doesn't excuse us though, because we have
enough quality to beat Malta and Cyprus. Since this has
not happened, the criticism cannot surprise us *, he said.

Good coach, bad player

The 48-year-old coach is not an anonymous figure in
his country. But even the general respect he enjoys in
his home country did not dissuade the Slovaks from the
idea that giving him a chance just before such animpor-
tant clash as the final of the play-offsis abigrisk. He him-
self likes to takerisks. Inaninterview, he said that his he-
alth problems prevented him from developing a football
career., When | was 24 years old | was seriously injured.
Iwas somewhere at the level of a professional first or se-
cond division player. Because my athletic talent was di-
sproportionate to my health potential,| decided to start
acareer as a coach’, he explained.
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His journey as a coach started with MFK KoSice. Then
he coached Tatran Predov and MSK Zilina. He then se-
rved as Jan Kozak's right-hand man on the national team.
,Jhere are manyinstances in today's world that even so-
meone without a prolific football career can succeed as
acoach.An other way around, a successful player is not

necessarily a good coach. | admit that the fact that my
career as a player had not been prolificis my disadvan-
tage. That's why | don't look at my job through the lens
of someone who has had alot of national team games.
I'm also assertive enough and focus on communicating
with the players to understand them better. | think this

Sometimes there was a week

to prepare for a game, there was
plenty of space to build a system
of play. Currently, there is neither
time nor space. The team is built
under the pressure of the resulit.

allows me to objectively understand what drives a player
tobehave in such a way both on and off the pitch”, said
Tarkovic, who has learned a lot from Kozak.

In his place
Their partnership losted 54 games. They advanced to
the 2016 European Championships in France. , The fo-
undation was to build mutual respect. A very motiva-
ting and special atmosphere was created that we en-
joyed returning to. We have always been able to solve
emerging problems”. the recently acting Slovak natio-
nal team manager, whom Kozak saw as his successor
after leaving the national team, added. Then the cho-
ice fell on Pavel Hapal. But what goes around comes
around...More than two years later, Tarkovié ended up
where it seemed he was meant to be before. Now he
can prove that Kozak saw him as a successor of his
philosophy for a reason.

Piotr Wisniewski
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W Neapolu obrast legendg.

Juz sam fakt, ze przez wiele lat
byt kapitanem SSC Napoli, a by¢ nim
we Wtoszech, w dodatku w klubie,
ktarego kibice reagujg bardzo
emocjonalnie, i to jeszcze jako
obcokrajowiec, wiele mowi,

jaki to typ pitkarza. 0 Marku
Hamsiku mozna powiedzie¢
wszystko, jednak najlepie]
przemawiajg za niego liczby.

- tyle meczdéw rozegrat Hamsik w barwach Na-
poli. Zdobyt w nich 121golii zaliczyt 111 asyst. Spedzit
tam dwanascie lat. Z klubem spod Wezuwiusza wy-
walczyt trzy trofea: dwa puchary Wtoch oraz jeden
Superpuchar kraju. Rozegrat najwiecej meczéw, przez
jaki$ czas byt zdobyweq najwiekszej liczby bramek
w historii zespotu z potudnia Italii (numerem jeden
jest Dries Mertens). Jesli chodzi o trafienia, to prze-
bit nawet osiggniecie samego Diego Maradony, kt6-
rego ducha czué w Neapolu na kazdym kroku. Skoro
wiec okazat sie lepszy od , boskiego Diego”, to znaczy
wigcej niz niejedno stowo. On sam zresztq lepszych
stéw, gdy ktos porownywat go z Maradong, nie magt
wypowiedzieg, jak te: ,Nigdy mu nie doréwnam pod
wzgledem pitkarskim, ale moge zdobyé wigcej bra-
mek od niego”.

Wynik stynnego Argentyriczyka stowacki pit-
karz przebit o0 szesé trafien. W Neapolu zachwy-
cat bramkami, przywigzaniem do barw, efektowng
grg. | choé w ostatnich dwdch sezonach (2017/18
oraz 2018/19) w,Azzurrich” nie dawat juz druzynie
tyle co kiedys, to i tak mozna byto odnies¢ wraze-
nie, ze po wyprowadzce Stowaka z gorgcego mia-
sta zostata tam pustka. Pustka po kims, kto ucho-
dzit za symbol wspétczesnego Napoli. Bo Hamsik
to bez waqtpienia symbol wspétczesnych czasow
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dwukrotnych mistrzéw Wtoch, podczas gdy Ma-
radona to symbol ponadczasowy.

Wrtosimieli do Hamsika stabo$¢ juz na samym poczgt-
ku, gdy zawitat na Pétwysep Apeniriski. Oto 17-letni
Marek Hamsik, o ktérym byto wiadomo jedynie tyle,
ze grat w Slovanie Bratystawa, a zaczynat w Jupie
Podlavice z Bariskiej Bystrzycy, trafit do Brescii Cal-
cio. W jej barwach zadebiutowat w Serie A, rozegrat
ponad 7@ spotkarii przenidst sie¢ na potudnie , wtoskie-
gobuta". Wtedy jeszcze bardzo mtody Stowak szybko
zawtadngt wyobraznig fanéw calcio. | nie tylko. Byty
zawodnik zespotu z Neapolu Salvatore Bagni stwier-
dzit, ze Homsik jest lepszy od Franka Lamparda. Dyrek-
tor techniczny West Hamu United Gianluca Nani wi-
dziat wnim ,nowego Stevena Gerrarda”. Zkolei trener
Luigi Maifredi przyznat, ze wedtug niego Homsik jest
kandydatem do Ztotej Pitki w przysztosci. Inny szko-
leniowiec, Walter Novellino, przyznat z kolei, ze w ze-
spole wolatby mie¢ Hamsika niz Ronaldinho. Cheiat
go kazdy klub i kazdy trener w Europie.

Lata pézniej ten mtokos stat sig gwiazdg Serie A oraz
reprezentacji Stowacji. Jeszcze pézniej jego kariera wy-
hamowata - w 2019 roku przeniést sie do Chin (Da-
lian Yifang), obecnie wystepuje w druzynie szwedz-
kiej ekstraklasy - IFK Goeteborg. To nazwisko nadal
jednak zobowigzuje. W kericu nie tylko fryzura (najpo-
pularniejszy irokez $wiata pitkarskiego) czyni z Ham-
sika postac kultowg. Postag, ktéra przyciggata uwa-
ge juz w wieku czterech lat. Caty czas styszat, jakim
to jest wielkim talentem. But, skoro zdarzato sie, ze
w jednym meczu potrafit strzelic kilkanascie goli. Po-
tem potwierdzit swdj potencjat.

Dzigki ojcu zawitat w stolicy Stowagji. Richard Hamsik
sprzedat Skode Felicig, by w ten sposéb zebrag reszte
pieniedzy na transfer Marka z Jupie do Slovana. Cho-
dzito o kwoteg pieciu tysiecy euro. - Wszystko zawdzie-
czam rodzicom. Nie nalezelisSmy do bogatych rodzin,
w domu sig nie przelewato, a oni starali sig, jak mogli, by
mnie wesprzeé. Sprzedali jedyny samaochdd, jaki mieli,
bym madgt odej$¢ do Slovana - opowiadat.

Ojcu Marek zawdziecza ponadto zamitowanie do
pitki. Pan Richard grat w Dukli Bariska Bystrzyca.
Mama byta pitkarkg reczng. Siostra poszta w $lo-
dy mamy, ale przerwata kariere z powodu proble-
mow ze zdrowiem.
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Hamsik junior w Napoli oraz reprezentacji Stowa-
cji upodobat sobie kaszulke z numerem 17. Cze-
mu akurat taki numer? - Urodzitem sig 27. dnia
siédmego miesigca w 1987 roku o godzinie 7.17.
Chciatbym, aby pewnego dnia méj numer 17 zo-
stat przez klub zastrzezony, poniewaz Swiadczy-
toby to 0 moim wptywie na historig Napoli - méwi.
Jednego moze by¢ pewien: w Neapolu dtugo nikt
0 nim nie zapomni.
A Stowacja”? Jest rekordzistg w liczbie wystepéw
w druzynie narodowej i strzelonych w niej goli. To
on pociggngt za sobg kadre do finatéw EURO 2016.
W nich za$ byt bohaterem pojedynku z Rosjq (gol
i asysta). Co ciekawe, w reprezentaciji debiutowat
w meczu z Polskg - 7 lutego 2007 roku. Wielokrot-
nie wybierano go pitkarzem roku w kraju. Najlepszy,
jakikiedykolwiek zagrat w stowackiej druzynie na-
rodowe;j? Tak. Na Stowacji ma taki sam status jok
w Neapolu. Wezesniej czy pézniej zatem , siedem-
nastka" stanie sig numerem-legendg zaréwno na
potudniu Wtoch, jok i w reprezentacji Stowagiji.
Piotr Wisniewski
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In Naples, he became a legend.
The very fact that for many years
he was the captain of SSC Napoli,
a foreigner in an Italian club,
especially in a club with such
emotional fans, says a lot about
what type of footballer we are
talking about. Anything can be
said about Marek Hamsik, but his
numbers speak for themselves.

519 - that's how many matches Hamsik has playedin
Napoali.He scored 121goals and recorded 111 assists in tho-
se games. He spent twelve years there. With the club
from below the Veesuvius won three trophies: two cups
of Italy and one Supercup. He played the most games,
and for atime was the scorer of the most goalsin the hi-
story of the team from the south of Italy (number oneiis
Dries Mertens).In terms of scored gocls, he even surpas-
sed the achievement of Diego Maradona himself, whose
presence can be feltin Naples at every turn. Being bet-
ter than , divine Diego” means more than many words.
He couldn't have said it better himself when someone
compared him to Maradona: | will never match himin
terms of football, but | can score more goals than him™.

Everyone wanted him on the team

Slovak footballer beat the famous Argentinean by six go-
als.In Naples, he impressed with his goals, commitment
to the colours, and impressive play. And even though in
thelast two seasons (2017/18 and 2818/19) he nolonger
had the same impact on the ,Azzurri” team as he used
to, it was still possible to get the impression that a void
was left there after the Slovak moved out of this hot city.
Avoidleft by someone who was considered a symbol of
modern Napoli. Because Hamsik is undoubtedly a sym-
bol of the modern times of the two-time Italian cham-
pions, while Maradonais a timeless symbol.

The Italians had a weakness for Hamsik right from
the start when he arrived on the Apennine Penin-
sula. Here is 17-year-old Marek Hamsik, who was
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only known from playing in Slovan Bratislava and
who started at Jupa Podlavice from Banska By-
strica and ended up at Brescia Calcio. He made his
debutin Serie Ain their colours, played over 70 ga-
mes and moved to the south of the ,|talian boot”.
Then still very young, the Slovak quickly captured
the imagination of calcio fans. And not only theirs.
Former Napoli player Salvatore Bagni stated that
Hamsik is better than Frank Lampard. West Ham
United technical director Gianluca Nani saw him as
the new Steven Gerrard". Coach Luigi Maifredi, on
the other hand, admitted that in his opinion Hamsik
is a candidate for the Ballon d'Or in the future. Ano-
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othall world's most popular mohawk) that makes
Homsik a cult figure. A character who attracted at-
tention even when he was four years old. He heard
allthe time what a great talent he was. And he de-
finitely was as he was able to score over a dozen
goalsin one game. Then he confirmed his potential.
Thanks to his father, he arrived in the capital of Slo-
vakia. Richard Hamsik sold his Skoda Felicia to ra-
ise the rest of the money for Marek's transfer from
Jupie to Slovan. The amount involved was five tho-
usand euros. ,| owe it all to my parents. We were
arich family, we didn't have much money at home,
and they did their best to support me. They sold
the only car they had so | could leave for Slovan,”
he recounted.

Marek also owes his love of football to his father.
Mr.Richard played for Dukla Banska Bystrica. Mom
was a handball player. His sister followed in her mo-
ther's footsteps, butinterrupted her career due to
healthissues.

Debut with Poland

Hamsik junior has taken aliking to a shirt with num-
ber 17 at Napoli and the Slovakia national team.
Why such anumber? | was born on the 27th day
of the seventh month in 1987 at 7:17. 1 would like
my number 17 to be reserved by the club one day,
as it would testify to my impact on Napoli's histo-
ry”. One thing he can be sure of: no one in Naples
will forget him for along time.

And Slovakia? He holds the record for the most na-
tional team appearances and most goals scored.
It was he who lead the national team to the EURO

L 20 28 2B 25 28 2% 28 28 2R 2% 2R ¢

ther coach, Walter Novellino admitted that he wo-
uld rather have Hamsik in his team than Ronaldinho.
Every club and every coach in Europe wanted him.

In ,,Skoda” into the world

Years later, this youngster became a star of Serie
A and the Slovakia national team. Even later, his
career slowed down - in 2019 he moved to China
(Dalian Yifang) and currently plays for the Swedish
league team - IFK Goeteborg. But he is still Marek
Hamsik. After all,it's not just the hairstyle (the fo-

2016 finals. There he was the hero of the duel with
Russia (a goal and an assist). Interestingly, he made
his national team debut in a match against Po-
land - on 7 February 20@7. He has been voted na-
tional football player of the year multiple times. The
best player to ever played for the Slovakia national
team? Yes. In Slovakia he has the same reputation
asin Naples. Sooner or later, therefore, ,seventeen”
will become a number-legend both in the south of
Italy and in the Slovakia national team.

Piotr Wisniewski
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LUIS ENRIQUE
- ZAWSZE

W CENTRUM
WIELKICH
WYDARZER

Pitkarz Luis Enrique w $wiatowym futbolu

znaczyt duzo. Zdobyt mistrzostwo

Hiszpaniiz Realem Madryt i FC Barcelong,

w barwach ktdrych wywalczyt krajowe

puchary, Superpuchary. Ma w kolekji Puchar
Zdobyweow Pucharéw i Superpuchar

Europy. Na przetomie XXi XX| wiekurozegrat
kilkadziesigt meczow w druzynie narodowej. f '
Byt mistrzem alimpijskim z Hiszpanig. |
Wroli trenera takze radzi sobie Swietnie.

Dos¢ powiedziec, ze ,Duma Kataloni” pod

jego wodzg wywalczyta  potrdjng karone”
|dotozyta do tego triumfy w Superpucharze
Furapy oraz Klubowe Mistrzostwo Swiata.
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Enrique-trener zaczynat w FC Barcelonie B, by kilka
lat pézniej przejgé pierwszy zespot po Pepie Guar-
dioli. W miedzyczasie terminowat w AS Romie i Cel-
cie Vigo. 0d 2018 roku, z przerwq z powoddw 0sabi-
stych, jest selekcjonerem , La Furia Roja”.

ol-letni dzi$ Enrique prowadzenie drugiej Barcelo-
ny uwaza za fundament budowy siebie jako trene-
ra.Z usémiechem na ustach wspomina czasy, kiedy
razem z pitkarzami biegat po trasach masywu Col-
Iserola. Inspiracje czerpat, gdzie tylko magt.

- Szukatem fundomentéw futbolu w ksigzkach. Prze-
bytem droge potrzebng do tego, aby stac sie takim tre-
nerem, jakim cheiatem byc. Drugii trzeci sezon z tam-
tg druzyng byty niesamowite. To byty pamietne lata
dla mnie - opowiadat ,Catalunya Radio”. Powiedziat
tez waozng rzecz, ktdra kaze spojrzeé na jego prace
szkoleniowg przez pryzmat sposobu na wygrywanie.
,Bardziej interesuje mnie to, w joki sposéb wygrywam
trofea, a nie ile ich mam na koncie. Zawsze skupiatem
sie na jak najlepszej grze w pitke. Lubie bezposredni
futbol. Gra ofensywna jest kluczem do odnalezienia
wtasnego znaku rozpoznawczego. Guardiola byt tym
trenerem, kt6ry nadat najlepszy styl Barcelonie. Brak
uznania dla Bargy dowodzonej przez niego bytby ce-
chgludzi cynicznych i zaslepionych. To dzieto sztuki.
Jajestem dumny z dobrego zaadaptowania sie w Ka-
taloniii z foktu, ze tak ogromna rzesza kibicow Bargy
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opowiada mi o tym, ze byli dumni z mojej druzyny i ze
czerpali przyjemnosc z jej gry”.

| cho¢ w swojej pracy kieruje sie réznymi wersjami i wi-
zjami futbolu, na co wptyw miato wieloletnie doswiad-
czenie wyniesione z boiska, obcowanie z najwigkszymi
umystami kataloriskiego futbolu i ciggty rozwdj warsz-
tatu trenerskiego, to jest kontynuatorem myslirzeczo-
nego Guardioli. - Ma zdolnos¢é przekonania pitkarzy, aby
biegalii dawali z siebie wszystko dla dobra druzyny. Na
tym polega jego wiedzaiumiejetnosé. Jest najlepszy, je-
§li chodzi o koncepcje i swojg propozycje gry. Wiadomo,
ze jego druzyna zooferuje prawdziwy spektakl. Wiado-
moS¢, jokg wysyta w swiat, to atak - przyznat Enrique,
na ktérym pigtno odcisngt Johan Cruyff.

Cruyff, Guardiola, Enrique w pitce uznajg artyzm. -
W moich druzynach to ja jestem liderem - zwykt po-
wtarza¢ ostatni z nich. W tym przekonaniu utwier-
dzat sie latami, funkcjonujge w pitce na najwyzszym
poziomie.

Jest szczery wobec siebie iinnych. Takim zawsze byt.
Na swoim btedzie nauczyt sie takze, ze czasami war-
to schowaé w kieszeni dume. Kiedy$ na oczach ca-
tej druzyny powiedziat do proszqgcego go 0 rozmowe
trenera, ze nie ma zamiaru tego robié. Zostat odsu-
niety na kilka meczéw. Szybko zrozumiat, ze Zle zro-
bit. Przeprosit.| w czasie, gdy ,odpoczywat”, na tawce
pomagat Gabriemu, ktéry wystepowat najego pozygji.
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Z Guardiolg Enrique tgczy nie tylko identyczne spoj-
rzenie na futbol. Nawet styl komunikowania o za-
wodowym ,wypaleniu” ma podobny do swojego
przyjaciela. Tak poinformowat o tym, ze odchodzi
z ,Dumy Barcelony': - Powdd odejscia? Moje spoj-
rzenie na zawod trenera. To specyficzny zawod, kto-
ry nie daje zbyt wiele czasu na odpoczynek, ktére-
go dzi$ potrzebuje. Cheiatbym podzigkowaé klubo-
wi, ktéry mi zaufat i na mnie postawit - wyznat, od-
krywajgc swoje szczere oblicze.

Niedawno pokazat, jok mocny ma charakter. Rodzinna
tragedia ($mier¢ corki) nie ztamata go na tyle, by nie
wrdci¢ do pitkii ponownie przejgé dowodzenia w hisz-
panskiej kadrze. - Bardzo szybko zdatem sobie sprawe,
ze cheiatem odzyskaé zycie i robi¢ to, co lubie najbar-
dziej, czyli byé blisko futbolu i rywalizacji oraz udowod-
ni¢ mojej rodzinie, ze zycie toczy sie dalej - przyznat
Enrique, ktdry to, jakim pitkarzem zostat, zawdzigcza
w duzej mierze grze w inng odmiane futbolu.

- Tutaj w Katalonii dziecioki grajg w Futbol 7. W Asturii
(pochodzi z tego regionu, urodzit sig w Gijon - przyp.
aut.) dominuje futsal. Poniewaz to mocno zreduko-
wana wersja pitki, rozwijasz rézne cechy. Nie chodzi
o site, ale o technike. To naprawde pomogto rozwi-
ng¢ mi sie pitkarsko w ciggu trzech, czterech sezo-
ndw. Kiedy zaczynatem graé w normalng odmiane
futbolu, tego jedenastoosobowego, od razu poczu-
temréznice. Bramkii odlegtosci na boisku wydawaty
sig ogromne. Na poczgtku brakowato mi sit, by bie-
gac od bramki do bramki. Ale miatem dobrze rozwi-
nigtg technikgimogtem pracowaé nad sitg - méwit.
A czy site mentalng mozna zapisaé po stronie atu-
téw Enrique-trenera? - Bycie trenerem nie jest zte,
ale nie jest sig juz w centrum uwagi. Mozesz stwo-
rzyc druzyne na swoj obraz i podobieristwo, ale...
Bez zadnego ale nalezy stwierdzié, ze jest réwnie
wyrazisty jako trener, co byt jako pitkarz.

Piotr Wisniewski
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LUIS ENRIQUE - ALWAYS AT
THE CENTRE OF GREAT EVENTS

Luis Enrique meant alot in the world of football. He won the Spanish
championship with Real Madrid and FC Barcelona, in whose colours
he won multiple national cups, Super Cups. His achievements
include UEFA Cup Winners' Cup and UEFA Super Cup. He played

dozens of matches for the national team at the turn of the 21st century. He was
an Olympic champion with Spain. He is also doing great as a coach. Suffice it to
say that “Blaugrana” under his leadership won the “triple crown” and added the
European Super Cup and the Club World Cup to this triumphs.

Enrique as coach started at FC Barcelona B before ta-
king over the first team after Pep Guardiola a few years
later. In the meantime, he has learned his craft at AS
Roma and Celta Vigo. Since 2018, with a break for per-
sonal reasons, he has been the coach of , La Furia Roja”.

He gave joy

Now S1-year-old Enrique considers leading the Barcelo-
na's second team as the foundation for building himself
as acoach. With asmile on his face, he recalls the times
when he and the players would ran on the trails of the
Collserola massif. He drew inspiration from everywhere.
,|looked for football fundamentals in books. [ have trave-
led the road needed to become the kind of coach I wan-
tedtobe. The second and third seasons with that team
were amazing. Those were memorable years forme,” he
saidinaninterview with, Catalunya Radio”. He also said
animportant thing that makes you look at his career as
a coach through the lens of how to win.,'m more inte-
rested in how | win trophies, not how many | win. My fo-
cus has always been on playing the best football possi-
ble.llike direct football. Offensive s the key to finding your
own trademark. Guardiola was the coach who gave the
best style to Barcelona. A lack of appreciation for a Ba-
rgaled by him would be the mark of cynical and blinded
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people.It's awork of art. |, for one, am proud of adapting
wellin Catalonia and of the fact that such ahuge crowd
of Barga fans tellme how proud they were of my team
and that they enjoyed watching us play.”

There is only one leader

Althoughin his work heis guided by different versions and
visions of football, which has been influenced by many
years of experience on the field, interacting with the gre-
atest minds of Catalan football and the continuous de-
velopment of the coach's workshop, he follows Guardio-
lo's phillosophy. ,He has the ability to convince players
torun and give their all for the good of the team. That's
where his knowledge and skill lies.He is the best whenit
comes to the concept and his game proposal. You know
that his team will offer areal spectacle. The message he
sends out to the world is to attack,” admitted Enrique,
who was influenced by Johan Cruyff.

Cruyff, Guardiola, Enrique recognize artistry in football.
.Inmy teams, | am the leader," the last of them used to
say. This belief was cemented by years of functioningin
football at the highest level.

Heis honest with himself and others.He has always been
like that. He also learned from his mistake that someti-
mes it's good to put pride in your pocket. Once, in front
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of the entire team, inresponse to a coach asking him for
aconversation he said that he had nointention of doing
so0.He was sidelined for several games. He quickly reali-
sed that he had done wrong. He apologized. And while he
was ,resting’, he was on the bench helping Gabri, who
was playing in his position.

Get your life back

What Enrique shares with Guardiolais not only aniden-
tical approach to football. Even his communication style
about professional ,burnout”is similar to that of his friend.
Thisis how he announced his departure from the ,Blau-
grana”: ,Reason for leaving? My perspective on the co-
aching profession. It's a specific profession that doesn't
allow much time for rest, which [ need today. | would like
tothank the club that trusted me and bet onme,” he con-
fessed, revealing his honest side.

He recently showed how strong his character is.
A family tragedy (the death of his daughter) did
not break him enough not to return to the football
and be the coach of the Spain team again. , | reali-
zed very quickly that [ wanted to get my life back
and do what | like most, which is to be close to fo-
otball and competition and prove to my family that
life goes on,” admitted Enrique, whose career has
been influenced by different type of football.

How do you define Enrique?
,Here in Catalonig, kids play Futbol 7. In Asturias (a
region where comes from, he was born in Gijon - au-
thor's note), the dominating type of football is fut-
sal. Because it's a heavily reduced version of the fo-
otball, you develop different qualities. It's not about
strength, it's about technique. It really helped me de-
velop as a football player over three or four seasons.
When | started playing the normal football, with ele-
ven players, limmediately felt the difference. The go-
als and distances on the pitch seemed enormous. At
first, [ lacked the strength to run from goal to goal. But
| had a well-developed technique and could work on
strength,” he said.
Is metal strength one of the advantages of Enrique-
coach?,Being a coachisn't bad, but you're nolonger in
the spotlight. You can create ateamin yourimage, but..”
Without any,but”, it must be said that he is as expres-
sive as a coach as he was as a footballer.

Piotr Wisniewski
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SERGIO
BUSQUETS

- PILKARZ
SZCZEGOLNY
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- JaiBarcelona jestesmy

dla siebie stworzeni

- stwierdzit Sergio Busquets,

jeden z wazniejszych pitkarzy

nie tyle dla pitki hiszpanskiej,

ile catego wspotczesnego futbolu.
Ikona obecnych czasow, o ktarym
to stynny trener Cesar Luis Menotti
powiedziat: - Kiedy pierwszy raz
zobaczytem, jok gra, zadzwonitem
do przyjacielai powiedziatem mu:
.Zobaczytem pitkarza z wymartego
gatunku. To gwiazda.

Talent absolutny”
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Czym Busquets zastuzyt sobie na takie stowa? Johan
Cruyff, niezyjgey juz byty Swietny zawodnik, gracz
Ajaxu Amsterdam czy FC Barcelony, pdzniej trener
tych druzyn, miat na to gotowg odpowiedz. ,,Patrzge
na jego umiejetno$¢ ustawiania sie, wyglgda jok we-
teran - z pitkg lub bez niej. Bedgc w jej posiadaniu,
sprawia, ze co$ trudnego wydaje sig proste - pozby-
wa sie futboléwkijednym lub dwoma kontaktami. Bez
niej natomiast daje nam lekcje, jak sie ustawid i bie-
gaé tylko po to, zeby odebrad pitke”.

Nie sposdb nie dostrzec wptywu, joki urodzony w Sa-
badell 32-latek miat na dzisiejszy futbol. Stat sie wzo-
rem pitkarza na swojej pozycji. Kims, do ktérego cheia-
to réwnac wielu. - Czyni wszystko tak prostym, ze
zapominamy, jak jest to trudne. Pomijojgc Messiego,
Sergio jest jedynym pitkarzem, ktéry zdominowat po-
zycje, na ktorej wystepuje. Jest daleko z przodu przed
innymi defensywnymi pomocnikami - przyznat Vi-
cente del Bosque, szkoleniowiec, ktéry z reprezenta-
cjq Hiszpanii zdobyt mistrzostwo Swiata oraz Europy.
W zespole triumfujgcym na turniejach w Republi-
ce Potudniowej Afryki oraz Polsce | Ukrainie, Busqu-
ets odgrywat kluczowg role. Nie byto Srodka pola bez
niego. Nie bytoby sukceséw Hiszpanii bez pomocni-
ka stanowigcego w drugiej linii wzdr pod kgtem usta-
wiania, rozumienia gry, szeroko rozumianej dyscypli-
ny taktycznej. - Jest bardzo pokorny i spokojny, ale
nie boi sie przemawiag, kiedy uzna to za stosowne.
Jeslimdgtbym byc¢ jeszcze raz pitkarzem, cheiatbym
by¢ nim - ustyszeé taki komplement od Pepa Guar-
dioli moze tylko topowy zawodnik Swiata.

Busquets sie do nich zaliczat. Dzi$ co prawda daleko
mu do formy z najlepszych lat, kiedy uktadat gre Hisz-
panéw i FC Barcelony, ktérej jest wierny od ponad de-
kady, ale weigz ma nazwisko przemawigjgce do Swia-
domosci wielu kibicow. Busquets to Busquets. Po pro-
stu. Swietnie zdajg sobie z tego sprawe w kadrze ,La
Furia Roja”, gdzie w ostatnich miesigcach zdarzato mu
sie biegaé po boisku z opaskg kapitariskg.

- W Barcelonie rozumiemy futbol poprzez przestrzen
i czas. Kto nimirzgdzi? Busquets, Messi, Iniesta - oni sg
mistrzami czasoprzestrzeni - przyznat w rozmowie z El
Pais" XaviHernandez, grajgcy z Busquetsem w ztatych
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czasach,,DumyKatalonii".Z tej ,Ztotej Druzyny" wywodzi
sieréwniez Andres Iniesta. On z kolei chwalit sobie $wia-
domos¢ taktyczng kolegi. Del Bosque dorzucit: ,Kiedy
oglgdasz mecz, nie widzisz Busquetsa. Kiedy oglgdasz
Busquetsa, widzisz caty mecz".

Tamten Sergio osiggngt niemal perfekcyjny poziom
gry defensywnego pomocnika. Zblizyt sie do tego,
by maée go okresli¢ stowami totalny defensywny po-
mocnik. Stgd cytowana wyzej wypowiedz Cesara Lu-
isa Menottiego. 32-letniego zawodnika uwaza sig za
jednego z najlepszych defensywnych pomocnikéw
w historii pitki. - Pitkarz z wymartego gatunku - to
jeszcze raz Menotti.

Kiedys w meczu z Chelsea Londyn Busquets zancto-
wat rekordowe 139 podar’, z czego 128 byto celnych. To
Jeden z najlepszych w historii,Blougrany” zawodnikéw
pod wzgledem liczby meczéw w lidze hiszpariskiej.Z Bar-
celong siegngt po kazdy mozliwy laur. Zapisat sie ztoty-
mi zgtoskami w kronikach tamtejszej reprezentacji, wy-
grywajgc dwie wielkie imprezy. Mato ktory Hiszpan ro-
zegrat wiecej spotkan w druzynie narodowej od niego.
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Xavi: - Kiedy Guardiola pierwszy raz zaprosit Sergio
na trening z nami, zdatem sobie sprawe, ze mamy do
czynienia z kim$ szczegélnym. Nikt nie przewidywat,
ze stanie sig najlepszym pomocnikiem na $wiecie, jed-
nak byty dowody, ktére Swiadczyty, ze moze osiggngé
najlepszy z mozliwych pozioméw.

Busquets w pierwszym zespole Barcy debiutowat
w 2008 roku. Rok p6zniej pierwszy raz wybiegt na
boisko w reprezentacyjnym trykocie. W Barcelonie
tylko umacniat swojg pozygje, az stat sie zawodni-
kiem o znaczeniu fundamentalnym. Najlepsze lata
w stolicy Katalonii majuz za sobg, coraz czesciej wy-
mienia sig jego potencjalnych nastgpcéw w zespo-
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le z Barcelony, ale zawodnik o takim statusie szyb-
ko nie zniknie ze Swiadomaosci kibica. | takiej karie-
rze, petnej sukcesow.

Te sukcesy mogt osiggngé, kontynuujge rodzinne
tradycje w Barcelonie. Ojciec, Carles Busquets, byt
bramkarzem i tak jok Sergio, wychowankiem ,La
Masii". Sukceséw tez miat sporo. Grat w zespole
Cryuffa. Sergio poczqtkowo wystepowat w lokal-
nych klubach, w 20@5 roku trafit do szkétki Barce-
lony. Dalej tylko rosto jego znaczenie dla druzyny.
W 2014 roku przejgt numer pieé po legendarnym
kapitanie Carlesie Puyolu. - Puyol rozmawiat ze
mng i powiedziat, ze bytby zachwycony, gdybym
wzigt ten numer, poniewaz nie bedzie do tego ni-
kogo lepszego. Dla mnie to byt wielki zaszczyt, nie
mogtem powiedzieé ,nie". Mianowanie na jednego
z kapitanéw byto bardzo szczesliwym momentem
i jednoczes$nie wigzato sie z wielkq odpowiedzial-
noscig - przyznat.
- Busquets wizualizuje w gtowie wiele rzeczy za-
nim wydarzq sie na boisku. Przechwytuje wiele po-
dan, pozwala druzynie graé bez strachu, jest bardzo
zwinny w swoich ruchach - ocenit Xavi.
Ponad stukrotny reprezentant Hiszpanii jest mi-
tosnikiem wielu sportéw. Interesujg go ptywanie,
tenis oraz koszykéwka. W latach mtodosci gry-
wat w ataku, dobrze sig uczyt, jednak z powodu
pitki noznej nie przystgpit do matury. Wszystkie
bramki dedykuje dziadkowi. Na jego czes¢ wyta-
tuowat sobie takze tatuaz nalewym przedramie-
niu w jezyku arabskim. Lubi muzyke. Jedng z ulu-
bionych grup muzycznych Sergio jest , El Canto
del Loco". Upodobat sobie Ipody. Swojg grg na bo-
isku sprawit, ze inni chcieli sig do niego upodab-
nia¢. Zatem pod wzgledem pitkarskim ma prawo
czuc sie spetnionym, bo wpisat sie w profil ideal-
nego pomocnika.
Sam zas$ zaznacza, ile dlajego kariery zrobit Guardio-
lo. - Znat mnie jeszcze z Tercera Divisiéni wiedziat,
jak gram. Dat mi szanse, wierzyt we mnie, uczynit
mnie czescig najlepszej Barcelony w historii, w kto-
rej byli wybitni pitkarze. Wiele sig od niego nauczy-
tem, aby by¢ jok najlepszym zawodnikiem - pod-
kreslit Busquets.

Piotr Wisniewski

’@LucngusPiIkn n facebook com/LaczyNasPilka instagram.com/laczynaspilka ° youtube.com/LaczyNasPilka ! sklep.laczynaspilka.pl 165



UEFA EURO 20280

SERGIO
BUSQUETS
- AUNIQUE
FOOTBALL
PLAYER

,Me and Barcelona are made for
each other”, said Sergio Busquets,
one of the most prominent players
not so much for Spanish football,
but for all of modern football.

An icon of our times, about whom
the famous coach Cesar Luis
Menotti said: ,\When | first saw him
play, | called a friend and told him:
.| saw a football player

of an extinct species. He's a star.
An absolute talent”.
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What did Busquets do to deserve such words? Johan
Cruyff, the late former, great player of Ajox Amsterdam
or FC Barcelona, later coach of these teams, had aready
answer tothis.,Looking at his positioning ability, he looks
like o veteran - with or without the ball. Whenever he has
the ball, he makes something difficult seem easy - he
gets rid of the ball with one or two contacts. Without it,
onthe other hand, he gives us alessoninhow to position
oneself and run solely toreceive the ball.”

To be like Sergio
Thereis nodenying the impact the 32-year-old from Sa-
badell has had on today's football. He became amodel fo-

otball player in his pasition. Someone that many wanted
tomatch.,,He makes everything seem so simple that we
forget how difficult it is. Apart from Messi, Sergio is the
only footballer who dominated the position he playedin.
Heis far ahead of other defensive midfielders,” admitted
Vicente delBosgue, the coach whowon the World Cupand
European Championship with the Spanish national team.
Inateam triumphant at tournaments in South Africaas
well as Poland and Ukraine, Busquets played a key role.
There was no midfield without him. Spain would achie-
ve no success without a midfielder whois a role model
onthe secondlineinterms of positioning, understanding
of the game, and broadly understood tactical discipline.
,Heis veryhumble and calm butis not afraid to speak his
mind when he sees fit. If | could be a football player ago-
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in,I'dlike to be him - to hear such acompliment from Pep
Guardiola, you must be the world's top player.

In the foothall space-time

Busquets was one of them. Today, he is admittedly off
his form from his best years, when he decided on the tac-
tics of play of the Spaniards and FC Barcelona, to which
he has been faithful for more than a decade, but he still
has aname that appeals to the consciousness of many
fans. Busquets is Busquets. It's as simple as that. They
are wellaware of thisin the, La Furia Roja” team, where
he happened to appear on the pitch wearing a captain's
armbandin recent months.

,InBarcelona, we understand football through space and
time. Whorules the football space-time’? Busquets, Mes-
si,Iniesta - they are masters of space-time," admittedin
aninterview with ,El Pais” Xavi Hernandez, who played
with Busquetsin the golden days of the , Pride of Catalo-
nia". Andres Iniesta also comes from this Golden Team”".
He, inturn, appreciated his colleague's tactical awareness.
Del Bosque added: ,When you watch a match, you do-
n't see Busquets. When you watch Busquets, you see
the whole match.”

That Sergio reached a near-perfect level of play as
a defensive midfielder. He came close to being de-
scribed as the absolute defensive midfielder. Hen-
ce the Cesar Luis Menotti's statement quoted abo-
ve. The 32-year-old player is considered one of the
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best defensive midfielders in the history of football.
,A football player of an extinct species,” that's Me-
notti again.

Foundation

Once, in a match against Chelsea London, Busquets re-
corded arecord-breaking 139 passes, 128 of which were
accurate.He was one of the best playersin the history of
the Blaugrana”teamin terms of the number of matches
played in the Spanish league. He won every possible lau-
rel with Barcelona. He went down in the history of the lo-
cal national team, winning two major events. There are
not many Spaniards who played more matches for the
national team than him.

Xavi:, When Guardiola firstinvited Sergio to trainwith us,
| realized we were dealing with someane special. No one
suspected that he would become the best midfielder in
the world, but there was evidence that he could reach
the best possible level.

,LaMasia".He had alot of success, too. He playedin Cry-
uff's team. Sergio initially played for local clubs and was
sent toBarcelona's football schoolin 20@5. Hisimportan-
cetothe teamkept growing.In 2014, he took over number
five fromlegendary captain Carles Puyol.,Puyol spoke to
me and said he would be delighted if | took that number
because there will be no better candidate forit. For me, it
was a great honour, | couldn't say no. Being appointed as
one of the captains was avery happy moment but, at the
same time, it came with great responsibility,” he admitted.
,Busquets visualises many things in his mind before
they happen on the pitch. He intercepts a lot of passes,
allowing the team to play without fear. He is very agile,”
Xaviassessed.

The player who appeared in the Spanish national team
over ahundred timesis a fon of many sports. His interests
include swimming, tennis and basketball. During his junior
years, he playedin the offensive line, he did wellin school
but did not take his secondary school leaving examina-

When you watch a match, you don't
see Busquets. When you watch
Busquets, you see the whole match.

Busquets made his debut in Barca's first teamin 2008.
A year later, he came onto the pitch in a national team
jersey for the first time. At Barcelona, he kept streng-
thening his position until he became a crucial player. His
best years in the Catalan capital are behind him and his
potential successors in the Barcelona team are being
mentioned more and more often, but a player of such
status s not going to disappear from the fans' conscio-
usness anytime soon. Such a career, full of success, will
not be forgotten easily.

A man of many passions

He was able to achieve these successes by continuing the
family traditionin Barcelona. His father, Carles Busquets,
was agoalkeeper and, like Sergio,a home-grown player of

tion because of football. He dedicates all his goals to his
grandfather. He also got a tattoo in Arabic on his left fo-
rearmin his honour. He likes music. One of Sergio's favo-
uritemusical bandsis,, El Canto del Loco." He took aliking
tolpods. His style of play made others want to be like him.
Thus, when it comes to football, he has the right to feel
fulfilled because he fits the profile of anideal midfielder.
Meanwhile, he himself points out how much Guardiola
has done for his career.,He knew me already from Terce-
raDivision and he knew how | played. He gave me achan-
ce, he believed inme and made me part of the best Bar-
celona in history, with its outstanding players. | learned
alot from him to become the best player possible,” em-
phasised Busquets.

Piotr Wisniewski
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' JANNE ANDERSSON
- UOSOBIENIE

UPORZADKOWANIA
| CIEZKIEJ PRACY

Janne Andersson jest potwierdzeniem
teorii, ze nie trzeba by¢ dobrym
pitkarzem, aby pézniej zostac dobrym
trenerem. Nie odnosit bowiem wielkich
sukcesow zawodniczych. Najwigcej
czasu spedzit w Alets IK, klubie

z Halmstad. To tam, tyle ze juz trenujge
BK, wyptyngt na szerokie wody zawodu
trenera. Najtrwalszy Slad

w klubowej pitce zostawit po sobie
jednak w IFK Norrkoeping, zktarym
zdobyt mistrzostwo Szwegjl. Trzy

lota temu, dwa po tym, jok zostat
selekcjonerem, wprowadzit kadre na
mundial w Rosji, gdzie Szwedzi dostali sig
do cwiercfinatu.

W ponad dwudziestoletniej pracy trenerskiej Anders-
son moze pochwali¢ sig zatem dwoma sporymi osig-
gnieciami. Pierwsze to wspomniany tytut wywalczo-
ny w sezonie 2014/15. Dla IFK byto to pierwsze mi-
strzostwo od 26 lat. W ostatnim meczu sezonu jego
zespot wygrat na wyjezdzie z poprzednim mistrzem
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Malmoe FF. Drugi sukces to éwiercfinat rosyjskie-
go mundialu. W trakcie tamtych mistrzostw Swiata
dzielit sig historig, ktdra nauczyta go, jok dba¢ o do-
brego ducha zespotu.

W 2000 roku, gdy byt asystentem w Halmstads
BK, sztab zorganizowat pitkarzom kreatywny wie-
czor. Pitkarze zdecydowali, ze zagrajg w kalambu-
ry. Andersson bardzo sie wczut w sytuacje. Mu-
siat odegra¢ sceng, wceielajge sie w role tariczgcej
matpy". Podjgt wyzwanie, mocno sie w to angazu-
jgc. - Taricze. Drapig sie pod pachami. Obieram i jem
banana - opowiadat. Rozejrzat sie wokét, po minach
pitkarzy odczytat, ze sq zaskoczeni energiczno$cig
asystenta. Siedzieli i gapili sig na niego. - Kontynu-
uje scenke, zaczynam krzyczec, bo weigz nie mogg
zgadngc, kim jestem. Nie przestaje ,matpowac”, az
w koncu Henrik Bertilsson podnosi reke i pyta: , Je-
stes$ ostem?". Zatamatem sig. Zaczynam krzyczeé
na Henrika i innych pitkarzy, méwigc, jacy sg grubi,
i schodze ze sceny. Siadam obok jednego z czton-
kow sztabu, ktéry tylko na mnie patrzy i méwi: ,Nie
rozumiesz? Zostate$ wkrecony'.

Takiej twarzy Anderssona, majgcego dystans do sie-
bie, Szwedzi nie znali, 0 poznali w szwedzkiej audygji ra-
diowej ,Sommar”, w ktrej inspirujgey ludzie opowia-
dajg o swoich doswiadczeniachi przekonaniach. Oka-
zato sig, ze trener potrafi Smiac sie z siebie. Opisywa-
na przez niego sytuacja pozwolita mu zyskaé szacu-
nek grupy. Szacunek to jedna z najwazniejszych war-
tosci, ktére uznaje w zyciu. Stgd brak opordw, zeby
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wyjS¢ przed grupe pitkarzy i zrobi¢ z siebie posmiewi-
sko. Wiedziat, ze tym przekona do siebie zawodnikow.

Jestkonsekwentny, ma zbidr zasad, ktérych nie zwykt
naginad. Kadre przejgt po EURO 2@16. W eliminacjach

do nastepnego EURO Szwedzi pokonali m.in. Francje,
w barazach okazali sie lepsi od Wtochéw. W mistrzo-
stwach $wiata potrafili uprzykrzyé zycie Niemcom
(porazka 1:2), w 1/8 wyeliminowali Szwajcaréw. Za-
trzymali sie dopiero na éwierdfinale i Anglikach. - Od
poczqtku wszystko byto z nim jasne. Zackceptowa-
liSmy jego zasady i to jak powinnismy funkcjonowac.
Zespot jest wazniejszy niz cokolwiek innego. Widaé
to na boisku - kazdy z nas pracuje bardzo ciezko, za-
réwno w ofensywie, jok i w defensywie. Ciezka praca
jest symbolem tejreprezentacii - powiedziat kapitan
Szwedéw Andreas Grangyist.
Andersson lubi porzqdek. Zdjecie, jok sprzgta szatnig
po wygranych barazach z Wtochami, stato sig wiralem.
Uwaza, ze trener musi dawaé dobry przyktad. Dlaniego
samego stanowita przyktad postawa Carla-Axela Jo-
cobssona, cztowieka od strojow w Alets IK. Jacobsson
kierowat sie mottem ,postepuj wiasciwie”.
We wspomnianym programie selekcjoner szwedzkiej
druzyny narodowej méwit, ze praca Jacobssona od-
cisneta na nim pigtno do tego stopnia, ze wedtug po-
dobnych wartosci prowadzi kadre. - Nie znosze nie-
dbatosci. Nie wiem, ile razy méwitem pitkarzom, zeby
podniesli z podtogi tasme, ktérej uzywajq do nagolen-
nikéw. Zdejmujg ochraniacze, zdejmujg tasme i rzu-
cajg jg na podtoge. Do diabta z tym! Wyrzu¢ to do ko-
sza. Wszyscy ludzie tylko zyskujq na porzgdku, dlo-
tego wazne jest, zebySmy wiedzieli, jak zachowywaé
sig w swoim Srodowisku, a takze wobec 0séb spoza
naszego grona - ttumaczyt, dodgjgce, ze joko druzy-
na narodowa powinni byé reprezentantami wysokich
standardéw. - Ludzie moge pomyslec, ze jestem sza-
lony, kiedy chodze po szatnii podnosze rézne rzeczy.
Ale na bycie grzecznymi mitym nigdy nie powinienes
by¢ zbyt duzy - przyznat.
Za swoj wzor do nasladowania podaje kapitana
reprezentacji Szwecji w pitce recznej Bengta Johansso-
na. - Od niego nauczytem sig sposobu na wykorzysta-
nie potencjatu zespotuizawodnikéw oraz pozwolenie
innym péjscia krok do przodui przewodzenia - zazna-
czyt selekcjoner szwedzkiej kadry. 0 Anderssonie Ola
Lindgren, legendzie pitki recznej w Szwegji (grali razem
w pigtoligowym Alets IK), powiedziat niegdys: - Miat
niesamowitg wole i energig, co wyrazato sie w tym,
ze nie znosit przegrywacé. To bardzo konkurencyjny
cztowiek. Uwielbiat rywalizowac.

Piotr Wisniewski
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JANNE ANDERSSON
- THE EPITOME OF ORDERLINESS

AND HARD WORK

Janne Andersson confirms the theory that you do not have tobe

a good football player to become a good coach later. After all, he did not
achieve any great success as a player. He spent most of his time at Alets
IK, a club from Halmstad. It was in Halmstad, but already coaching BK,
that he took the plunge as a coach. However, he left his most lasting mark

in club football at IFK Norrkoeping, with which he won the Swedish championship.
Three years ago, two years after he became the head coach, he led the national
team to the World Cup in Russia, where the Swedes made 1t to the quarterfinals.

From more than two decades of coaching, Anders-
son has two major achievements to his credit. The
firstis the aforementioned title won in the 2014/15
season. For IFK;, it was the first championship in 26
years. In the last match of the season, his team
won on an away game against the previous cham-
pion, Malmoe FF. The second success was getting
to the quarterfinals of the Russian World Cup. Du-
ring that World Cup, he shared a story that taught
him how to nurture good team spirit.

He went to great lengths to convince the group
In 2000, when he was an assistant coach at Halm-
stads BK; the staff organised a creative evening for
the players. The players decided to play charades.
Anderssonreally got into the spirit of the game. He
had to act out a scene, playing the role of a ,dan-
cing monkey.” He took up the challenge, really go-
ing into it. .| was dancing. Scratching my armpits.
| was peeling and eating a banana,” he said. He lo-
oked around and saw in the players’ faces that
they were surprised by the assistant coach’s ener-
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gy. They sat there and stared at him. | continued
the scene, | started screaming because they still
couldn't guess who | was. | kept imitating a mon-
key until finally Henrik Bertilsson raised his hand
and asked: , Are you a donkey?". | was devasta-
ted. | started yelling at Henrik and the other play-
ers, saying how fat they were, and | walked off the
stage. | sat down next to one of the staff members,
who just looked at me and said: ,Don't you under-
stand? You've been punked.”

The Swedes did not know this side of Andersson,
as aman who does not take himself so seriously all
the time, until the Swedish radio show ,Sommar”,
in which inspiring people talk about their expe-
riences and beliefs. It turned out that the coach
can take ajoke. The situation he described helped
him gain the respect of the group. Respect is one
of the mostimportant things inlife for him. Hence
the lack of reluctance to get out in front of a gro-
up of football players and make a laughing stock
of himself. He knew that he would win the players
over thanks to that.
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When it comes to discipline, one must always
start with oneself

He is consistent and has a set of rules that he does
not break. He took over the national team after
EURQ 2016. In the qualifiers for the next EURG,
Sweden defeated, among others, France. In the
play-offs, they turned out to be better than the
[talians. In the World Cup, they managed to make
life difficult for Germany (defeat 1:2); in the round
of 16, they eliminated Switzerland. They only stop-
ped at the quarterfinals, in amatch against England.
»+Everything was clear with him from the beginning.
We accepted his rules and we knew how we were
supposed to play. The team is more important than
anything else. You can see it on the pitch - every-
one works very hard, both in the offence and the
defence. Hard work is the symbol of this national
team,” said Swedish captain Andreas Grangvist.
Andersson likes order. A photo of him cleaning up
the locker room after winning the play-off against
[taly went viral. He believes that a coach must set
a good example. For him, the attitude of Carl-Axel
Jacobsson, the kit manager at Alets IK, served as
an example. Jacobsson was guided by the motto
,do theright thing.”

In the aforementioned programme, the head coach
of the Swedish national team said that Jacobsso-

n's work has left such amark on him that he leads
the national team according to similar values. , | ca-
n't stand negligence. | don't know how many times
I've told the players to pick up the tape they use
for their shin pads off the floor. They take off their
pads, remove the tape and throw it on the floor. To
hell with it! Throw it in the trash. Order brings no-
thing but benefits for everyone so it is important
that we know how to behave in our environment,
also towards those outside our circle,” he expla-
ined, adding that they should set high standards
as a national team. ,,People might think I'm crazy
when | walk around the locker room and pick things
up. But you should never be too great to be polite
and nice,” he admitted.
He points to the captain of the Swedish national
handball team, Bengt Johansson, as his role model.
,Itis from him that|learned how to use the potential
of the team and players as well as let others move
forward and lead them,” emphasised the head coach
of the Swedish national team. Ola Lindgren, a hand-
balllegend in Sweden (they played together in the fi-
fth-league Alets IK), once said of Andersson: ,He had
an incredible will and energy, which was expressed
in the fact that he hated to lose. He's a very compe-
titive person. He loved to compete.”

Piotr Wisniewski
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'MARCUS BERG
- wOVARTE" Z GOETEBORGA

Jak skutecznym napastnikiem byt w swojej karierze Marcus Berg, pokazujg
jego osiggniecia. Pigc razy siegat po karong krola strzelcow - w pieciu raznych
rozgrywkach, a jesli chodzi o lige, to dokonat tego w trzech krajach. Najlepie]
wiodto mu sig w greckim Panathinaikosie AQ, bardzo dobrze radzit sobie takze
w FC Groningen, poznat nawet smak mistrzostwa w Zjednoczonych Emiratach
Arabskich. W reprezentacji wcigz ma wiele do powiedzenia, w ostatnich
miesigcach wybiegat na boisko z opaskq kapitana druzyny narodowe;.

Doswiadczenie Bergg, i to w szerokim znaczeniu
tego stowa, nadal jest w cenie w reprezentacji Szwe-
cji. Ograny w kilku ligach, znajgey realia kilku kra-
jow, 34-letni napastnik to gwarancja okreslone;j ja-
kosci z przodu kadry. Ostatniego gola strzelit w me-
czu towarzyskim z Estonig pod koniec marca tego
roku, wczesniej pokonywat choéby bramkarza Chor-
wacji w Lidze Naroddw czy... Hiszpanéw w kwalifi-
kacjach EURO 2020, na ktérym zresztg Szwedzi
zmierzq sie z Hiszpanig.

Berg pierwszy raz reprezentacyjnq koszulke zato-
zyt 6 lutego 2008 roku przeciwko Turgji. Wystg-
pit na dwoch duzych turniejach - EURO 2016 oraz
mistrzostwach swiata 2018. W turnieju rozgrywa-
nym na rosyjskich boiskach zdobyt bramke w gru-
pie z Meksykiem. Zaliczyt wystepy - ito od poczgt-
ku — we wszystkich mozliwych meczach Szwedéw
na mundialu przed trzema laty.

- Mundial w Stanach Zjednoczonych byt czyms wy-
jgtkowym dla mojego pokolenia. Ze wzgledu narézni-
Ce Czasowg mecze zaczynaty sie unas w nocy. Jed-
nak co wieczor zbieraliSmy sie grupgi kibicowaliSmy
naszym. Miatem siedem lat, wiedziatem jednak, ze
Szwecja nie byta faworytem, w naszym sktadzie
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widziatem za to petno walczakéw. ZrobiliSmy bar-
dzo dobry wynik (trzecie migjsce - przyp. aut.). Ob-
razki z USA na zawsze pozostaty w mojej pamieci.
Towarzyszyty przez cate doroste zycie. Wierzytem,
ze sumemu bedzie mi kiedys dane zagra¢ na mun-
dialu. | tak sig stato. To fantastyczna sprawa - mo-
wit Berg w jednym z wywiadow.

Tak jok mundial 1994 utwierdzit go w przekonaniu,
ze chee byé zawodowym pitkarzem, uksztattowat
jego spojrzenie na futbol, tak pitkarsko uksztatto-
wat Marcusa IFK Goeteborg. W IFK zaczynat od
mtodziezowej szkétki. W latach 2005-2007 grat
regularnie w pierwszym zespole. Byt regularny
w strzelaniu goli. W sezonie 2007 14-krotnie trafit
do bramki, zostajge wspatliderem klasyfikacji strzel-
cow Allsvenskan (ekstraklasa szwedzka). W kolej-
nych latach potwierdzat, ze jest klasowym snajpe-
rem. W FC Groningen z sezonu na sezon poprawiat
swoj wynik bramkowy (z 15 na 17). Odchodzgc po-
tem do HSV, holenderska strona podata, ze zostat
najdrozej sprzedanym zawodnikiem w historii klu-
bu. W Niemczech nie sprawdzit sig, za to w nastep-
nym klubie - Panathinaikosie dwukrotnie wywal-
czyt korone kréla strzelcéw. Raz w Pucharze Gre-
cji (siedem bramek sezon 2@13/14) i raz w lidze
(22 gole w sezonie 2016/17).
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To niejedyne wazne indywidualne wyréznienie w karierze
szwedzkiego napastnika. Byt najskuteczniejszym zawod-
nikiem UAE Pro League (Zjednoczone Emiraty Arabskie),
dwukrotnie znalozt sie w najlepszej ,jedenastce” sezonu
greckiej ekstraklasy. Pierwszy powazny wyraz tego, jokim
potencjatem strzeleckim dysponuje, na arenie miedzyna-
rodowej dat w trakcie mtodziezowych mistrzostw Euro-
py 20@3. Nie byto od niego skuteczniejszego w turnieju
(siedem goli), nie byto tez lepszego zawodnika tego EURO.
Prawdziwg furore zrobit jednak w ZEA. W swoim debiu-
tanckim sezonie w barwach Al-Ain FC uzbierat 36 trafien
we wszystkich rozgrywkach. Jego klub wywalczyt histo-
ryczne mistrzostwo. Kwestig czasu byto,kiedy znéw bedzie
gratw Europie. Przez dwa sezony - 2@19/20 oraz 2020/21
wystepowat w rosyjskim FK Krasnodar, ale juz wiadomo, ze
w lipcu wraca do macierzystego klubu - IFK. Wrdci zatem
domiasta, w ktérym znany jestjoko ,Svarte (Czarny) Mar-
cus'".Ze wzgledu naduzq liczbe strzelanych goli w mtodzie-
zowych zespotachklubu z Goeteborga, a takze w seniorach,
zyskat takiprzydomek, ktéry nawigzuje dolegendarnegona-
pastnikaIFK - ,Svarte Filipa” (,Czarny Filip” - od koloru wio-
s6w), czyli Filipa Johanssona. Kibice na pewno przypomng
sobie, ze gdy przychodzit lata temu do pierwszej druzyny
niebiesko-biatych, to gratw druzynie z bratem Jonatanem.

Piotr Wisniewski
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MARCUS BERG - ,,SVARTE"
U FROM GOTHENBURG

Just how effective a striker Marcus Berg was in his career is proved by his
accomplishments. He won the title of top scorer five times - in five different
competitions, and when it comes to the league, he achieved it in three countries.
His best times were in Panathinaikos F.C. in Greece. He also did very well at FC
Groningen and even got a taste of a championship in the United Arab Emirates.
He still has a lot to say in the national team, in recent months he has been
coming out onto the pitch with the national team captain’s armband.

Berg's experience, in the broad sense of the word,
is still very much in demand in the Swedish national
team. Having played in several leagues, being familiar
with the realities of several countries, the 34-year
-old striker is a guarantee of a certain quality at the
front of the national team. He scored his last goal in
a friendly match against Estonia at the end of March
this year, and earlier he had beat the goalkeeper of
Croatiain the Nations League or the goalkeeper of..
Spainin the qualifiers for EURO 2020, during which
Sweden will play against Spain again.

USA - ad memory to cherish forever

Berg put on the national shirt for the first time on 6
February 2008 in a match against Turkey. He play-
edin two major tournaments - EURO 2016 and the
2018 World Cup.He scored a goal in the tournament
in Russia against Mexico in the group. He played in the
starting eleven in every possible match of the Swe-
dish national team at the World Cup three years ago.
,The World Cup in the United States was something
special for my generation. Due to the time difference,
the matches started at night for us. However, eve-
ry night we would gather as a group and support our
team.| was seven years old but | knew that Sweden
was not the favourite, although | saw allot of fighters
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in our team. We did pretty well (third place - author's
note). Images from the USA are forever etchedinmy
memory. They have accompanied me throughout my
adult life. | believed that one day | would be given the
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opportunity to play in the World Cup. And it happe-
ned.Itis a fantastic feeling,” said Berg in an interview.
Just as the 1994 World Cup convinced him that he
wanted to be a professional football player and sha-
ped his outlook on football, IFK Goteborg shaped his
football career. At IFK, he started at the youth fo-
otball school. He regularly played for the first team
from 2005 to 2007. He regularly scored goals. In
the 2007 season, he sent the ball to the back of the
net 14 times, becoming co-leader of the Allsvenskan
(Swedish Premier League] top scorer ranking. In the
following years, he confirmed that he is a top-class
sniper. At FC Groningen, he improved his goal-sco-
ring record from season to season (from 15 to 17).
When he transferred to HSV, the Netherlands re-
ported that he became the most expensive player
sold in the club's history. He did not prove himselfin
Germany but in his next club, Panathinaikos, he won
the title of top scorer twice. Once in the Greek Cup
(sevengoalsin the 2013/14 season) and once in the
league (22 godls in the 2016/17 season).

Svarte
Thisis not the only important individual awardin the Swe-
dish striker's career. He was the most successful player

in the UAE Pro League (United Arab Emirates) and was
in the best , eleven” of the season in the Greek first le-
ague twice. The first serious demonstration of his go-
al-scoring potential on the international stage took plo-
ce at the European Youth Championship in 20@9. The-
re was no player more effective than himin the tourna-
ment (seven goals) and there was no better playerin this
EURO tournament.

Still, he created a real sensation in the UAE. In his debut
season in the colours of Al-Ain FC, he scored 36 goalsin
all competitions. His club won a histaric championship. It
was only amatter of time when he would play in Europe
again. For two seasons - 2019/20 and 2020/21 he played
inthe Russian FK Krasnodar but itis already known that
he will return to his parent club - IFK; in July. Therefore,
he will return to the town where he isknown as , Svarte
(Black] Marcus”. Due to the high number of goals he sco-
red in the youth teams of the club from Gothenburg, as
well as in the senior teams, he earned a nickname that
refers to alegendary IFK striker -, Svarte Filip” (,Black
Filip” - from his hair colour), i.e. Filip Johansson. Fans will
surely remember that when he came to the first team
of the blue-and-whites years ago, he playedin the team
with his brother Jonatan.

1
In his debut

season in the
colours of Al-Ain
FC, he scored
36 goals in all
competitions.

Piotr Wisniewski
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SEDZIOWSKA DELEGACJA
NA OPOZNIONE MISTRZOSTWA

WA

6{.‘ Na mistrzostwach Europy 2820 nie bedzie Szymona Marciniakaijego

g~  zespotu. Nie 0znacza to jednak, ze na najwazniejszej pitkarskiej imprezie
naszego kontynentu w ogdle zabraknie polskich arbitrow. Przeciwnie

- nominacje otrzymato trzech Polakdw. Nasz kraj reprezentowac bedag:
Pawet Gil (sedzia VAR), Bartosz Frankowski (sgdzia techniczny)

i Marcin Boniek (rezerwowy sedzia asystent).

.'
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Namistrzostwach pojawig sie sedziowie z 18 paristw.Naj-
liczniejsze reprezentacje majg Niemey i Hiszpania. Z obu
tych krajéw wytypowano po 18 arbitréw. Z nadchodzg-
cymi mistrzostwami zwigzane sg dwie zupetnie nowe
i przetomowe nominacie. Francuzka Stéphanie Frap-
part bedzie pierwszg kobietg na turnieju finatowymme-
skich mistrzostw Europy. 37-letnia pani arbiter otrzyma-
ta nominacjg jako sedzia techniczna. Komisja Sedziow-

ska UEFA powotata takze zespét sedziowskiz Argentyny,
ktéremu przewodzié bedzie Fernando Rapallini. To pierw-
szy przypadek nominacjidla arbitrow spoza kontynentu
na europejski czempionat. Zapewne ten nowy trend sta-
nie sie wkrétce normalnoscig. W czerweu w odwrotnym
kierunku podgzy Hiszpan Jesus Gil Manzano. Wraz ze
swoimi asystentami pojedzie on na Copa América 2021.
Z trojki polskich arbitréw najbardziej doswiadczony jest
Pawet Gil ktéry zostat doceniony przez UEFA i petnit funk-
cjejednego z sedziéw asystentow VAR podczas niedaw-
nego finatu Ligi Mistrzéw. Lublinianin ma na swoim kon-
cie prawie 350 meczoéw w PKO Ekstraklasie.Na poczgt-
kumaja br. byt réwniez gtéwnym rozjiemeg w finale For-
tuna Pucharu Polski Rakéw Czestochowa - Arka Gdy-
nia. 0d 12 lat nosi migdzynarodowg odznake arbitra FIFA.
45-letni sedzia bytjedng z gtéwnych oséb odpowiedzial-
nych zawprowadzenie VAR do Polski. Jednaczesnie szyb-
ko dat sie poznac joko wysokiej klasy fachowiec przed
VAR-owskim monitorem.

Podczas mistrzostw swiata w 2018 roku Gil byt
VAR-em na 17 meczach. W tym samym roku delego-
wano go naKlubowe Mistrzostwa Swiata w Zjednoczo-

nych Emiratach Arabskich. Te samgq funkcje petnit réw-
niez w finale Ligi Europy w 2020 roku, gdy Sevilla FC po-
konata 3:2 Inter Mediolan. Do swojego sedziowskiego
CV dopisze teraz kolejne wazne sportowe wydarzenie.
35-letni Bartosz Frankowski uchodzi za jednego z naj-
zdolnigjszych arbitréw mtodego pokolenia. Jest bardzo
ceniony przez FIFA. Regularnie uczestniczy w mtodzie-
zowych migdzynarodowychimprezach. Na swoimkon-
cie ma mun. mistrzostwa Europy U-171U-19, a takze mi-
strzostwa $wiata U-17 (joko VAR). Dla torunianina i tak
najwigkszym sukcesem jest jednak debiut w elitarng
Lidze Mistrzow, ktdry miat migjsce w grudniu ubiegtego
roku (Stade Rennais - Sevilla FC 1.3).

Na nadchodzgce mistrzostwa Frankowski jedzie w roli
sedziego technicznego. - To wazny sygnat, ze méj roz-
wdjimojego zespotuidzie w dobrymkierunku. Traktuje to
takze joko okazje do zebrania bardzo cennego doswiad-
czenia | podpatrzenia warsztatu u nojlepszych sedziow
naszego kontynentu - zapewnia Frankowski.
Ostatnim, trzecim polskim sgdzig na EURO 2020, jest
Marcin Boniek.45-latek arbitrem miedzynarodowym jest
od pieciu lat. Ma na koncie wystepy w europejskich pu-
charach, atakze w meczach reprezentacjinarodowych.

Woujozd namistrzostwa Europy bedzie dia niego najwaz-
nigjszgimprezg w zyciu.Na turnieju bedzie petnic funkcje
rezerwowego sedziego asystenta. Oznacza to, ze bedzie
otrzymywaé nominacje no mecze i wraz z zespotem sg-
dziowskim na nie jezdzi¢. Na murawie pojawi sig jednak
tylko wtedy, gdy np.jeden z asystentéw dozna kontuzj.

Zadaniem Marcina Borika bedzie go zastgpic.
Jukub Junkowski
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©% REFEREE DELEGATION
POLSKA Tn PBSTPUNED
CHAMPIONSHIP

Szymon Marciniak and his team will not be at the 262@ European Championships.
This does not mean, however, that there will be no Polish referees at the most
important football event on our continent. On the contrary, three Poles received
nominations. Our country will be represented by: Pawel Gil (VAR referee), Bartosz
Frankowski (fourth official) and Marcin Boniek (reserve assistant referee).

Referees from 18 countries will participate in
the European Championship Germany and Spa-
in have the largest representation. Ten refere-
es were selected from each of these two coun-
tries. There are two brand new and groundbre-
aking appointments associated with the upco-
ming championships. Stéphanie Frappart from
France will be the first woman at the final to-
urnament of the men's European Champion-
ships. The 37-year-old referee was appointed
as a fourth official. The UEFA Referee Commit-
tee has also appointed a refereeing team from
Argentina, which will be led by Fernando Rapal-
lini. This is the first time referees from outside
the continent have been nominated for a Euro-
pean championship. Arguably, this new trend
will soon become the norm. Jesus Gil Manzao-
no from Spain will follow in the opposite direc-
tion in June. He and his assistants will travel to
Copa América 2021.

Of the three Polish referees, the most experien-
ced is Pawel Gil, who has been recognised by
UEFA and served as one of the VAR assistant
referees during the recent Champions League
final. The referee from Lublin has officiated al-
most 350 matches in PKO Ekstraklasa. In ear-
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ly May this year, he was also the main referee in
the final of Fortuna Polish Cup Rakéw Czesto-
chowa - Arka Gdynia. He has worn the FIFA inter-
national referee badge for 12 years. The 45-year
-old referee was one of the main people respon-
sible for introducing VAR to Poland. At the same
time, he quickly became known as a quality pro-
fessional in front of the VAR monitor.
During the 2018 World Cup, Gil was in charge of
VAR for 17 games. That same year he was dele-
gated to the Club World Cup in the United Arab
Emirates. He also performed the same role in
the 2020 Europa League final, when Sevilla FC
beat Inter Milan 3:2. He will now add another im-
portant sporting event to his refereeing resume.
35-year-old Bartosz Frankowski is regarded as
one of the most talented referees of the young
generation. He is highly regarded by FIFA. He re-
gularly participates in youth international tour-
naments. His achievements include the U-17 and
U-18 European Championships, as well as the
U-17 World Championships (as a VAR). For the
referee from Torun, however, the biggest suc-
cess s his debutin the elite Champions League,
which took place in December last year (Stade
Rennais - Sevilla FC 1:3).
Frankowski will travel to the upcoming cham-
pionship as a fourth official. , This is an impor-
tant sign that the development of myself and
my team is going in the right direction. | also tre-
at it as an opportunity to gather very valuable
experience and watch the best referees of our
continent,” assures Frankowski.
The final third Polish referee for EURO 2020 is
Marcin Boniek. 45-year-old has been an inter-
national referee for five years. He has made ap-
pearances in UEFA club competitions as well
as national team matches. Going to the Euro-
pean Championships will be the most impor-
tant event in his life. He will serve as areserve
assistant referee at the tournament. This me-
ans that he will receive appointments for mat-
ches and travel with the referee team to them.
However, he will only appear on the pitch if for
example one of assistants gets injured. Marcin
Boniek's job will be to replace him.

Jakub Jankowski
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PZPN I WYDAWNICTWO
SON PREZENTUJA: ,,MOJE
NAJWAZNIEJSZE 90 MINUT”

Z okaz]i 188-lecia Polskiego Zwigzku Pitki Noznej stu pitkarzy, ktdérzy majg
na swoim koncie wystepy w druzynie narodowej, odstonito kulisy
najistotniejszych meczéw w swojej karierze. Opowiadania trafity do ksigzki
Jacka Janczewskiego i Emila Kopaniskiego ,Moje najwazniejsze 9@ minut”,
ktora 2 czerwca trafita do ksiggarni naktadem Wydawnictwa SON.

Czegos takiego jeszcze nie byto. Na kilkuset
stronach znalazty sie m.in. historie Zbignie-
wa Borika, Wtodzimierza Lubariskiego, Ro-
mana Koseckiego, Andrzeja Iwana, Wojcie-
cha Kowalczyka, Marka KoZzminskiego, Je-
rzego Dudka czy Sebastiana Mili. Lekturaich
opowiadan, petnych anegdot i wspomnien, to
Swietna okazja, by wejSé w reprezentacyjny
klimat jeszcze przed mistrzostwami Europuy.
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Mecze reprezentacji Polski zawsze wyzwala-
jg ogromne emocje. Niektdre spotkania majq
wyjgtkowe znaczenie i sg wspominane latami.
Takze przez tych, ktérzy odegrali w nich gtow-
ne role. Z okazji 10@-lecia Polskiego Zwigzku
Pitki Noznej stu pitkarzy, ktérzy wystepowali
w druzynie narodowej, odstania kulisy najwaz-
niejszych meczow w ich zyciu. To wyjgtkowa
podréz do wnetrza pitkarskiej szatni.

Jak wyglgdaty mistrzostwa swiata w 1874
roku z perspektywy Ortéw Gorskiego™? Ktéry
mecz w kadrze najlepiej wspomina Zbigniew
Boniek? Dlaczego Wojciech Kowalczyk do-
stat przed igrzyskami olimpijskimi w Barcelo-
nie bramkarskg koszulke? Jakie pomysty na
Swietowanie awansu na mundial mieli pitka-
rze Jerzego Engela?

Bohaterowie najwiekszych widowisk w histo-
rii polskiego futbolu zabierajg kibicéw w po-
dréz przez piekne, chwalebne, ale czasami
takze bolesne chwile. Drzwi do szatni i tu-
nele prowadzgce na murawe wreszcie sie
otwierajg, a najwybitniejsi reprezentanci kra-
ju méwig: zapraszamy. Czy ktos jest w sta-
nie odmowic?
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PZPN AND SQN PUBLISHING
HOUSE PRESENT: ,,MOJE
NAJWAZNIEJSZE 90 MINUT” (,, MY
MOSTIMPORTANT 90 MINUTES")

On the occasion of the 18@th anniversary of the Polish Football Association,
one hundred football players who have played for the national team revealed
the most important matches of their careers. Their stories were included in
Jacek Janczewski and Emil Kopaniski's book, ,Moje najwazniejsze 9@ minut”,
which was published by SON Publishing House on 2 June.

There has beennothing like this before. The several hun-
dred pages include, among other things, the stories of
Zbigniew Boniek, Wtodzimierz Lubariski, Roman Kosec-
ki, Andrzej lwan, Wojciech Kowalczyk, Marek KoZmiriski,
Jerzy Dudek or Sebastian Mila. Reading their stories, full
of anecdotes and memories, is a great opportunity to
feel the spirit of the national team before the Europe-
an Championship.

REPREZENIANGI
POLSKI

ZDRADZAJA
KULISY SWOICH
NAJWAINIEISZYCH

MECZOW MINUT

i FATAAIALE

XS

About the book:

Matches of the Polish national team always arouse gre-
atemations. Some of them have special meaning and
are remembered for years. Also by those who played
leadingroles in them. On the occasion of the 10@th an-
niversary of the Polish Football Association, one hun-
dred football players who played for the national team
reveal the mostimportant matches of their lives. Thisis
a unique journey into the football locker room.

What did the 1974 World Cup look like from the per-
spective of Gorski's Eagles? Which match in the natio-
nal team does Zbigniew Boniek have particularly fond
memories of ? Why did Wojciech Kowalczyk get a go-
alkeeper's jersey before the Olympic Games in Barce-
lona? Whatideas did Jerzy Engel's players have for ce-
lebrating their promation to the World Cup?

The heroes of the greatest shows in the history of
Polish football take the fans on ajourney through the
beautiful, glorious, but sometimes also painful mo-
ments. The locker room doors and tunnels leading to
the pitch finally open and the country's most promi-
nent members of the national team say: ,Come in.".
Can anyone say no to that?
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MAZURER

DABROWSKIEG

Jeszcze Polska nie zgineta,
Kiedy my zyjemy.
Co nam obca przemoc wzieta,
Szablg odbierzemy.

Marsz, marsz, Dgbrowski,
Z ziemi wtoskiej do Polski.
Za twoim przewodem
Ztqczym sie z narodem.

Przejdziem Wiste, przejdziem Warte,
Bedziem Polakami.
Dat nam przyktad Bonaparte,
Jok zwycigza¢é mamy.

Marsz, marsz, Dgbrowski...

Jok Czarniecki do Poznania
Po szwedzkim zaborze,

‘ Dla ojczyzny ratowania
- " Wrécim sig przez morze.
Marsz, marsz, Dgbrowski...
Juz tam ojciec do swej Basi
Méwi zaptakany
Stuchajjeno, pono nasi
Bijg w tarabany.

Marsz, marsz, Dgbrowski...
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